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HE op1mon, which 
Upon. AHErS oCcde 
ew ons you haue ex- 

> preſſea , you had of 
the excellencie of this ſmale 
| rworke ; and the great efteeme 
S wherin you kept ttalwayes by 

you in ſpanish , enboldned my 
vnskilfulnes, to veflorye upory 

a. / 
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\ TO HIS HONORABLE AND 


% 
ST 
SH 
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1 4n Englich beeing : ſuch aſſu- 
rance are you able to give of the 
worth of whatſoener you vn- 
aertake to priſe, orprayſe.Notw 
sf as your word tent before the 
preſſe, ſo it may pleaſe you to 
permitt your noble name to ap- 
pearem the FrontiFice ; and to 
take 1t inte ſuch a degree of fa- 
HonHry , 4s to ſtand bettw1xt the 
Sant and Cenſure,l dare promis 
he will be lookedonand liked by 
the moſt, yea euen by the beſt vn- 
derftandings be 1udged to Fpeake 
excellent truthes wpuh profite 
and admiration; and herinyou 
Shall fill adde to the high rate 
the world putts upon the riches 
of your mind:which makes you 4 
your countries admiration and | 
pride, and theenme of other n4- 
tions, who would zndge it ne, 


erime to miſtake you for one of 
theirs; did you not by the fre- 
1 quent and feruent teſtimonies of 
\ yourincomparable zedle , loue, 
and affe tron to ſerue our beſt 
K ins and Counrie, put them out 
of that dreame. But what doe T 
doe 2 I dave not -gine ſayle mts 
the Ocean of your vaſt ſoule , 
Thich 15 capable of all thmgs 
| from the higheſt to the loweſt, 8 
perfe(tion. Not that I dread cen- 

% fare of flatterie, wheye encry one 

| z5readie to ſubſcribe, if T could 

" findanyend ; or to write them- 

| ſclues,of they could find any be- 
ginmng of your prayſes ( plentie 

' & making viall proye in this tos 
* plentifull a ſubieF ) But that 
8 your obligations haue made me 
too much your ſeruant , to be 
willing to obſcure what I am 
a nj 


Tut able toriluftrate. 1 will one- 
ty therfer , _ vr my long 1mpri- 
ſoned thoughts leane to appeare 
3n words , confeſiing with all 
Fuceritie and truth , that for 
my part, I neuer mett with Ma- 
gnanimitie matched with ſuch 
mildnes : ſuch admirable know- 
dedg accompayned with ſuch bu- 
malztie : ſo great abilitze atten- 
ded with ſuch affabilitie : nor 
foperfet? conrtshipern conmne- 
" £301 wth ſo great pretie. In a 
avord the Court meets with no- 
#hing more polished,more oblis- 
@ng,more endearins:The Armic 
with nothing more generous,re- 
ſolute and ondaunted : The 
ſehoole with nothing that ether 
anakes more deepe and ſtrong co- 
ceptions ; or more bappie and 


gracefull produtHons. And yet 


- © — W,. .. —- —— --- = 


' 
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that which is wſftly moſt admi- 
red and beloued 1n you ,15, that 
that Pictie which you teach the 
world to prattiſe, teacheth you 
* Io make frequent and faire re- 
| rreates, from thence to 4 Rebi- 
£10ns Cell or ſolitude, which 
ſeemes indeed to be the Center 
There your ſoule repoſeth 5 and 
where, being remoued out of the 
* noyſe of the tyorld, you better 
diſcerne what God Feakes to 
your hart. Pleaſe Noble ST. to 
| admit this trifle, as @ fiene of 
| gratitude ; till tyme preſent 
3 ſomething , whoſe bulke may be 
better able to beare your prayſes: 
ad permitt that [in the interim, 
may honor my felf with the title 
6 
4 Your moſt humble 
and dcuored ſ(eruant 
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AAA FAVE 


OF THEBIRTH, PA- 
rents, and country of Gregory 
Lopes and of the beginning of 
his V ocation. 


THE FIRST CHAPTER, 


wag EGORY Lopes 
AJ was botne at Madrid, 
? inthe yeare of ourLoxd 
S&&# 1542. on the fourth'of 
Tulte ypon which day was ccle- 
 bratcd ar that time the feaſt of $. 
+ Gregory Thaumaturgus , Bizhop 
| of Neoczlarea inPontus bur fince 
is transferred to rher7, of No- 
uvember. He was baptized ia the 
Parish of $. Giles and was named 
Gregory by his Parents, becauſe 
he was borne ypon that day. 
This is all char is xxowne and ci 
be auecred of his linage , houſe, 
aud name , for thoſe that were 
LEA ze A ij 


4 The life 
molt 1nward with him, wergof 
Opinion that Lopes was nor' his 
owne, but rather tl.at the holy 
man had afſlumed it the betrer to 
conceale his noble tamily. For 
there appeared in his bchawionr, a 
cerraine generoſity ynder that 
humble graulty , and that free- 
dome of ipitite and reſolurion : in 
W hat buſines focuer, a reſpe, and 
courtely ſo accomodated to cuery 
ones quality , as all were perſua- 
ded . that he was Jeſccn ded of a 
noble houſe. 

None could ever heare from his 
owne mouth, what bewas , for 
being asked by ſome graue perſo'- 
nages, and ſuch as were moſt fa- 


miliar With him,who he was, and 7 


of what country , he anſwered : 
what auaileth that? Father Fran- 
cis Loſa a great ſcruant of God , 
who had , btn Curate of the Ca- 
thedrall of Mexico, and left all to 
accompany and conuerſe with 
holy Gregory, and to cherish and 


tende him (' as he did yniill his | 


of Gregorie Lopes, 5 
death) treating of the ſame thing 
unthe bookeWhich he didwrite of 
his life, aud how he had carneſtly 
Mrreated him ſome few daies be- 
fore his death , that he would tell 
him who were his Parents ; he 
afirmeth , that hemade anſwer 
only in theſe wordes.fincel came 
into thefield to lead afolitary life 
I hauc held only God for my Fa- 
ther ; my brethren bythis time are 
dead, of whom Iwas they oigeſt, 
Such was his filEce in this,though 
remarkeable in all things. 

Ir is probable thar be had his 
calling cuen from his childhood , 
becauſe Father Loſa askeing him 
| ypon an occaſion if God began to 

2 diſpoſe him for hisſeruice,as ſoorve 
; 2 as he hadthe yvſc of reaſon, he ſaid 
- 2 heknewnotcertainely whether it 
* was then. or alittle after, but thar 
= he was certaine that our Lord had 
called him very ſoone, and that 
he never was a chid in his man« 
ners , and fo he was wont to ſay , 
x one that had found it by expe» 
A 21 
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riencein himſelf, that which the 
holy Ghoſt ſaid by Hieremy, thar 
the man was happy that caried the 
yoake of our Lord from his youth, 
In his childhood he did Jearne 
to xcade, and write, whercin he 
became loexcellent, as thar ſome 
things which he hath left written 
with his owne hands ſecemeto be 
printed, he did ncner ſtudy Larine, 
nor any ſcience,ſo that whoſoecuer 
did heare him treare of many ve- 
rities both narurall and diuinc, fo 
clearcly and diſtinly as he did , 
might eaſily gather rhat withour 
doubt he had no other Maſter bur 
God. h 
He had a deſire euen almoſt | 


— > > -, > em... 


from hisinfanty, to liuca ſolitary + 
life far from his parents, and ther= 2? hi 
fore being very young , he went } 4. 
ro Burgos, and frym thence to | he 
Navarre; and liued fix yeares yvpon | . 
a mounraine in the company of 3 i 
an hermire , 1n great poucrty obe- | yy 


dience and humility, til! arlkenth, RF 
I - I vo! 
God fo permitting, his Father wer 


of Gregovie Lopes. 
to ſecke him, and finding him our, 
brought him to Valladolid where 
at that time was the court of 
$paine , and thereplaced him with 
a Gentleman of good account, to 
ſcrue as his Page, much againſt 
Gregory his will: but acither the 
braueries nor faſhons of the courr 
could make him forgett God, and 
his inward recolle&ion,where vn- 
* ro he perceiued his calling was, 
and he was wont to ſay that whi- 
Icſt he (crued ta that place, and 
was {cnt vpon errandes, his chic- 
feſt care was to goe talkeing mene 
rally with God. 

Laftly groweing in yeares and 
haucing attained the twentieth 
yeare of his age or ther aboutrs: 
and (as much as may be gathered) 
his fathcr and Mether being now 

2 dead,he refolucd ypon that which 
> 7 he had allwaics detec: mined and 
2 2 purpoſed in his mind, and takin 
f with him ſome little things hich | 
= were neccſlary for ſuch a long 
4 volage ,, he tooke his tourney t0- 


A 11j 
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| wards S1aill, with intent to take 
'5 $tup for the judies, viliting ſome 
holy places which are in the way 
in Caſtile, and Andalucia ; he paſ- 
{ed by Toledo , where whileſt he 
praicd in the great Church and vi- 
fired many Reliques , and pictures 
that are there, he confellcd that F 
one day amongit the reſt God 
did him, in = place, fuch a 
ſpeciall fauour and grace as he 
had ncuer receaued the like till 
thattune , but he would ncuer tell 
what ir was, 

From thence he went to our La- 
| | dyes of Guadalupe, where he {penr 
|| fſomedaicsia watching, and con- 
{© rinuall prayer , beſe _ that 
it por Vingn the gnid of the exi- 


- —wuaa 
” 2” ws ww Dn 
wh. ta 4 =. 


Z als 
ed, thats he woud obraine of her 


bleſſed ſonne to enlighten him in 

}  his1ovracy which he purpoſed: 3d 
it is certaiuely thought, as much 
as could be gathered by ghat lirtle 
which he declarcd { for he did nor 
reueale his thoughts ro any body) 
that the Mother of God at Gua« 


iS. 
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YT hath... Deny 


* Iuande Lua; there he gauethakes 
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dalupe commanded him by a par- 
ticular reuelation , to goe to new 


| Spaine, which tourney he tooke it 


! handand performed very ioyfully, 


THE SECOND CHAPTER, 


How he arriued in new Spaine and 
of the exerciſes where he there 
employed himſelf. 


Frer he was embarked, the 
ficer Wherein the went , en- 
dured ſome tempeſts , which ſee. 
med yaulualle to the Mariners in 
thoſe parts , bur it ſcemes thart all 
theſe were Mlights of the deuill 
who as ſoone ag he getteth know. 
ledge of any ſoule that is to warre 
againſt him, he preſently begins 
to trouble her, and defireth to Fin. 
der her from going forward,either 
couertly with the colour of 
goodnes,or opely by oppoſing her, 
bur all these rempeſts paſſed ouer 
and he arrived ſafe at rhe port of S, 
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vnto God for his good ſucceſle, 
and went to the City of Veracruz 
where he did declare ſomwhatof 
His mind and purpoſe in coming to 
the Indies , becauſe moſt Men goe 
thither to increaſe their fortunes, 
and he, it ſeemes, had read that 
which $. Auguſtine ſaith in one of 
hisEpiſtles:if you would be a good 
Marchant, and heape vp ſtore of 
wealth , giue that which you can- 
not keep , and you $shallrecciuc in 
exchange, that which you cannot 
looſe, give a little and you shall 
receaue a great deale, becauſe for 
theſe temporall goods, Which you 
diſtribute, there $hall be giuen you 
aneternallinherirace: ſo he bein 
furnished with cloaths, mon rand 
ſome other little things to the va- 
lue of cight{cere pound ſtarling , 
he gaue away ad diſtributed ir all, 
for the loue of God keeping no- 
thing for himſclf but whar was 
neceſſary ro coucr his body, which 
was a ſute of ordinary cloath of 
rash , With which he went from 


the City of Veractuz ro Mcxice, 
traualling , thoſe 240. miles wirh 
many incommodities in his ſuſte- 
nance, becauſe he neucr asked any 
thingof any body, neither forGods 
ſake, nor for any other reſpeR. 

As ſoone as he came to Mexico, 
being, as is ſaid , before excellent 
in the art of writing : leaſt he 
Should giue himſelf any occaſion 
to be withdrawne, fr6 his purpoſe 
ncuer (o little , he did flie idlenes 
{becauſe as the poet Lucan ſaith , 
that is the efte of idlenes) and he 
ſetled himſelf to write firſt wirh a 
Scriucner by name $Sat/ Roman 
and afterwards with the Secreta- 
ry Turcius ; it was Lent at that 
time he was in Mexico and he 
faſted it all with bread and water, 
and with the greateſt abſtinence, 
filence, and auſteritics 2s Was cuer 
ſeeenc in any ſecular Man : And 
this is manitcſt by a letter which 
Leucs Zapata writ vnto him about 
29.0r 30. yeares aftcrwards,which 
came, to be in the yeare of our 


of Gregor!e Lopes. IT 
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Lord 1591. Ir is dated from the 
Mines of Iaxio and writen vnto 
Gregory Lopes who was then un 
Sanrafe in great eſtceme for his 


ſanctitic as shall be ſayd hereafter. 


The eenour of the letter is this. 
About 29. or 30. yeares agoe 
whileſt that I dwelt in the ſtreer 
of Tabuſa in Mexico, there came 
out of Spaine, and lodged in my 
houſe a Gentleman cloathed in 
rash , and amongſt other tokens, 
he faſted that Lent with bread, 
and water , he was called Grego- 
ry Lopes : they ſay that you ate 
called ſoc, I pray ; me the fa. 
uour to write if you be he, and to 
comed meto God in your prayres. 
And that he was, the ſame, it 
1s manifeſt by his anſwer , which 
he'ſenr back in the ſame paperin 
theſe oncely words: I am he thar 
you fſpeakeof , I will doe as you 
requeſt me. A ſcntence worthy of 
ſo great a perſonage ; a wiſe le(- 
{fon and of great moment, to reach 


the profane cuſtome of this pre» 


bes 
oV? 
- as 


gc 


of Gregorie Lopes, * mw 
{cnt age,to ſpare their wordes and 
paper. 

Gregory Lopes ſtaid in Mexico, 
onely till he could gett by his wri- 
ting, where withall to paſſe to Za- 
cattias whether he had a mind ta 
goc.; as ſoone as he came to thoſe 
mines, aad (aw, the confuſion and 
coucrouſnes , thoſe wranglings , 
oaths, and periunes, the Pies in 
law, quartells and misfortunes of 
thoſe Men ſo drowned in auatice, 
by reaſon of that Minerall, he was 
much difcontented, and great was 
the diſlike that he had whilſt he 
was there, eſpecially when one 
day he ſaw with his owne eyes, 
that, at ſuchrime, as the Cartes 
went away wirh the filuer ro Me- 
xico , two men ,, which ſeemed to 
be difcreer, fell out about a cer- 
tainc intereſt, and killed one ano- 
ther /at the ſame time withour re- 
gard ro giue account, cither of the 
goods to the owners, their ſoules 


co God, which was the greater 
loſle. 
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This troubled Gregory very 
much, being fory for the loſle of 
thoſe rwo ſoules 3d being inward - 
ly ſtricken he trembled with feare 
to ſce how much God was off<ded 
in that place, and how eaſily Men 
went to hell. From thar time, he 
begane to make more haſt , ro put 
that in practiſe, which he had de- 
termined in his mind, namely ro 
goe and liuein the wildernes (oli- 
eaty , fearing, leaſt delay might be 
hurrfull, fince that the ſtaying of 
Efau in hunting made þyn looſe 
his fathers bleſſing ; arr is the 
opinion of wiſe Men , that in war 
and in the way of vertue , delay is 
for the moſt part hurtfull with this 
reſolutien ', he changed thoſe 
cloaths he wore, which were rca- 
fonable good, for a ſack cloth, and 
went 24, mile farther into the 
Country , to the Valley of Amyac, 
amongſt the Chichimecos , whoſe 
crueltc was in thoſe times much 
feared by the Spaniards , becauſe 
they did cate Mans fleshe , and 


z 
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committed many other cruelties ; 
| buthe hauing God in his hearr, 


' fearedno man, and ſo it came to 


paſle that theſe Men,or beaſts (for 


* toc they Shewed themſeclues to 


{the honour of young Men, to 


others) were fo courteous to him 
as that they helped him to make 
e little cottage after the manner of 
an Hermitage', which we may 
well ſay,was the firſtthateuer,was 
1n new$Spaine With that name. 


THE THIRD CHAPTER. 


Of the ſolitary life which he began 
10 lead in the Valley of Amayac 
amongſt the Chichimecos. 


(beec.x7 Lopes began his foli- 


taty life as he was entring ins 


3toche one and twenueth yeare of 
$ his age, which is a matter of grear 


1mport.nce ,to wit, to begin cucn 
from ones yourh thoſe excrciſcs j 
which are to continue all ones life, 
and $. Ambroſe aid, that this was 
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learne the feare of God from their 
render years, 'Therfore the firſt 
thing , that Gregory did , for the 
berrer performance of this his ſo- 
litary life, was to make the rwo 
hrit ſteps, the one with the feare, 
theother , with the lone of God , 
offering himſelf vp into'his hands, 
and purting hinm(clf vnder the 
Shadow of his moſt aſſured pro- 
tetion , with theſe wordes. Lord 
here I goe forth onely to ſerue 
thee, and norfor any intereſt of 
mine owne ; ifI doe perisheth,on 


thy account be it. By Gods fault no |. 


Man perisheth-, becaufe he ginerh 


cucry one, that, which is ſaffictenr, 2 
if he will make his benefit of it for 3 
his ſaluation. And our rujne all- 3 
waics proccederh, and is cauſcd ! 
by ourſclues as all the holy Fa- | 
thers doe vnderſtand and as'may | 


be gathered by many places ofthe 


koly Scripture, eſpecially by the} 
wordes of the PropherTſate in the} 
r3.Chaprer. Thy perditionO Iſrael! | 
is thy owne works ; from me only þ 


thox 


an) 
AL. I * A tant. ts q " s Lon / 
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al 


* which doth then rule in them. 

2 [xcrebywemightgarherthe nature 
Z of this at ofGregory,which pro- 
2 cceded from two apprehenhions 
2 which he might hauc had of God 


{ knowledge, whichGod had giucn, 
B 


of Gregorie Lopes. 7 
thou badft help that thou mightſt 
not haue bia deſtroied , if thou 
wouldſt hauc helped thy (elf with 
it.SoGregory by thoſe wordes did 
not meane, that his ſoule might 
be loſt for want of Gods aſliſtace , 
he himſclf doing, what lay in him 
bceauſe that cannot be imagined 
ofa Man endued naturally , with 
ſuch an vaderſtanding , and ſuper- 
naturally with ſo much light, bur, 
by this manner of ſpeech, he in- 
tended to declare his affeion:aud 
truely wordes comming from 
hearts enkindled with lone are 
alwaies to be paouſly interpreted , 
conformably to the affection 


at that time. The firſt was, of a 
holy fearc ofrhe combates which 
offer themſelues in the deſert-;'the 
which procceded 'out 'of a perfe& 
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Afdence, his act is to be declared 


' which thou —s me , bur be 
! cauſe' thou 


p 


him , of his owne weaknes. The 
ſecond , of a great confidence, 
which he put with all in the 
go0dnes and metcy of God; for 4 
the iuſt man by truſting in God, 
Jooſeth nor , his feare,and by the 
feare of himſelf, caſterh nor away 
his confidence in God. Ther: if 
we refer it to the aftection of con. 


thus : Lord here I goe forth only 
to (ſcrue thee, and not for any 1n- 
tereſt -of mine , if I perish , vpon 
thy account be it ; as if he shouſd 
ſay; Iam ſure that by thy fault 
I shallnor perish ; bur I am rather 
of opinion that ' this r29trIrn | 
from a holy feare, and that which Þ 
he could haue ſaid, was : Lord 
here I goe forth not for my owne © Js 
intereſt bur only to ſerue thee, if 3 I: 
I doe ruine my (elf it will nor be A 
by obeying thee in this vocation 


aſt determined for | 
mine owne vnworthines , to ſfuf- | 
fer me, to perishin that eftarc thou # 


of Gregorie Lopes, 19 
+ haſt put me 1n, as Saul did looſe 
* himfclf in that courſe, wherein 
* thou didfſt put him, not by thy 
* fault bur his owne, 

} Fromthe very inſtant that Gre= 
* gory Lopes made this a& , he 
tound the fauour of God in him- 
ſelf yery efficacious, and began 
with great courage to Walke in the 
narrow path of perfection ; in the 
which he neuer retired back one 
foote, or ſtaid , nor euer loſt ſight 
of that light, with which God 
did dire@ him 1n this way, Hear. 
med himſelt with continuall ab=- 
ſtinences, He vſed himfſclf to cate 
but once 2a day allchough his 
* meate was bur Xie , and of hittle 
! nourishement;for rhe moſt parrof 


{2 his crime it was only Maiz or In- 
3 dian wheate toſted which the In« 
$ dians call Cacalote, and he obſer- 


ued this cuſtome (o ſtriatly aucn | 
till his death , that ypon no occa.. 
ſion,yea though he were gricuouſ- 
ly fick, he would cuer TIM It, 
He did ncuer cate flesh ; yer 
7 
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ifany ſent him (ome lices of beefe 
inalmes he receiued them thake- 
fully concealing his abſtinence , 
but he did neuer cate them. Rolles 
of Indian wheate were his ordina- 
ry bread, and thoſe but ſparingly , 
and leflc then ſufficient ſuſtinance 
to live vpon, if God had not ſent 
Him ſuch fauour as. might well 
| feeme his, in ſo much rhat his ma- 
ner of life, ad nourishemet ſcemed 
rather miraculous then naturall. 


THE 1111, CHAPTER. 


How the retyring of Gregory, ſee- 


med to ſome exceſtine , and his 
wanner of life ſuſpicions , and 
the reproches which he therupon 


endured, and of anotable miracle 


which ourLord wrought by him, 
"A Lithough the life of Gregory 


eraordinary,, and fo retired from 


the connerſation of Men, yer there | 


wcerc ſome that did carp at that 


in the wildernes, was fo cx- | 


x 
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eſfranging of himſelf , eſpecially , 
becaulc they did nor throughly pe-. 


{ NHerrate that inward practite of his 
* ſoule; and the exteriour , which 
* rthcy aw, was different from thar, 

| which is commonly ſcene in ſuck 

| like Men, that are gigen to fpiri- 
| tuall exerciſes ; becauſc they ſaw 
| that ypon many holydaics he did 


actgor to Maſle , and that he had 
no ſpitituall bookes; thoſe fladerers 
of his blameleſlſe life, not confi. 
dering that the way , which Gre- 
gory tooke , and wherin God had 
cnlienghred him ; was ſo inward , 
{o ſecrer, and (o ſolitary, that enen 
his ſoule ir (elf, as he often (aj, 


| did ſtand in feare, and ſuſpected 


her owne body. And thus much 
rouching the flader,for not vscling 
bookes of deuotion , and yocall 
prayer: as for his hearing of Maſle 
ypon dates of obligation, this 
ww Jo excuſe him, that'the nce- 
reſt place ro his Cottage or habi- 
tation was 24. 01 30, mileoff ; yet 
ypon great daies he 4" went 

1) 


2/2 The life 
q/// to heareit, and afrerwardes re- 
Il turned back ro his widernes, Bur 
&' | itlis no new thing that the iuſt and 
{| : freinds of God , ſuffer ſuch like 
perſecutions, for as S. Auſtin ſaith 
yery well :, perſecution is thar 
which diſpoſech the ſeruant of 
God, for the glorious crowne, 
ſ''! | waichis ready for him 1n heauen; 
: aad LaRanrius (arch, that an Em. 
perour or Prince could not know 
the yalour of his Nobility, if he 
|| | had not enemies for their exer- 
'F I cices and triall, Beſides this , ſome 
1mputed it to great folly 1n Graſs 
ry Lopes , ſeeing him chooſe that 
| | wildernes before any other, for 
''' | his aboadein which, thoſe Chi. 
'' | chimecos,a rude Narion,did cuery 
| day kill and eate ſuchSpaniardes as 
| / they couldgerin their handes, as 
| if there had not bin thouſands of 
Angells garding and watching the 
nakednelle and (olitarines of Gre- 

4 ory,in regard of that Lord, whom 
Ii : {:racd, no man daring to touch 
| him; yea not to looke on him 
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without reſpe& , becauſe , that 
were to touch God in the apples of 
his cies , as he himſelf faith, by 
the Prophet Zachary , of thoſe 
who trouble and diſquiet his faith- 
2 fullſeraants.Bur many of rhe ſoul- 
! diours,who pafled that way,being 
| ignorant of ſuch deep philoſophy, 
called him foole and mad |Man , 
and ſaid vnto him : friend you 

* ſmellof the grage, but the ſoul- 
> diour of Chriſt did little regard , 
© theſefeares, for God had infuſed 
ſach a loue and reuerence towards 
him , in the mindes of that barba- 
zous people, that allshough they 
killed the other Spaniardes with 
their accuſtomed cruelry round 
abour him, yet when they came ro 
the place, where Gregory was, 
| they reaerenced him and (aluted 
S himwithſuch courreſyas they were 
capable of : and not only they bur 
alſo orher Indjas, that were more 
ciuliſed , and vnderſtood our lan- 
guage , ſeing him apparelled in 
that manner, like an hoſpmall 
B uj 


* hand? 


- 
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an |Eccleſiaſticall perſon then (e- 
cular by his gatmenrs, inſteed of 
ſaying Deogratias vato him , they 
ſaid Teogratias ; and ſuch was 
their courteſy 2d kitdoes towards 
him, as that they offered , him 
ſome cones ad tunas; a fruit much 
eltecmed in thoſe couries, shew- 
ing themſclucs in all things fo 
loucing and; ready to aflilt him as 
if he bad bin their Countriman ; 
kinſman, or brother ; and by this 
may bee ſcene the loue , and reſ- 
pet which they bore him, thay 
ſcing him build that corrage or 
hermitage, the Indian Chichime« 
cos themſeclues did help him ro fi 
nish 1t , bringing boughes and 
ſtones , and making morter , 
ſach is the force of good example 
and humble life, as it is able ro 
tame and fofren the hearres even 
of wild beaſts. And fo ſaid the 
Emperour Adrian, as Dion rela- 
teth ; that armes and Maicſty had 
given him the Empire, becauſe, 
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they made him dreadfull, and thar 


courtecouſnes and clemency did 


| maintaine it, becauſe clemency 


begetteth loue, But nothin 
dothiſo much declare and ſer fort 


* the great force of meeknes, 


ſweernes in wordes , lowlines in 
cariage, cheerfullnes of counte- 
nance, as that manner of extol- 
hng which! Dawd vſcth in the 44. 
Pſlalne , where fpcaking eucn hi- 
rerally-of Chriſt , he faith, that, 
one thing fer whichtheeternall 
Father: did blefle him, was for the 
comelines and grace, which was 
ſpread in his lips. : 
Bug all that which we haue ſaid 
hitherto, is lictle in compariſon of 


| that which now. we will Gay. Oh 
 Ffweetnes of behauiour !,oh good 


example in life and manners! how 
powerfull are you not only on 
earth , bur cuen in heaven ? The 


| holy Man Gregory haueing finif« 


hed his little corrage , thought 
good to make himſelf a little gat- 
der aft the manner of the anciet 


-—» 
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hermits and Fathers in the deſert | 
bur he went on but (lowly in his 
worke being very weake both by 
reafon of continuall contempla- 
tion , frequent extaſies , as alſo by 
reaſon of the auſterities, and more 
tifications he vſcd ,ſtanding all. 
waics on his feet with his head 
bare both in the ſun and wind ; 
eating only now and then a few 
hearbes and morcells of Maiz 
which the Indians did throw vato 
him ; being beſides of a weake 
conſticution , as may be ſeen by 
his phyſiognomy his picture (who. 
ſoeuer either for curioſity or deuo.. 
tion defirethto ſecit ) is very well 
drawne in the Imperiall houſe of 
the Society of Ieſus ar Madrid 
( whichis in Toledo itreer ) in the 
Church vpon the fide altar on 
the left hand going vp to the high 
altar in the picture of $, IThon 
Evangeliſt in & Ile of Pathmos, 
A certaine Spaniasd by name An- 
drew Moteno had 2 farme neere 
rYato that place ; he came fome- 
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times to help the holy Man to 
worke in his garden, and to make 
a ditch and a banke, which he 
did round about ro conuey away 
the warter , and that it might ſerue 
inſteed of an hedge or incloſure'; 
and as he came one day amongſt 
the reſt co ſee him and help him , 
fromthe top of an high hill which 
did looke into his garden, he ſaw 
a thing very ſtrange and worth 
the relating. Gregory was digging 
in his garden , and round abour 
him were many Angells of rare 
beauty richly attired and in diuers 
colours. Some of them did dig 0- 
thers caricd earth out of the ditch, 
and others helped Gregory to life 
vÞP his armes. The man was aſto- 
nished and ſtood in amazement 
aboue two howres ; he told it to 
lis wife, who was called Donni- 
a Maria de Mercado , and , ar 
her intreaty he returned to (ee the 
ſame viſion and miracle many o.. 
ther moraings, till he was aſſured, 
that it was nodreame nor imagi- 
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nation, but areall and true yifien 3 h 
ſcen with his corporall cies, and Þ * 
a manifeſt miracle , which ,ir was ® ® 
the will of God , should be publis- W 
hed and made knowne, | 3 
= D< 
THE V. CHAPTER, in 
» Ar 
Of the yemedies, with which God di 
Aid furnish him againſt the com- th 
bats , which he did ſuſtaine at © th 
thoſe times. : Þ 
w 
CG Rear was the auſterity, which  Þ! 
he vſedin mortifying his bo- T 


dy , not ſparing himſc}fone inſtar, 
nor affording himſelf any eaſe:and 
noronly this, but alſo want of ne. [7 
ceflaries gaue him abundant oc- |! 
caſion to merit. But all this was | 
{weer in cemparifon of that inte- Þ 
riour exerciſe, to the pradtiſe of | 
which, God did continually ſtirre F 
him vp. And though in _———_ ; 
it be nor knowne, in what kind, Þ 
this exerciſe was , /yet he told me 
often times, that fuch was the ve- 
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3 hemencie of his combare, thathe 
* maruailed how he could hold out 
s 2 and thar his haire did ſtand an end 
Z when he remembred thoſe times, 
| This he ſaid, being now an old 
* dearen (ould:our and much prac- 
Riſed in the like combares. Vpon 
| an occaſion thar offered ir ſelf , he 
4 | did with great modeſty tell one, 
that was well afteed vnto him, 
;t © that he had had a combate and 
* fpiriruall wraſtling with rhe {deuill 
which was ſo violent, that b'oud 
6 __ burſt our ar his cares and noſtrills, 
\. The remedic he yſcd in thefe oc- 
c,  Cafions was prayer , whercin he 
4 > continued day and night , and he 
2. & was faine to vſe all his ſtrength in 
-. [4 this combare,leaſt he Shoild yeeld, 
as |] Buramongſt the affeQions which 
-. [4 God did rue him in his prayer for 
of [4 his ſtregrheing ad cofor:tt, ther was 
re 4 one a very ſingular one in vſin 
ar © thoſe wordes, Fiat voluntas rua,f;- 
/ cut'in calo em terra, Amen Tefus : 


| the which he aid continnally, in 


fas mo 
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{o much as for the ſpace of three | 
ycares, he ſaid them menrally as 
often as he drew breath , withour 
ccaling or once forgetting:neither 
d14 hiseating or drinking, or tal- 
king with any Man,make him in+ 
rerniitt [this exerciſe ; and I once 
asking him , if 1t were poſlible ro 
remeber himſelf of thoſe werdes, 
as ſoone as he awaked, he anſwe- 
red yes : andiin ſuch manner , as 
that finding himſelf awake , he 
did not breath the (ccond time, vn*+ 
call he had ſaid them. A rare thing 
yer not impoſhble for Gregory, 
being itwas +, TA to the great 
vigilance and perſcucrance that 
Godhad giuen himzin whatſocuer 
he imagined to be the will of God 
Or okreble for his ſoule- Ar three 
earesend, wherc in he had prac- 
riſed himſelf in meditaring vpon 
thoſe wordes,, and vrofired much 
by them reſigning himſelf wholy 
to the will of God in whatſocuer 
he would diſpoſe of him , it plea- 
ſed God to put him jn another 
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; exerciſes not ſo much of wotdes , 
, 


| 
1 
| 


as of deedes ; that was an ardent 
loue of God, and his neighbour,in 


7 the which that religious ſoulc 
* (ctled her (cf as in Þ 


e moſt he- 
roicall yertue , and moſt pleaſing 
vnto God. Thus with fo firme and 
ſure a foundation, he went alwaies 
increaſing and aſcending from 
one yertue to another, neuer flak- 
ting that amarous eftec of Chari- 
ty in which the diuine goodnes 
had grounded him, as shall be (aid 
hereafter, 


THE VI CHAPTER 


= Gregory Lopes goeth to the planta = 


tion of Alonſo de Aualos and de- 
termineth to returne to Mexico 


by the perſuaſion of Fathey Dop- 
minick de Salazar, 


(3897 liked well of his ha< 


>1: ation. in the rowne of A- 


| myac becauſe he did there cnioy 


freely his ſolitarines', and had oc- 


” 


The life 


32 


commoditics for his life and con- 
uenient ſuſtenance; and therfore 
he Would nor have changed his 
habitation, bur that the I of 
his neighbour ( whom he defired 
to louc as himſelf) did ſeeme ynto 
him to require it; becauſe his ma- 
ner of hucing in the deſert , being 


fo new ad ynuſuall in thoſe partes, 7 
ſome rude . and ignorant people, 


did meruaile that he did not heare 
Maſle ypon Sundays , and holy- 
dayes , eſpecially haucing no oc- 
calions nor labours in the coun- 


try to excuſe him from the precept 7 
of the Chureh, it ſceming vato |? 
them, tharonly remporall neceſ- '? 
firy was ſufficient to diſpenſe with |: 
kim, and not the particular cal- | bi 
ling of God, and inſtin& of rhe | 
holy Ghoſt , who did bring vnto BY 
the deſerts of Nitria in Zgypt, Þ 

and ro many other parts, great Þ 

numbers of Men, who did leade a © 
Monaſticall- or Heremiticall life Þ 


ROt 


calion enough to exerciſc his po= ! 
uetty aud patience, in Wanting 
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3 not haucing opportunirie 11 one” | 
3 yeare, nonorin many , 'to fullf} 
{ that precept , er others ſuch like 


from the which in the judgement 
of all learned and vertuous men 
they were lawfully excuſed ; and 
Gregory himſelf knew thar very 
well , Per neuertheles he yeelded 
to the frailty and ignorance of 
thoſe pcople ,, and to anoyd all 


fcandall , he went to Alonſo de 


! Aualos his plantation , where he 


had commodity of hearing Mafle, 
Alonſo de Aunalos receaued him 
with much loue and courteſy, and 


; offerred him a houſe and garden 
2 of a yery good aire, and vnder- 
2 ſtandirig that he did' not cateflesh 


commanded his ſteward to em- 


* ploy an Indian to catch fish for 
$ him, Gregory accepted of the gar- 
; den , bu: would not conſent by 
£3 any meanes, thatany Man $honld 
= beſet on worke for him and'{o for 

! the ſpacejof two yeares which he 


ſpent in that place helined onely 


} vypon milke, and curdes, this time 


C 
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expired(ynderſtanding that it was 
the will of God) he determined to 


- Keturne toZacatccas,and the night 


before his departurc, as he was 
expecting day light to rake his 
z0urney , the terrible earchquake 
began, which was in that Coun. 
tity in the yeare 1576. and as Gre« 
gr) was gong to open his win- 
dow, the beames of his chamber 
fell without.doing hum any harme. 
In this journey he came ro a man- 
nour of Scbaſtian Mexia , who 
gaue him goed entertainment, 
which he requited with his ver- 
tuous example and good aduiſe , 
the which made blebivoretc In 


his hoſt that preſcarly laying afide | 


his rich apparel] he cloathed 
himſcli in ſack cloth like Gre ory 
Lopcs , tro whom he bore fack an 
affectic and reſpeR, that he deter- 


mined to put both ſoulc and goods 
IÞ 1s hand to manage and diC- Fi 


pole of then according, ro the 
orcar prudence , which he yn- 


derſtood that God beſtowed ypon 
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him. But he ſuſpeQing it , and 
knowing that Sebaſtian Mexia 
was $hortly tody, thought ir was 
not for his purpoſe, to rake ypon 
hin the charge of other mens 
goods, who to ſerue god more 


is } freely , had diſcharged imſclfof 


- 7 his owne:and to the great griefe 
- 2 ofth&all, he corinued his journey. 
x Arthar time Father Dominick 
e, de Salazar , an eminent Man of 
- > the order of the Dominicans,wer 
0 abour (ny amogſtthe mines 
"X and villages adioyning vpon Za- 
[+ catecas. This man x J's. h the 


-, + great familſarily he had with Gre= 
n * gory, was ſo taken with his good 

) Piri , and manner of life, as thar 
:d FF he did earneſtly intrear him, to 


ry goe to the conuent of $. Domi. 
in 7 nick1in Mexicopromiſing to pro- 
I- cure him both lodging anddier , 
ds 7 where he might live more quietly 
(- MF and ſecurely exerciſing apart his 
he 2 prayer and other exerciſes of his 


calling, and yer nor want the co- 
modities and profit, which a life 
Cy | 
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'n communty , eſpecially, of reli- 
gious Men, bringeth with it. Gre- 
gory belecuing that this courſe 
would be no hindrance to thoſe 
exerciles of prayer and contem- 
plation , whuch God had pur him 
into , determined to follow the 
counſaile of fo learnedza Man, 
and fo great a ſeruant of God as 
Was Father Dominick , and ac- 
Fepring of the opportunity | and 
ilmcs he returned to Mexico, ha- 
1ing bin in the ſaid Villages of 
\mayac Aunalos and Mexias man- 
"our allmoit ſeaucn yeares, and 
;1wo Months, wherein he (crued a | 
certaine mi vpo an occaſts, which 2" 
I will relate. He cloathed himſelf © 
as is (aid before, with a courſe RE! 
ſackcloath, and hauing with time 
Worne our his cloathes , he# 
thought good ro (carne where-FF'* 
with to couer his nakednes, ſeek-}F 
ing in that place a fernuice. He BF"! 


Tame to a rich farmer | who recei. 32 


ved him we - and gane him | i: 
in charge ro looke to: his hous-ft pla 
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hold , and ſee them do that whic 

_ © belonged totheir office. Gregory 
-, 2 did thar with ſuch care on the one 
* fide, and on the other with ſuch 


Cc $3 _— 

# louc and humility, as thar he filled 
hs 7 * ” . . 
all with the admiration of his vet= 
\. 4 tuc,, loue of his good carriage and 
IC = page 66s 
| 2} delire of his c6pany 3 but he hauc- 
1; Jing got cnough in, two months 
-. ſpace to put hamſelf in cloaths, 


bY 'tooke his leaue of them leauing 
them {ory for his departure, which 


a - 
,£  \they could not remedy neither 
_ with intreaties, nor teares 1, nor 


14 Mmony which they offerred him, 
1, Whilſt Gregoty Lopes walked 
oþ In the wildernes, great were the 
rej ecrrouts , with which the deuill 
Rendeauoured to affright him,make 
Zf:m turne backe and leauc'off his 
hc Joly purpoſe; ſometimes with the 
re. Jfoarings and the howlings of the 
x. w1ld beaſts, other tines with the 
He tcrucll deaths , that the In-, 
cej. Ian Chichimecos put the Spa- 
im [ ards ynto every day in that 
1ns-£ Pace, othertimes he allailed hin 
'Þ C wu) 
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with diverſc inward temptations, 
and therforethe more crafty, and 


deeeirfull,'but he had preſently re- 


courſe to his prayres and (ach 


Weapons as God had giuen him 
for his defence , which was a t0+ 
tall reſignation whcrwith he put 
himſelf , and his affaires in the 
hands of God. He did repeats 
thoſe wordes, wherin he had foud 
ſuch light and erudition , fiat wo- 
luntastua , ec. and preſtratc on 
the ground in the fight of God he 


- Caid: oh Lord thou art a Father 


and all things are done in thy pre- 
fence , and with thy will. With 


this he got new ſtrength to goe | | 


On in his way. 


He lived in great pouerty, as is ? 


ſaid, yer he neuer asked almes, nei- 


ther in this time, nor euer after in | 


his life, but truſting wholly ro the 


divine Prouidence, he did earc that * 
which Men gaue him of their | 
owne accord without asking, and | 


when that failed, he did carne it 
With his labour, He paſled many 


% 
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| daies, only with Tndian Wheate 
roſted , and ſome lents only with 
2 purslanc , whereby he came to 
{ have a great weaknes in his {to- 
| mack, which gaue him occaſion 
to merit all his life time, Somtimes 
he vſcd ro exerciſe- his body'in his 
Jor garden , and he did ſcldome 


— 


or neuer eate of the 'hearbes , 
*which he planted and culriuated., 
bur'very charitably gaue them to 
thoſe that paſſed that way. He 
did ſpend euery day ſome time in 
'the holy Scripture, and ſometimes 
his lecture was in the Eviſtles of 
$. Paul in Spanish', before they 
were forbidden , of which we 
hall ſpeake more atlarge in an- 


Zorher plgce. 
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THE YII..CHAPTER, 


He vetuynes to Mexico , and having 
bin at the conuent' of $, Domi- | 
wick: ; he goeth ts Guaſteca, to | 
£Ontiue NS ſolitary life, 


| 
| 

$ ſoneas he came ro Mexi- | 
| co;' he went ftraighr to the Þ | 
| connent: of- the Dominicans to | 
meet with Father Dominick Sala- | 

zar , who was to procure hima _, 

Cell in that place according t9 his | 

| «rm : but ynderſtanding , thar | 
he was norin the city. at that pre- | { 
ſent, he' declared his buſines ro © 
ſome. grane and: learned Fathers 7 | 
of that order; who anſwered him, 7 | 
] 

{ 

| 

] 
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that they could nor poſſibily giue 
him a cell vnleſſe he did take th: 3 
| habit which they offered hin 
i very Willingly : but be haucing® 
ſtaid there ſome daics expecting 
} his patron,in whoſe word and fa-j? 
| uour he put much confidence, a! | 


length they aſluting him that b:Þ 


is # « .* . 
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would not rcturne very (oone,and 


that when he was came, he could 
not obtaine his deſire , and with 


* all perſwading himſelf with this , 


that his vocation was not to liue 


in community but folitary , he 
! rwoke his: lcaue of that holy cons 


vent with much griefe both to rhe 
Fathers and alſo to hitafelt , being 
to-leaue ſuch holy company 3 bur 


* he eſteemed it his more allared 


courſe to continuein his firlt yo 
cation and way whichour Lord 
had :shewed him , and wherin he 
had profited fo muchallready, and 
for that purpoſe he determined to 
goeto Guaſteca,, becauſe he was 
rold that itwas awaſt and ynpeo- 
pled "Country , but very ferrill of 
w1ld fruites, on which he might 
line, Gregory made choice of this 
feate tofſiue (blitatyin,and thongh 
he might haue had canft ro feare 
his 'infirmiries and weaknes'of 
body,' yet he was more afraid of 
being troubleſome to thoſe thar 


gave him entertainment, a thing 
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wherin he was alwatcs very wary 
and diſcreet, Thexefore relying 
wholy vpon the diuine Prouiden- 
ce, he ſerled himſelf in that place 
vnrtill God did ordaine otherwiſe; 
the fruites hearbs , and roores of 
the field were his food , he fought 
valiantly the bartels of our Lord, 
continuing the exerciſe of the louc 
ofGod x1 his neighbour, wherein, 


as 1s ſaid before , the divine 


goodnes had grounded him and 


gtuen him 1ncreaſe. 
THE VIII, CHAPTER. 


Of s grieuous ficknes which he had 
and of an ill opinion , which 
ſome had conceiwedof him about 
that time. 


(3227 Lopes wou!d - haue 
ſpent the reſt of his life in 


that wildernes of Guaiteca, if he 
had percciucd that it was the will 
of 'Go4 who shewed that it was 
otherwiſe , by meancs of a vehe- 
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ment fit of the bloudy flix which 
he ſent him , in which he conti- 
nucd many daies all alone, with 
the diſcommodities that. may be 
imagined , in great want of all 
thin:s neceſſary for his cure , and 


' euen for his ordinary ſuſtenance, 


till it pleaſed God, that apricſt of | 
| a very excmplar life , by name 


Ihon de Mcſa who inſtructed 
thoſe people wihourt any ſtipend z 
ſpending his mcanes uy among 
the poore and needy , ſending pre- 
ſently for the ſick man cherishr 
ed him in his owne houſe with 
all diligence and attendance. He 
was brought very low with this 
ſicknes, vnnill | that being very 
much weakned, by reaſon that he 
had not eaten any thing in many 
daics before, he fell nflecp ,. but 
wakned againe vntimely , with a 
little ſtrength and ſtomack to his 
meate, and in a $hort rimc he 
perfetly recouered. Neyertheles 
his good hoſt would nor ſofter him 
to returne to, the wildernes 
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againe, but keepr kim in his houſe 
Ifinoſt foure . yeares with great 
edification both to himſelf and 
his neighbours ronnd:; about, who 
moued with the report of his |” 
good carriage , came to ſeehim, *' 
although he neuet reucaled to any 
what he was, what his yocation , 
nor the mentall exerciſes which 
he yſed, only this outward beha- 
uiour was that, which made ma- 
ny both admireand loue him ; yet 
there wanted not ſome , that did 
behold him with a quite different 
cic, and ſo framed differeur con- 
ceits of his manner of life ; for 
hauing no office nor exerciſe, as 
they thought , ro employ himſelf 
in, they deemed him to be an idle 
fellow , and one of no worth ; yea 
their ſuſpicion paſlcd farther, for 
ſome thought him an heretick, at- 
though thcy ſaw him come to 
heare Maſle,and comply with the 
other outward obligations of a 
Chriſtian,as well as the reſt. 

And becauſe vpon this occaſion, 
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I; got the firſt knowledge of his 
manner of life, I will here ſer 
downe the relation , which ,they 
| gaue me of him, About that time , 
# there came a prieſt from thoſe 
: parts, x0 the city of Mexico, and 
* amongſt other bafineſles, which 
| he came torrearte of, one was that 
} their lined in that place, a man , 
* who hc feared very much , was a 
: Lutherane heretick , becauſe he 
. did not caty any beades about him, 
{ 
£ 


nor shewed any other ſuch ſignes, 
> with which good Chriſtias $hew- 
> ed their deuorion;, and vprighrnes 
© of heart. Iasked him , wherher he 
ſpoke well in things roucking'our 
faith ; he anſwered, that he ſee- 
med to be well grounded in the 
# Catholick do@rine, that he knew 
2 all the bible by hearr;, that in his 
2 behauiour he was: blameles ,and 
© thar: he was allmoſt allwaies 
> alone, as if he had grear/buſt- 
| heſles though -he did not imparr 
* them to any: He ftaics agreat 
while inthe Church, and we can- 


” notgetoutofhim, of what coun- 
try he is, who were his parents, or 
kinsfolke,andliucing in the world 
he doth not meddle with any 
thing of this world, as if he did 
not lue init. I replyed familiarly, 
that I would not have that prictt 
be like vnto Hely , who thought, 
that the changes which Anna 
mad: in her countenance , at ſuch 
time as she praied carneſtly in the 
preſencee of God, were cauſed by 
drankennes , if you should ſec a 
theefe without his beades, you 

would not therefore account him 

an hererick ; how much lefle a 
man of {o good a life, ſo conuer- 
ſanr in the holy Scripture ; and 
w. hoſe conuerſation ſeemeth only 
roube with God. The pricſt con - 

{wn ced with this reaſon,anſwered, 

[t _ hat he liked well of that which I 

+ | old him , and that it was likely , 
4 har he was 4 very good man, and 

aid moreouer: I will -cary him a 

har for he weareth none (perhapes 


becauſche hath none) and I will 
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not informe the Inquiſition 'of 
him as I thought jt, OR done, 
T his paſled berwixt the prieſt and 


me concerning . Gregory Lopes, 


whom I knew nor of till then; 
* ncitherdid I then know his name 


allchough by the ſaid relation, I 


conceiued a. good opinion of his 


manner of lite , God beginning 


the, though I knew no- 
thing,, ro shew his great fauours 
and mercies;, which he was to 
doe me by means of this his ſer- 
uant , as shallbe ſaid hereafter. 


THE IX, CHAPTER. 


His aboade in Atriſco, his returne 
toMexico , ind the examina- 
tron which the Metrapol:tane 
made of his ſpirit , ana manner 


of life, 
He defire which Gregory 


Lopes had to liue ynknowne, 
and the great care!, which he vſcd 
to conccalchis ſpirit and heroick 
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his dwelling), imitating herein r 


ancient hermits-who fearing leaſt *X 


they should be knowne and ho- 
noured by Men , did trauell conti- 
nually from one place to another : 
ſohe , having bin , about foure 
yeares in Guaſteca, ſcing himſelt 
knowne and much eſteemed (both 
by Spaniards and\Indians;.by' the 
inftin& of the holy Ghoſt ('for ir 
is to'be thought that he ncuctr 
Chnges his lnice without it) 
he deparred towards Atriſco , and 
being within a league of the 
towne , God broughe him VAato 4 
man of good eſteeme, by name 


Thon Percz Romero 'who ganc + 
him lodging and all things necc(- 2 
fary for his maintenance'in his 3 
mannour, Gregory was there well Z 
rreated, becauſe his hoſts were Þ 


good Chriſtians , and benefircd 


themſclues with rhe good coun- 3 
failes and examples which he gauc |? 
them (for that was rhe gratifying 4 


and FCCOIAPCERCE , whuc Gregory 


yertues , made him often —_—_— 1 


lck Þ 
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left to them,that entertained him, 
and whereſoeuer he came } the 


1,  remper of the country was very a- 
+. ny ynto him , and the rivers, 
;_ | brookes and pleaſantnes of rhe 
r - | fieldes did: further him much in his 


re {\dcuotion and recolleCtion. But 1t 
»1£ Jwas not the will of God, thar he 
+ should ſtay in that place aboue 
kc \twoycarcs, becauſe the ſower of 
-/ix Coccle, the enemy of our good 1s 
icr Wont to hidethe yertue, and dar- 
ir) ken the light, w hich shineth and 
nd _<nlighmeth , rhar others might 
he + not profit themſelues , nor ooc 
3 a © forward in the ſeruice ef God , as 
me did thoſe hoſts of Gregory, and 
me 2 many of their ns round 
«(. & about. Therefore the c6mon ene- 
.. & my vſcd for his inſtraments, cer- 
tain religious men , that lined in 
that place, none of the learnedſt, 
bur it is likely their intention'and 
zeale was good , though not ſe- 
cunaum ſcientiam , who ſeing ſuch 
great mottification ; and fo com- 
poſed a behaujour in ſuch a young 
D 


{| 
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Ma, ſuch an admirable wiſedome, 
yertue , aud fpirite in one that had 
neither {tudied , nor cucr wore 
any religious habit, wherein he 
might haue gor ſuch good parts, 
they were much ſcandaliſed , and 


did fcare where there was nothing 


- tO be frarcd, and forgetting thar 


ſaying , thar, 'the hood make:h 
Nt = Monke, and that which 
the Prophet ſaith: Happy is he O 
Lord whom thou inftraterh and 
xeachelt rhy holy law. They did (0 
mach aggrauate the matt-r before 
him that was then Archbishop of 
Mexico, that he thoaght it neceſ- 
ſury,ro make yery exact inquiries, 
ro learne the trath ; which being 
periormed ac-orling to the order 
ot law, he declare ! 'y decree and 


publick ſentence, the great yertue | 


+ ths. 
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and innocenee' of Gregory : who, | 


hauing got by this a greater name 
and opinion of fan@ieic amongſt 


all men', rooke his leauc of loha | 
Perez Romero , and lea ing him | 


aad all bis family ſad for the loſle 
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3 of (ſuch holy company by which 
they were ſo much edified , he 
rooke 1s tourney towards Mexi- 
> co, and from a place neerc Teſcu- 
+ ro, lifting vp his cies, he cſpicd the 
'* houſcand ſanctuary of our Lady 
of Remedies on the other ſide of 
the city ; and thinking that there 
might be there, ſome habitation ; 
wherein he might continue his 
ſolitary life, he trauailed ſtraight 
rowards thatplace , withour ca- 
tring into Mexico , and ſceing 
” that it was a place dedicated ro 
{ the Mother of God, he reioyced 
| cxtecdingly, and purpoſed to. rc- 
* mainc in that place in ſcruice of 
} the Queene of heauen: God diſpo- 
= fcd all this for the good of many 


/ ſoules in that place, who profited 


2 much in vyertue by the conucrſa- 
3 tion and company of Gregory. Ar 
S his firlt comcing , and for ſome 
months aftcr, 'none knew what 


7 he was, and there were ſ:arce any 


| that malcany eſteemeoſhim be- 


7 cauſc he was yery wary in make- 


D 1 


ours , which God did ynto him , 
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ing any outward shew of the fa. 


bur ſeemed outwardly a ſimple 
Man,of few wordes and of a shal.. 
low vnderſtanding ; none did re- 
ſort vnato him, none did light ypon 
that treaſure , which God had in 
ſecrer in that wildernes. By reaſoh 
of this he wasin great neceſliry,ad 
want of ſuſtenance , in ſo much 
thar I hauc knowne him paſſe ma. 
ny daies , only with wild quinces 
bur, time running on, men began 7 
to rake more noriceof- him, ſome 
denout perſons, who did | there / 
keepe their nouendialls'inviting 3 
him now and then to dinner , oe 

they did behold with care and ar- [ 
tention , their gueſts new attire, 
and manneroftlite;ſome wereedi- % 
fied by his conuerſation,others did 3 
beware ofhim, holding it a fuſ- s 
picious marter to ſtray from the 
common covr{e, others leſle adni- ® 
ſed, indged him ro be a Man of 
ill Tife,and a diſlembling hererick, | 
arid therefore did abhorre and fly 
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of Gregorie Lopes. 3 
his company, and he 1n that kind 
ſuffered much with wodertfull pa- 


> trience, allchough I could nor hi- 


therto learne any notable thing , 
that hapned ynto him in that 
lace. This came to the cares of 
the Archbishop Don Pedro Moya 
de contreras of good memory who 


© like a vigilant and carctull Prelare, 


* thought good to informe himſelf 


of the life and behaniour of Gre- 
gory Lopcs, and the ſpirit , by 


: Which he was directed. I went 


| 
} 


* about that time to our Lady of 


Remedies to ſce him, and by 
the conferences which I had 


& with him , I remained well fa- 
© tisficed arg, his ſpirit, and 


Ro him, to be a man of ſolid 


and well groundcd yertue. I gaue 


= this relation to the ſaid Archbi(- 


f hop, and roli him thar was my 
| opinion ; he for his more ſatisfac- 
7 tion, and better performance of 


his office , would haue this buſines 


7 examined more exadtly, and gaue 
7 1h charge ro Father Alonſo San- 


D uj 
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ches, of the ſociety of Teſus, a 


man of great zcale and learning , 


ad much addicted ro fpirituall life, 
and well experienced in ir,to exa« 
mine Gregory Lopes with all care 
and diljgence;makingi(as they vſe 
to ſay) an anatomy of him, and ro 
acquaint himfcl; with his emploi- 
ments, exerciſes, and manner of 
proceeding, The faid Father went 
with this commiſſion to our La- 
dies of Remedies where he ſpent 
much time withGregory, propoi- 
ding ynto him very preciſe que- 
ſtions concerning the Catholicke 
faith, his | cuſtomes , and ſpirit, to 
all which khe'anfwered with ſuch 
breuty5 and h: miliry , that he left 


him alwaies more in doubt, fo as 


his defire of getting out the 


laine truth clearely , was increa- 


ſed in him. Therefore thinking , " 


that to vſc any other meanes , was 


but to goc about the bush , he de- 7 


rer:1.ined ro ſpeake to him plainly, 
and fo. with a graue and ſeuere 


| 


$4 
> 4 


countenance, {ajd rheſe wordes.l |? 
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will declare my ſelf vato you : my 
Lord Archbshop ſendeth me tro 
| haue knowledge of his sheep 3 
therefore , ar fwer me clearely,and 

| plainly zro this Gregory made anf{- 
8 wer:it is ucty fitting, that I + hould 
| obey my Father ard Prelate, and 
E you in his name ; this being pre 
* miſed, Father Alonſo Sanches be= 
"gan a fresh to ſift hini over and 
ouer, as king fm many very ſub- 
tile queſtions in matter of faith, 
: and Chriſtia dodrine;to all which 
* he anſwered clearely and diſtinc.. 
3 1ly, grounding his anſwers vpon 
* rhe Foly Scripture, and relating 
* the herefies which had bin raiſed 
againſt rhe Carholicke yeriry,mE- 
tioning thetimes and the chicfeſt 
of the Archheretickes, together 
with the holy writers and Doc- 
tours, who did impugne and write 
againſtthem:this he did with ſuch 
waighty ſentences and | graue 
wordes , that the father remai- 
ned aſtonicd, but much much more 
ke wondred at the good fatisfac« 
| D 1ii) | 
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( | tion, Which he gaue to all the 
'; doubts and obieQions he put yaro 
him, touching his ſpirit, and man« 
| ncrof life , and found that he was 
| enducd with much prudence borh 
diuineand humane. Hence it came 

to paſle,\thar rhe (aid father re- 
mained. not only well ſatisfied 
touching the ſpirit of Gregory, but 
alſo his great ftiend and deuote, 
He gaue an accouar of all this, to 
the Archbishop who was exceed 
ing glad , thata Man of ſuch yer- 
tae had joyncd himſelf ro his 
flock, and from that time forward 
gaue command that he should be 
cherished , and often viſited, I be- 
ing alwaics the meſſenger. The 

3 Md fl time, that I ſpoke with the 
t | Archbishop , after that Father 
j Alonſo Sanches had giuen accoir 
| | of his commiſſion; hetold me,thar 
| among other things whieh theFa- 
i. ther had told him 1n praiſe and fa- 
uour. of | Gregory , he ſaid theſe 
wordes, Trucly my Lord, in com- 
pariſon of this man I hauc not yer 
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4 begun my ſpirituallA. B. C; 


* THE X, CHAPTER. 


Guaſteca , andtheexterionr and 
gnteriour exerciſes, wherin he 


d ; emploied himſelf in that place. 
dy 


*0. p 
h Of his going to the Hoffitall of 
1 


Regory Lopes had lived rwo 
yeares in the houſe of ourLa=- 
| of Remedies when he found 
'- © himfelf very weake, and tormen- 
= tedwithapainge in the ſtomach, 


oa | 


is 

d © andthe collick; and by reaſon of 
e< |© theſe indifpoſitions , thoſe cold,zd 
- |7 bluſtering winds, which doe otdi- 
e 7 natily blow in thoſe high Coun- 
e {7 tries , Were yery hurtfullto him ; 
T and therefore it was neceſlary in 


2 regard of his health, to goe tothe 
* Hoſpicall of Guaſteca which is 
7 ſeated in the Marqueſate of Valle 
© 36. miles of Mexico, As ſoone as 
7 the Archbishop vnderſtood his re- 
3 (olution , he ſent him an hotſe of 
17 his owne ſtable, and ſomedaintigs 
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by a ſeruant who was to accom- 
pany him ad ſeruc him in his iour- 


ney. Gregory Lopes, the Archbis- * 


hops ſeruant and I departed from 
our Lady of Remedies , in the 
yeare 1580. towards Guaſteca , 
and fo great' was the eſtceme 
of thoſe, who had conuerſed with 
him in that place, that at hisde. 
parture , all made meanes to get 
ſome part, of his poore houshold- 
{tuffe, which was at that time two 


or three sheepskins, which ſerued | 


inſtecd of a bed, and a little pit. 
cher to keep waterin. And all- 
though I endcauourcd allſo to ger 
one of thoſe sheepskins, I could 
neuer obraine it, though I was 
Curate of the Cathedrall, and fo 
well knowne by all: ſuch was the 
affeftion, and deuotion , with 
Which the good people did as ke 
them. I left Gregory in his way to 
Guaſteca, leaſt I should be wan. 
ting ro my office in Mexico. Gre- 
gory therefore in the company of 
the Archbisbops (eruant,arriued at 
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Guaſteca, where he was recea- 


ued by brother Stephen de Herre- 


ra , allthough the commodity was 


bur ſmall, by reaſon of rhe great 


poucrty Which the hoſpirall did 
ſuffer in its beginning. He lodged 
him in his owne chamber, hauin 

order to giuc him that which was 
neceſlary for his ſuſtenance , and 
not to employ him in any thing. 
The brother vſed him with all 
* Joue and kindnes, as he did vſc to 
doe all, that repaired thither ; 


who thoug 


h they were many in 


number , by reaſon of the pleafanr 


remperature and wholſomenes of 


that aire , and the Hoſpirall poore 


at that time ; havin 
to maintenance t 


; 


neither rents 
e poore, nor 


houſeroome to lodge them , nor 


any thing wherewith to build , 
yer it neuer was wanting to their 


cure and reliefe ; a thing truly, 
Which if we did conſider it only 
humanly , would ſeeme impoſſible 
and far from the truth : bur ſuch 


was the courage of Bernardin al- 
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uares the founder , not only of that Þ 


Hoſpirall, but allſo of that of the 


Conualeſcents in Mexico , and of Ll 


many others which are ſpread 
oucr all newSpaine, that he de- 
ſerued his moſt profperours ſuc- 
celles, for the relicfe, and help of 
many. I remember that whea I 
as ked of this great ſeruant of God, 
his wr will,that Gregory Lopes 
mig ht bereceiued in that Hoſpi- 
tall, he anſwered me: would to 
God, Father Loſa, that I could 
bring all the poore Men in the 
world te my hoſpitall, I cruſt in Ie. 
ſus Chriſt , thar he would main- 
taine them all : be it with all m 

hart as you deſire : and well may it 
bee ſcene , that this hoſpirall was 
gouerned by Gods prouidenice, fot 
within two yeares after it was 
foundcd , there was in that houſe 
of Guaſteca , allowance for 72. 
perſons ; and from that time 
forward it hath increaſed fo 
much , that now , God hath pxo- 


uided a table in that deſert for all 
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forts of poore and needy people 
both men and weomen , ſpaniar- 


* des, and Indians, that come to the 
” hoſpitall ro be healed not only out 


of new Spaine , but allſo from 
Guatimala,and Pery, for the good 
entertainment which they find 
there , and abundanceof all things 
neceſlary for their health and re- 
licfe, and rhe great care and cha- 
rity with which they are looked 


| vnto, fo as allmoſt all that goe 
$ thither,with allmoſt incurable di- 
# (caſes, in alittle time recouer their 


pertect health ; and thus much in 
briete of this famous hoſpitall, be- 
cauſe I thimke that Gregory Lo- 
pes his being there at the _ 
ning of it, was no ſmale cauſc of 
of its increaſe. In this place there- 


| foreGregory had his maintenance 
2 ſure, vader the title of yoluntary 


pouetty , and laying afide care of 


2 allrhings (allchough the care of 
2 temporall things did neuer moleſt 
; him} he gaue himſelf wholly to 


contemplation and mentall cxer- 
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ciſcs,praQtiſing himſclf in the loue ; 
of God and his Neighbour, in } 


which he had laboured many 
yeares, Bur allthough the excrciſc 
was allwaics the ſame, yet the in- 
creaſes cucry day were new , he 
was all the day retired in a cham- 
ber by himſelf, he went out onely 
to heare Maſle vpon Sundaies, and 


holidates , and ſome of the weeke / 


dajes, and then alſo only to the 


hoſpirall chappell, and if ar any | 

time he failed there, he wear to | 
the Monaltcry of $. Dominick to Þ 
hearc it there ; and though that | 
place was yety pleaſant by reaſon | 


of the many good ſprings, fields, 
and groues - uy and proſpects, 
yet he {cldome or neuer went out 
to ſee them , for being of a weake 
and tender conſtitution, the ill 
ſmell of the contagious diſcaſes , 
which are there cured, did much 
annoy him : for this cauſe ſome of 
thoſe that aſſiſted in the hoſpicall 
aid murmur againſt him ( for itis 
no acw thing for Maztha to com- 
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Plaine of Mary) as an vnprofitable 
impertinent and idle Man, But 
* thoſe rhat did attentively conſider 
* the ations ofGregory,did eſteeme 
- |? of hin otherwiſe; for they found 
C | in themſclues the fauour and aide, 
- © which God gaue them by meanes 
)y 7 of his prayres, and that by them 
d 3 was increaſe! their bodily ſtregrh 
© 2 to aſliſte the ſick both day and 

* night, They allſo perceived the 
2 gittof counſailing which God had 
; given him , wherewith he did 
= comfort tho(: , that repaired ynto 

2 himin their afflitions and paines, - 
He tad an efpeciall faculty in pa- 
7 cifying many ofrhe diſzated , who 
; cither through their 11! conditigs, 
t or violca!nes of their diſcaſes , 
e © were & teity and froward , thar 
| Þ the infirmarians could not brooke 
| them, (o that; theſe things conſt- 
dered, he was no ſmall help to the 
hoſpicall, eſpecially being a man, 
| that had no office'or obligation to 
| meddlc wich any of theſe things, 
! for he was acuer one of thoſc bro= 
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thers that looke to the Conualeſ- 
cents, and Bernardin Aluares had 
as 1s {aid before , giuen expreſle 
command , that he should not be 2 
employed mm any thing. I haue ob- 

ſerued ( not withour profit of my | 
ſoulc ) that the digell our enemic, ® 
having got the worſt, and being 


oucrcome before in any kind of 7 
' combate 'returneth to the fight 7. 


afresh, in ſuch manner lifterth vp 


his head, and with that fiercencs 7 


aſlaileth againe, as if he had gon |Þ 
awzy before with the yidtory : {o | 
he did againe encounter this man, |? 
as if he had had only rodeale with 
our weaknes, and as if there were 
not with vs, and within vs, the fa- 
uour of Almighty God , and the 
aide of Chriſt the ſtrong armed, 
as ofren as we aske it with faith, 
and hope, Gregory knowing well 
this defence as an old fouldiour 
ynder our caprtaine' Teſts Chriſt ; 
when I did tell him of 'any of my 
combates cither interiour , or ex- 


tertour, he anſwered with the holy 
Ghoſt : 
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Ghoſt ; he that is not tempted » 


* whar doth he knowe , as if he 


Should ſay , he knoweth nothing, 
In thoſe dates that admirable Ma, 
© Father Peter de Prawia, a Domuni- 
can; a mirrour and patterne of 
= wiſcdome humility and religion 
{ (who had renobced a Bishoprick, 
2 being then firſt reader of divinity, 

and Vicar Generall of the Arch- 
bishoprick of Mexico ( his ſoulc I 


> hope 1s enducd with much glot 


F in heauen » with his holy Father S. 


23 Dominick) went very ſecretly ro 
3 to Gualteca , to be affured of the 


life and converſation of Gregory 
23 Lopes ; and jt is likely thar ſuch a 
| perſonage, ſo free from paſlion , 
| was moued with ſufficienr cauſc , 
| togoefor that purpolc in perſon : 
| in fine he made particular enquiry 
of his manner of life, and was ſo 
# well farisfhed of hiny, that from 
| that time forward, he bore him 
| more loue, and reſpect, and I no- 
| ted this, allthough the (aid father , 
| allbeir he imparted to me other 
E 
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things of more importance and 
ſecrecy, yet he never made me ac- 
quainted with his intention 1n 
going thither. 

1 haue allſo vnderſtood , that 
the Bishop of Guadalaiara with 
all care and diligence, made 1n- 
quiry of the lite of Gregory in | 
thoſe ſcauen yeares, Which , as we |; 
faid , he lined in his Dioceſe , and 
when Satan had vſed all his power 
to darken the life and fame of this x 
great ſernant of God, he allwaics 
came forth more pure and bright, 3 
like gold out of the furnace, 

Gregory did another worke of Þ? 
great profit in that hoſpitall, for he Þ7 
writ a booke of Phylick, partly Þ? 
out -of Sundry experiences , and 
partly by the great knowledge of 
the properties , and naturall ver- 
tues of the hearbes , wher with he 
was endued. The hoſpirall bro- [7 
thers made great yſe of this ' 
booke, both fer the curing of theit | 
ſick, and when they went about} 
all the country roaske almes, Aud} 
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* fuch Was the good lucceſle of 
? thoſe remedies and medicines, 
* Which they did apply ro ſundry di- 
* ſeaſes by the preſcription of thar 
® booke , as if the authour therof 
2 hadſpent many yeares in the ſtu- 
= dy of phylick. He ſpent ſome time 
# 1n making and mending his poore 
2 clothes, for he had a particular fa. 
2 culty cucnin that, and he did both 
2 cut-out and make'yp all his owne 
© clothes (;euen to his gray gaber- 
22 dine with which.he covered him- 
2 ſelf) excepting a hatr, which he 
7 neuer- yſ{ed, vnleſſe he trauailed 
*7 much in- the- Sun, He did nor 
. 13 make himſelf any new $hooes, 
7 but he mcnded them ſo well, as 
| that one paite would laſt chree 
ano FP ESESIBSE 1 
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THE XI CHAPTER 


By reaſon of a grieuous ſicknes he 4 


returnes to Mexico, and from 
thence to Saniafe, 


T pleaſed God , to remoue that | 
lampe to another place ,there to ? 
shine and giuec lighc for a while, ” 
and therefore he ſent this his (er- 
uant a feauer , allthough ar firſt ir 2 


was not knowne to be ſo;he with 


great courape, mortification and? 
patience kepr himſelf on foot for? 
three daics ſpace as well as he? 


4 


could , yntill the vehemence of 


the diſeaſe made him ly downe , 


and bc" let blond fourtcen times, 


which in ſuch a weake, body,| 


would haue bin enough to haue| 
raken away his life; bur God pre- 
ſerucd him to be an inſtrument of 
his greater glory and the profit of| 
many, ſo that, allthough he came} 


allmoſt to the laſt gaſpe, yer he re-|} 


coucred againe, but ſo, that thcrc!? 


i 

3 
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| were left after his ſicknes , ſome 
\ 2 very tronbleſome remnants,as was 
a great inflamatis of the huer, and 
he > a little tingering agye, which was 
| | not quite - HPTS. out. For rhis rea4 
2 ſon he was forced to remoue to a 
3 cold habitation, ro witt to a towne 
3 rhree leagues from Mexico called 
8 S. Avguſtine . he lodged 'n the 
# houſe of Iohn Eſcouar , who had 
 Intreated him in Guzſteca to 
+ come 10 his hoiſc;from thence he 
3 writ to me giuing me norice of his 
and T arriuall, I receined his letter ha- 
tor uing my foor in the ſtirrup to goe 
he $ to (ec hin in Guaſteca, ] wen: to 
 O'YsS. Auguſtins, where I found him 
nc ,'} yery weake and ill accommoda- 
1eS, FF ted for want of attendance , and 
7 not thinking it convenient for wit 
LauclÞ reaſon ; that Ke should r:mainc in 
prc-iF tharplace, I brought him with me 
Fro Mexico, and kept him in my 


ir off houſe ſome months , whileſt he 
P | > # * 
amy was mending;during which time, 
=_ > _ - 
, l e aſhited many deuout foules , 
CIV 


* who came to yilithim , and cons 
| E it) 
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fer with him about their affaires, ? 
and ſuch was the good thar he did | 
in this kind, that 1t might cafily be 3 
perceiued,, that God had brought |” 
him for that purpoſe to this city , | 
all:hough he neuer ſtirred our of ? 
my houſe all che time that he liued 
here ( but only to heare Maſle in 
the Colledge of the Society of Ie- i 
ſas) cuen not to ſee the Lady Mar- F 
queſſe of Villamanrique the vice- | 
roics wife, who had a great deſire Þ 
to ſee him and had requeſted me | 
thrice to bring hum to Tl Pallace, F 
but he excuſed himſelf ro me (ay- 7 
ing,that he had no need of theLa.. Þ? ® 
dy Marqueſle , nor she of him.and 
in this act he shewed no (mall cou- 
rage, eſpecially the Marquis being 
at that time in great eſteeme and Þ 
his lady obeyed and reſpected by 
all. Neuertheles ſome yeares after, M® 
Gregory vnderſtanding , thar the 
Marquis was much troubled with Þ 

a vitite , that came to him our of { {ee 
{pain2,faid ynto me : now I would {*'Y 


vice the Lady Marqueſle if she lit 
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3 would ſcnd for me , and the Mar- 
F quis were at thar rime in Teſcuco, 
2 and Gregory in Sanrafe; where by 
| may be ſcene how far he was out 
| ef theordinary ſtraine of human 
| courteſy, fince that in time of pro(- 
© perity he denicd the vilit , which 
; he could cafily have made, and 
7 in time of adyerſity he offcr. 
7 red himſelf to doe it , being 
then abouc 4. miles going and 
comming. 

| He was not as yet perfeQly re- 


: 


| coucred in Mcxico , and his lin- 

y- | gering ague d1d nor forfake him, 
! he was very Weake and had bur 

od þ\ lictle ſtomack to his meate ; on 
k 

# che other fide he longed for his de- 


rh a Mos 


( firedfolirarines , and allrhongh he 
} had ſtrictly obſcrued it within my 
| houſe at Mexico, yet he made 


More account of the commo- 


| 
. 


27 Ff g 
rhe | diouſnes of the Cou:rry; and there- 
ith © fore I went abour carefully , to 


© ſceke out ſomes ſcare neere the Ci- 
[ty , where he might enioy his ſo 
© litarignes, -and I might often (ce 
| | KB uy 
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him , and in ſome manner 'reliene 
his ficknes and pouerty. Whulctt 
we were 1n theſe thoughts, ir fell 
out one day, God fo diſpoling , 
char we went out both together, 
to (ce alittle village called Satafe, 
fix mile of from Mexico , the ad- 
miniſtration whereof belongeth 
to the Deane and Chapter of the 
Church of Mechoachaa : it ſec- 
med ynto vs very fit tor our pur- 
poſe , by reaſon of irs good remper 
and wholcſomenes of the aire,and 
the pleaſantnes of the trees and 
ſprings , which are wont to make 
a ſolitary life more pleaſing , all- 
though Gr-gory did not much re- 
gard rhole recreations, all his con- 
uerſation being tnreriour , as $hall 
be ſaid in another place, Idealt 
with DoQour H-rnando ortis de 
I::0:ofa firſt r:ader of divinity and 
Canon of the Cathedrall of Mexi- 
co and at that time gOucrnour of 
Santafe, who like a vertuous Man 


and willing to further all that was Þ 
© ood, very freely gaue Grego!) Þ 
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leaue, to dwell in a houſe ſome- 
whar diſtant fr6 the viliage which 


ſtood neere the warer that runs to 


Mexico. wages order allſo that 


the Jndians should bring him all 


things that were neceſlary for his 


ſuſtenance, ar the coſt of the hoſ- 
pitall which is founded there, and 


| belongeth allſo to the Church of 
 Mechoacan. Gregory Lopes hauc- 
| ing obtained this licence of Doc= 
| tour Ortis went to that (vlitary 
dwelling the 22. of May 1589. 
| being whit-munday where he c6- 
| rinued his exerciſcs of prayer and 
| contemplation vnrtill his death, as 


| Shall be ſaid by and by. 
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THE XII, CHAPTER, 


Of the life which Gregory Lopes did 
lead in Santafe, and of his dai- 
ly exerciſes, 


= aboade was new vhto 
Gregory , yer very fit for his 
ſpirituall excrcifes,the which were | 
not new ynto him, but alwates F 
the ſame , that God had taughe F 
him from the beginning, though 
allwaies wich greater progrelle. 
He was in that little houſe all a- 
lone , almoſt ſeauen © months 
without conuctfing with any man. 


! 

} 2 . O 

| | I vifited him as often as I could, 
| 
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and ſometimes, as I thinke, ſome 

other deuout perſons that lined F 
ther aboutsz who by ſecing him ae 
the Parish Church vpoen holidaics 
at Maſle, were much edified,and | 
by this occaſion came to viſit him, t 
By theſe my often viſits, I diſco- C 
ered cucry day , more and more | d 
of his great riches in yerca* aad 
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of Gyegorie Lopes, © 7, 
ſpirit ; wherby I became very de- 
firous coliuc in his company.I de- 
fred of God borh by meanes of 
other deuour perſons prayers and 
allſo my owne, that he would ler 
me yndcrſtand his holy will, be- 
cauſe in ſome mens opinion , rhe 
cmploiment, which I had in Me+ 
xico, was much ro Gods (eruice ; 


' for I had bin aboue twenty yeares 


Curate of the great)Church , and 
had the charge of ſuch poore 
people as were ashamed to beg , 
whom I did prouide of ſuch things 
as were necellary , with the almes 
which I did continually aske 


* for that ;purpoſe, for ten: yeares 


and more ; for which reaſon my 
Superiours doubred very much, 
whether it was conuecnient to giue 


! meleaucor no to retire my ſelf to 


| 
| 


| aſolitary life, Ar length ir pleaſed 


God (o to diſpoſe this matter, as 
that I reſolucd that this courſewas 
couement, and my ſuperiours con- 
deſcended vato it, and gaue me li- 


# ccace which till then was denied 


F 


| 
| 
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me; ſo Icameto dwell 1n Santafe, 
about Chriſtmaſſe of the ſame 
yeare1489, where I attended vpon 
Gregory vntiil his death obſc ruing 
diligerly all his wordcs aid deeds, 
both day and night, ro ſec, if by 
familiarity and common conuer- 
ſation,I could diſcoucr any thing, 
that was contrary to the goud 
eſteeme , which 1 had of his ex- 
traordinary vertue ; but it was ſo 
much increaſ(cd in me, that cucry 
day his fpiric ſcemed more admi. 
rable, his yertues more herojcall 
and his conuerſarion more celes- 
tiall. In this time I heard from his 
owne mouth moſt ef that . which 
is hererelated, though he did ne- 
uer ſpeake purpoſely of thoſe 
thinges that had hapned vnto him, 
but only ypon diners oceaſions , 
when it ſeemed neccſlary for my 
profit, or the good of other de. 
nout perſons ; and all this hapc- 
ning ſo (ſeldome and ſo vnawares, 
thatTIdid not take ſufhciernotice of 
at , tO caty it away; acither did I 
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of Gregorse Lopes, my 
thinke I should out-live him (6 
much, as to be able ro write of 
him, and this which is writen of 
him is very little in reſpe& of that 
Which is wanting. Thoſe admi- 
cable thinges, Which I marked 1n 
him, would be very hardto be re- 


| lated hiſtorically,only I will nore, 


that his life was ymiforme, ſo as 


! thatwhich he didoneday , he did 


another,and with this rule he paſ- 
ſed months and yeares. Therefore 
I willbriefly ſet downe how he 
(pent the day and night , that 


| hereby we may gather ſome little 


part of the great yertue, which 


was in him. 


At breake of day he did open 


his chamber window that he 


might begin to diſpoſe and order 


* hisdaies worke ; and washing his 
+ facc and hands, as ſoone as it was 
| day light he read in the bible a 


little more then a quarter of an 
hower, and then $hut his booke 


| againe. His end in reading that 
+ booke, was only becauſc it was 
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the holy Scripture , and becauſe 
Godhad giuen it him to reade; and 
allfo, that if he did nor ynderitand 
ſome thing the firſt rime,he might 
vnacritand it the ſecond: eſpecial- 
ly, becauſc he did bearc ſuch a reſ 

pett and reuerence to the holy 
writ, that vpon the reading of 1t, 
he grounded that which he had to 
doc in the day time, and that (© 
conſtantly and duely, as that ſome 
tew daics beforc his death hefaid ; 
I have not read in the bible theſe 
ten daies, I doc nor remember 
that I haue omitted it ſo long a 
time before , fince I began toliue 
ſolitary. After he had read the 
Scripture ;he-berooke himſelf to 
his other exerciſe, which was 
inward and ſecrer, as that by no 
outward ſignes, it could be per- 
cciued of what kind it was , whe- 
ther prayer , meditation ,or con- 
templation,it itwas of ſad thinges, 
or 1oyfull , whether he was 10 ac- 
tion or paſſion , whether he ſpoke 
with God , or Ged with him, on' 
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ly it might be gathered by his 
great modeſty and grauity of cou» 
renance, that he was continually 
wm the preſence of God , neuer 
looking fig ht of him; alltchough he 
neuer imparted theſe thinges to 
others , yet he rold me thoſe 
thinges , which I haue writ of 
him , and shall write hereafter, 


* He did all ypon an occahon 


which I will here relate, declare 


| ſomething ro Don Fray Domin- 


go de Salazar then Bishop of rhe 
Philippines, who returning from 


# thence to Mexico , to.goe to 


Spaine, paſled by Santafe on pur- 


poſe to viſir Gregory Lopes, with 
whom he had had great farmhari- 
ty , as is (aid before in the fourth 
Chapter. This prelate, among o. 


ther thinges defired him to tell 


O 


* him, what exerciſe he vſcd and 


wherin God , had employed him? 
to which he anſwered plainly 
that his exerciſe was to loue God 
and his neighbour, The Bishep 
replicd; you rold me these ſame 
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words in Amayca fiue and twenty 
yeares a goe , how 15 this ? hauc 
you bin allwaics doing the ſame ? 
Gregory anſwered: I haue allwaics 
done this , though there be diffc- 
rence betwixt that times worke 
and this, Wherby ir is cuidenrt, that 
the preſence of God , which Gre- 
gory. practiſed , was not mcercly 
that only, but was accompanicd 
with 2 feruent loue of God and his 
neighbour which is the end of all 


the divine precepts, ad the higheſt | 


degree of perfeftion, that can be 
attained in this life, This he gauc 
himſelf ro both morning and cuE- 


ing and the moſt part of the night. Þ* 


Theſe were his prayers, theſe his 
meditations, this was the daily 
bread, wheron that religious ſoulc 


did feed. And though he gaue him. 


ſelf ro this all the day, yer I did 


marke, that in the morning chic- 


fly , he was withthis exerciſe, as 1t 


were , tranſported. He had no 


certaine place norpoſture of body 
which he did ordinarily yſe in it; 
molt 
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moſt commonly-he did ſtand, or 
ſitt, or walke m his Chamber ; 
ſometimes he went our into a gal. 
lery , which was neare his cham- 
ber,to enioy the ſun a while. In his 
latter yeares he could not kneele, 
by reaſon of his weaknes of body. 
At eleaucn we did dine both toge- 
ther, with another: guelt if there 


2 were any , for Gregory did not 


eltrange himſclf from any, eſpe. 


cially not from deuour or religious 


perſons. In dinner time our diſc 


| courſe was of God, or of ſome na« 


rurall thinges , out of which he 
did draw ſome Spirituall conſfide- 


| ration, grounding very .profund 


doctrine vpon them... After dinner 
he ſpent ſometime in theſe kinds 
of diſcourſes. when there was any 


| rel:gious perſon prefent,that made 


| vp the third, he did harken very 


1 


attentiuely ynro tym, bur would 


| neuer begin any diſcourſe himfelFf, 


valeſſe he were asked, or the pre- 
ſent occaſion dill ſo require. Ar 


'Þ other times , I did readevnto him 


if 


F 
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ſome ſainds liues out of Villegas 
his Flos Sanoritm z $ Francis his 
Chronicles, the/booke, called the 
{pirituall meadow, and other ſuch 
bookes, and this exerciſe laſted 
ewo yeares and more, His time 
of recreation being ended , he re- 
eired ynto his chamber , {till con- 
tinuing in his vaion with God, 
which he did ncuct interrupt, nci- 
ther with cating , or talking , ot 
any other outward occupation : 


ke did ncuer ſleep in the day time, | 


ſo that he had the more time to 
conuerſe with God. If rowardcsy 
eucning (for it ſeldome hapaucd in 
the mornings ) there came to vi- 
fir him , anv body that de- 
fired ro talke with him in priuate 


f 


| of 
| 


— 


about buſines, he denied entrance |-Þ 


to none, he gaue counfaile and 
comfort to all, and offered to all 


his aſſiſtance in his prayers vato F 
God without exception of perſons | 
or times,ſo that in theſe laſt yeares Þ 


he was much vilized, not only by | 


. 


od 
F. 
$ 
15 
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th? commoivſort , bur much more 
by religious - Men and. Cleargy 
men, and men of great learning 
and authority, There were many 
gentlzmen_ and great Ladies that 
ha4recourſe vnro him, ſometimes 
in perſon, otherrtimes. by letters , 
making him acquainted with af- 
faires, an | defiring his counſalle, 
ani prayers alſo for. their good 
ſuccelle. Bur amongſt — WH, 716-4 
Luys de Velaſco , Marquis of Sa- 
linas ( Who was Prefidens of the 
Councell,and had bin twice Vice- 
roy of new Spaine, and once of 
Peru) came ſome times to vitlir 
Gregory Lopes, for the great af- 
fetion and reſpet- which he did 
beare yvato him, and ſtaied with 
him ſometimes . two or three 
howres together ; andhe found in 
him ſufficiene yaderſtanding to 
ereate , not only of his priuaze af - 
faires belonging to his foule , bur 


.alllo of the publick betbnging to 


the gOucrnemcat of the King” 


| dome, 
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In this manner Gregory ſpent 

| the cucnings, before ſanſer he re- 
| tired himſclfro his chamber , and 
did nor come fourth againe rill 

the morning. He neuer yſed cadle 

light, from'the time that he wenr 

aro the wildernes , which made 

ſome - aske 'me our of curioſity, 7? 

what he' did- all rhe night in the 
darke, not conſidermg , that his 
exerciſe, being interiour , did not | 
depend of this marteriall” light , 3 

but of the ſpiricuall, which neirher Þ 

day nor night was wating, He did 

n<ucr cate ſupper asis ſaid , and ox 

was al! alonc1n the datke, vnull 

mine an2 athalfe, or ten, andthen® 

| he laicd himfclt downe vpon his 
1 lirele couch , coucred only with a 
mcane coucrler; and this was the; 
+ ſoftcſt bed, thar enci he had, for 

F' ar firft che bare grofidwas his bed | 

'F afterwardes ſome sheepskins, ani} 
me few yeares before his dearth? 
he accepred at my carneſt intrea/| 
F; ey, alittl-rhin martrefſe, and th: 
| coucrlet I ſpoke of. In this manuct 
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nt hedid ſleep, to my thinking , nor 
e- © aboue two.or three howers in all 


nd the night ; for he did ſpend the 
till Freſt awake in contemplation till 
dle "day light, when,as is ſaid, he ope- 
ent ned his window, He vſed all the 
ade _caics of his life, the (elf Came exer- 
ty, ciſcsas 1s faid , and in this manner 


the Hepaſſed oner,the time thar he li- 
' his ued in Santafe,yntil it pleaſed God 


not |Fto take him- away to cniey cuer- 
ht ,i Jaſting reſt. 

ther £ 

«did #® THE XIII. CHAPTER. 

1d {0 "2 

rxt2 ll Of the death of Gregory , and of 
theni® the moſt remarkable and admi- 

n his rable thinges, which 
7ieh 2 then happened. 

25 rhe. 

4 for A Nd now it ſcemed, the time 


. bed þ approched , wherein Grego- 
' any was to paſle, from this momen- 
{carhWary bfe , ro an cuerlaſting , there 
ntrea-Mo recciue the rewarde , which 
ad th:Þod hath prepared for bis faith- 
1annc' Full ſeruats,for in the MSth of May 


F i) 
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1596.he was ſtricken with an aire, 


which did {o diſtemper him, as 


that he never found hini{clf fo 
weake and ill diſpoſed and pre- 
ſcntly he loit his ſtomack allroge- 
ther , in ſo much as that he could 
not swallow downcany thing bur 
liquids thinges , and them allfo 
with munch difficulty. Few daies 
after he fell'inro the flux ( a di- 
fraſc troubleſome , nnd dangerous 
in ſucha weake body)yet hewould 
nor ſufter , that a Phyſitian should 
be ſent for , partly , becauſe of the 
experience which he had in; the 
cure of thar diſeaſe , and parrly,be- 
cauſe he knew , that the ſtropg 
medicines, which the Phyſitians 
vie to apply, would inlefle time 
walſt the little ſtrength , which he 
found in himſelf, and ſeeing me 
folicirous by reaſon of his difcaſe, 


and that I deſired much, that ſome * 


remedies should be applied, he ſaid 
vnto mc: now, Father Lofa, let ys 
walke Gods pace, as if he should 
fay , that conformity and refigna- 
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of Gregorie Lopes, 37 
tion of niind was for thoſe times, 
and not to be talked of, when 
there is nothing that rroublethvs, 
but all goeth well with vs : (o he 
was ed to:lay commonly,that re- 
ſignation is allrogerther deedes , 
and hath no wordes, He ſper ſome 
daies after this manner , with thar 
patience and courage as he was 
vcd to ſuffer his other ſickuefles , 
yntilypon the day of S. Iohn Bap. 
tilt the 24.0f Iune, I 'thought it 
ficting to glue him the bleſled Sa- 
crament , and askeing him whe- 
ther he thoug hr it good to receive 
itthen, he anſwered yes, and that 
he 'reioyced much , that it was 
ypon the day of $, Tohn Baprilt his 
c{peciallparron, I gaue him the 
blefled Sacrament , and fearing 
that his death did draw neere I 
had ſome holy oile in readines a- 


1 gainft it was ncedfull: for beſides 


his great weaknes and illſtomach, 
he had got a hicketthat was very 
painefull ynto him, and his pulſe 
aid bþeate with intermiſſions: nor. 

F027 


$8 The life | 
withſtanding all this, ſuch was his 
courage, that the very ſame day 
that he receiued his Viaticum, and 
all the daies following he riſe our 
of his bed, and made it himſelf; he 
made himſelf readie, and allwaies, 
euen to his death, he did riſe to 
the ſtoole , and though commodi. 
ty was offered him, yet he would 
morrtify himſelfin not vſing it, He 
grew weaker euery day,not being 
able to cate any thing ar all, he 
only ſuſtained hinſelt with ſtrong 
waters', which were ſcnr him in 
great quantity from Mexico , by 


1mnTy of quality ; which when 


e receiued, adiniring at the pro- 
ui lence of God , he ſaid, with 
great fecling:rhov art wonderfull, 
o Lord , for that a Man whoin 
all the world dorh nor poſleſle a 
pin of his owne, should haue need 
to live vpon waters of kings and 


princes, and should fnd choſe, that 


would gine him them without MF 


ſeeking for Now the day of the 


glorious Apoſtles $.Pcerer andPaul 
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was .come , and I donbring thar 
my ſick man would nor out-lige 
that day, thoughtir molt ſecure to 

we him Extreme Ynction. He 
was very glad that this Sacrament 
was to be adminiſtred vnto him 
vpon that day of the Princes of 
the Church to whom he was 
much deuoned, and had allwates a 
defire to ſerue, The time being 
come, wherin I was to giue him 
abfolution in 'verrue of his Balla 
Cruzada , I bad him call ro mind 
ſome fin, though of the yeares 
paſt, chat T might abfoluchim, 
and apply varo him rhe Indal- 
gences of the See Apoſtolick; 
whereunto, he anſwered , that by 
the mercy ot God, he did not feele 
any thing troub!= his conſci-nce z 
th- which was to be vaderitood 
of mortall fins : whence may be 
gathered. thir he never commit. 
ted any in his 1:fe ; becauſe he was 
not 12norant, that none cuer l'\ued 
wi: hovr veniall fin, -xc-pting our 


Lady : though, it might: be allſo, 


g9 T he life 
he (aid that he did not remember 
any veniall fin, not becauſe he had 
ncuer committed any, but becauſe 
he had not committed them wit= 
tingly, and being asked (odainly , 
It might yery well be , that here- 
membred none, With that I gaue 
him the Sacrament of Extreme 
Vaction ; afterwardes importu- 
ning him , that he would ſuffer 
Sheeres to be brought him , to 
caſc him ſomewhatof his paines , 
e an{wered: now that I am ahoi- 
led TI may receiue them, and, thin- 
king that his death drew neare, I 
Cafenco him : will you dy-now ? 


then ſpeaking ro himſelf, he aid: 


now nature wilt thou dy?shewing 
by this, the pity and compaſſion , 
which the ſpirit had of the body, 
or the higher part of his ſoule of 
the lower ond (cnfitiue : for Gre- 
gory ynderſtood yery well, this di- 
niſion and anatomy of the inward 
Man and the outward , and the 
parts of both, and he was vſcd to 
diſcoutſc: yery elegantly. of it, Se 
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of Gyegovie Lopes. ST 
yehement were the paines, Which 
he endured in his body, as tharT 
once asking him, how he did,and 
w here was his paine ? he ſaid, thar 
from the ſole of his feet to the 
crowne of his head there was no 
part free-from paine ; ad belides 
this, our Lord on the other fide 
did afliQt him in the moſt :1are- 
riour and ſenſible part of his ſoule, 
ſo that both inwardly and out- 
watdly he might haue abundant 
occaſion of merit. In this kind I 
will rell one thing that Was gene- 
rally knowne in Mexico , though 
perhaps all doe not relare it '{o 
preciſely as it hapned, and rhere- 
fore it 1s 'not amnle to ſer downe 
the truth. I'will conceale the per- 
ſohs ' rames becauſe thoſe thar 
knowe them will eaſily gueſle rhe 
right , and thoſe thar doe nor 
knowe them, there is no reafon 
why they should. 

Amongſt thoſe perſons of qua- 
lity that came from Mexico to vi- 


kt Gregory in this his laſt fie knes, 
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there was a great Lady,, who was 
wife to a noble man ,thar ſcrucd 
the king.in an honourable office, 
$hedid nor giue ſuch Good exaplc 
in the city as she might haue 
done, both in matter of brauery 
and exceſſive expences , as allo 
in playing at crades, wherin $she 
loſt much time and mony allſo, 
drawing after her ſome. other 
noble weomen , who, vnder her 
wing , did dare ro giue {cope to 
thar vice,their husbands not being 
able ro hinder them, This La- 
dy came to Sanitafe the third of Iu- 
Iy ſeauenteen daics before Grego- 
ryes death, to viſit him, and che- 
rish him, for allchough in the 
thinges aforeſaid she was ſome- 
what faulty , yet for workes of 
mercy, and compaſſion rowardes 
the poore and afflicted , she was 
much to be commended. As ſoone 
as I vnderſtood ofher comming , 
I ſent word ynto her, that she 
Should not com: into the houſe ; 


hauing made ſuch little yſe of his 
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of Gregorie Lopes, 93 
prayers and labours for that ha- 
uing bin here before, she had nor 
left oft playing att cardes, and ta 
ken away the ſcandall which she 
did giue therby , being a purgato- 
ry to fo noble a gentleman as her 
husband was; therfore she mighr 
retutne ro Mexico, for there was 
no meanes to fee the ſick man, 
neither would her almes be well- 
come ynto him, She made diuerſe 
replics , and in meſſages back- 
wardes and forwardes , were {pet 
three orfoure howers, I {till deny- 
mg her leave to come and viſit 
him, - Whileſt therfore this 
Lady expected the laſtreſolution 
and\an{wer, that deuore of ours, 
whom I ſpoke of, and others allſo 
certified me, thatShe came with a 
great deſire to amend , and Jeauec 
of her idle life, ahd gaming , and 
that rherfore jr would much auaile” 
for |her- entire amendment , to 
coinfort'her, and yeeld ro thar 
which $she did 'fo much dcfire, 
Wherwith I was fatisficd, and of 
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opinion that she $should ſee him. 
As she came in art the doore , a far 
of he ſaid vnro her : Father Lo- 
ſa had promiſed, that you should 
not come in ar this doore ; to 
which she anſwered: he hath rea» 
{on, bur I will amend. As {oone as 
She ſaw Gregory she rooke much 
compaſhon of his infirmity , and 
began preſently ro ſerue him with 
er owne handes fitting on her 
knees at his bedd fide,ad ro dreſle 
his meate , for in that she had a 
ſpeciall faculty , though $she had a 


greater in commending herſelf 


carac{tly ro his prayers , and ma- 
king' vſc of that good occaſion in 
time before it {lipt away; for whi- 
leſt he was here, she was cuery 
day both morning and cucning 
With the ſickman a great while, 
beſ-eching him vpon her knees, 
and with tcares, in. her cies, chat 
he would pray for her, and take 
her ſoule into; his charge, Heer- 
with she bega; to feele a great al- 
tcration in her mind ;:for now 5he 
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did take contentin treating of hea. 


l venly marrcrs, and of ameEding her 
4 life; and there in my preſence.she 
4 d1d burne a pajreof cardes , which 
2 She had brought with her in her 
* flecue, ro paſle the time withall ad 
F- c2me to me to confeſſion, and af- 
h |} rerthatrimeT perceived a change 
4 in her foule. In fine ſome few daies 
h before she was to rcturne to Me- 
-r | mTico, hauing bin enemorning,as 
e She was wont to doe, intreating 
a | the fick man to aſſiſt herwith his 


{ prayers to our Lord, She turned to 
16 4 me yery joytull, and ſaid : Father 
\.. [5 Loſabeare me witnes ,that Father 
n | Gregory Lopes hath promiſed me, 
- | thar when Idye, he will come for 
my ſoule to cary ir to heauen, be- 
cauſe I doe not knowe the way. 
And to Gregory Lopes $she asked 
him: doe you' make me this pro- 

miſe? ro Which he anſwered : yes, 

I promiſle you. After this diſcourſe 
enſued two things very rcmat- 

| kable 3 ene was, that the paines 

* and torments of Gregory did in- 
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c:caſe yety much, the other was , 
that ihis Lady fell iaro the fame di. 
{caſe , whereof Gregory died : yet | 

norwithſtanding Fe {taicd rwo 
daies in this village ſerucing him 
as much as her ficknes would giue 
her leaue, and powring out, being 
ypon her knees before him, abun- 
danrt teares of repentance. With 
this aſlurance she returned to Me- 
x1co, becauſe her ficknes increa- 
{cd, and at her taking leauc Gre- 
gory (11d vnto her : fare well, for 
W:= s5hall not ſce one another ' 
againe by reaſon of our weaknes 7? 
of body. As ſoone as she came to 
her houſe, she did write vnto me 7 
ſome good ſayings whegby she did 
Shew , that her (onle was toucht 
by the powerſu!l hand of God, 
and among orher things she ſaid 
vato me , that the Phyſitians of 
her body did apply to her diſcafc 
many good medicines ., (\but that 
she di1 moſt deſire, that the Phy- 
fitians of her, ſoule would remem- 
ber her often in their prayers to 
| God, 
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God, Her infirmity waxed grea- 
| rer, together with confuſion and 
ſorrow for her ſinnes, and fignes 

* of true repentance. Ar the Fame 
_ ** rimelI did alſo perce:ue that Gre- 
gory his paines were increaſed; for 

that Lady being allmoſt at the 
point of death, rhere came hither 
\ Martin Lopes de Guana a publik 
b Notary , to viſirourfick man, as 
= © hedidvſe ro doe at other times, 
ſ with a meflage from the ſaid La-- 
xx © dy, who efired him to be mind- 
full of her, and he requeſted the 


e&s © ſame in the name of all his houſe 

to © and his owne ;wherunto Gregory 
. ' 

ne |& replicd', as one that had a great 

lid | _ ypon him : ſoI doe, I feele 

chr Þ her ly very heauy vpon me. This 


od, It ſeemed — vnto me, for I ne- 
Cid F& uer perceived any thing in him 
. of [& that did molelſt him, or that he 
ifs 15 complained of but only in this oc- 
| caſion. To conclude the Lady died, 
© leauing bchind her great tokens 
| of her ſaluation, and shewing, at 
| the hower of her death , ſuck 
"1 
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ſignes of true repentance , and 
ſorrow for theill example, wher- 
witiishe had withdrawne other 
perſons afcer her, as that this ſo- 
daine alteration was of no leſle 
edification, thea the diſorders and 
looſenes of her life paſt , had bin 
of {candall; and within few how- 
ers the newes of her dcath co- 
miag to vs, I told it vato Grego- 
ry , and he with a 1oyfull counte- 
nance ſaid only theſe word-s: God 
15 powerfull, I asked of a brother 
of the Conualeſcents who neucr 
went our of Gregory his ſight, 

whether at that txme and hower 
when the Lady died as they told 
vs, he had perceined any vnuſuall 
thing ; ; and he told me, yes}, for 
he (aw him beſides himſelf and. as 8 
it were in at extafic at the ſame 
tm* ; whetby I did gather , that 
it had pleaſed G9d,, to accomplibſ » 
Gregory his promiſle , and that he? 
hal'bin preſent in ſpirit ar the 
dearth of his denote, and cartie!? 
her to Purgatory that afterwat« 2 
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he might cary her with him to 
heauen , when he departed out of 
this life, Of this I have no certain- 
| ty , but it may bc piouſly balecued 
> | according rothar which is herc 
d | related. I hane here told this hi- 
_ ſtory , to declare fomwhat of the 
59 zeale which Gregory had of the 


J- ſaluation of ſoules, and to shew 
J- that the loue of God id hig neigh - 
C- bour, which he did continually 
ons exctciſe Was not a meere ſ{pecula- 
it  nionand built only in theaire, but 
got that the loſle of foules (pirirually 
ht, went cucn to his hearr, an4 that 
N Cl with all his ſtrength he did ſeeke 
ol! 7 their recoucry,thongh at his owne 
wall $ coſt , and by enduring the pu- 
fo! F nishements due to another fins, as 
4,43 *Z jt ſcemes in this occaſton he ſuffe- 


ame 2X re\]thofe which the other 5hould 
that "S haue done; for beſides the orie- 
SZ nous patnes of ht; body, which he 
I did (uffer from his head to his feer, 
I his inward torm-nt was very ve- 
hement, which he did vndergoe 
£om the time that he rooke that 
; G tj 
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ſoule into his charge,iu ſo much as 
that he did wonder at himſelf, and 
he that neuer complained of any 
thing , in this rime did (ay with 
great feeling : Iceſus, God help me, 
what a Purgatory is this?and once, 
as I was about to feauc him vpon 
ſome bulines he ſtayed me; ſaying: 
keep me company, Truly the ſay- 
ing of [eſus Chriſt ro his Apoſtles 
keep me company,had in 1t a great 
miſtery ; shewing by this , that he 
found himſelf 1n his foule deſtiture 
of that ioy , wherwith our Lord 
was vied to comfors him in ſuch 
occaſions at othertimes ; but the 
ſtrength With which he did ſuffer 
this, the integrity of his fai:h,and 
the confidence which he did put 
in God, Was that which I did mot 
admire at in him : and becauſc his 
ordinary exerciſe after he went 
out to liue folitary , was to reuiue 
that (faith, and make a more 
ſtraight vnion- of his ſoule with 
God, therfore his heroicall yer- 


eucin this kind, appeared clearly 
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when occaſion was. I was wont 
to aske him in this hislaſt ficknes, 
how he Went oa in the exerciſe 
of his contiuuall a& of rhe, loue of 
God, and heallwaies, eucnnill his 
death , anſwered, that very well; 
and, ro make this more euidenr, I 
will here put downe in parncular 
ſome queſiti6s which I asked him 
When [ {aw him molt troubled 3d 
the an{wers which hegane me. I 
once asked him , whether fo great 
paines did not feparate him ſome 
what from God? he anſwered : 


* nota iot; another time ſceing him 
=> much afMiicted, I (aid yaro him , 


4 
þ 
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now is your mind ypon God ? he 


ſaid and where should it be elle 2 


# his death being neerer, whileſt he 


# was in his agony, I asked him ; 


= aow arc you well fixed vpOn Go42 


4 he ſaid, I am nor Il, Vpon an other 
$ occaſion , haucing bin much re- 
S collected , he turned vato me and 
© {:id: Perſeucrice with peace auai- 
© leth much; and as I c6forted him, 


© aying, chatour Lord did lead him 


G 1 


IO2 The life 
through croſles, as his beloued 56: 
I am glad, ſaid he, I am glad that 
his willis fulfilled in me, Laſtly 
when I thought it was time to 
give him the holy candle, I faice 
theſe wordes vato him: now 1t 15 
timeto goe,and ſee the ſecret, wall 
you haue the candle ( alluding to 
the hiſtory which he did know, of 
—_ Alonſo the wiſe, who being 
in the like paſlage, ſaid, giue mc 
thar candle , let ys goe (ee rhar ſe. 
cret) wherunto Gregory made 
anſwer with a wondertull conk. 
dence; there is no ſecret , allis 
cleare, it is noone day with me, 
This is not to be vnderſtood (o, as 
that Gregory should ſay , that at 3 
that inſtant he did ſee God cleere- * 
ly : for that kind of cleare viſtion 3 
hath (eldome hapned in this life; 2 
the clearnes, which here he did : 
ſpeake of,is that of contemplation, 3 
which holy men doe call a clearc? 
knowledge, becauſe this light of 2 
contemplation ioyned wich the 


generall light of faith , cauſcti® 
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$0: ach a ſecurity , and a ſpecial 
Hat ind of ccrtainty of the diuine M1- 
ſly ſteries,, as that in compariſon of 
eto the ordinary knowledge of the 
aide Faithfull,it 1s called a cleare know+« 
Tt 1s edge ; though in reſpect of the 
wall leare fight ot God ,it be but ob- 
g to Afcure. Gregory (ſp oke of this 
w,of learnes whe h- (ai i all is cleare, 
cany nd, to (ay, that ir was noone d- 7 
> mc. ith him; Was no great EXaggcra- 
tſe- Bon, becauſe the }tg ht of contem* 
nade plation gocth far beyond rhe light 
onk. of noone day. With this ivu ncible 
all is courage and yalour, fall of faith , 
1 me, 8 OPpc and cha! ity , tak ng a rl 
Go, as Wrvhile atter,the candlein his haad 
at at 8 he yeclded VP his (oule to kssCria- - 
eere- X OUT , tO continue for all ercrnit y 
viſion ( being [ſwallowed vp and outr- 
life; © helmcd 1n that infinite {ez of the 
ie did Wouc of God ) that excellent a} of 
arion, MWoue wherin (as much as is pefſible 
cleare Wor human frailty in this place of 
ht of MWexile) he had allwaies endeauou- 
? thei edto excerciſe himſelf and excel!. 
auſcrh $16 died on ſaturday at noone , on 
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the 20. of Inly of the yeare 1596. 
ypon which day che Order of the 
Carmelirces doth folemniſe the 
fealt of Elias the firſt Father and 
Founder of the ſolifary life, which 
Gregory Lopes had fo perfectly 
obſcrued. He liued 54, yeares, and 
23. of rhem in ſolitude, His body 
remained as if he had bin alwue, 
and, as we that were preſent did 
conceit,with a certaine brightnes. 
At the ſame time wee felt a very | 
pl-aſing ſmell, which came from 
his body , and remained in the 
chamber wherin he died : and 
(w hich is more to be admired ) his 
winding Sheet keptthe (ame (nnell, 
and his cloaths doe retaine ir till - 
this day. It is allſo worthy of no- 
ting , thar rhere being preſear ar | 
his death th-Canon Nicolas Mar- | 7 
tinez Rectour of this place, and | ; 
my (elf, who had bin 20. yeares a I 
Curate, and three other devour Þ 
lay men, none of ys, did thinke of 
{1;ing for him a Reſponſory of 
the deal, ſuch was the ioy thatwe 


| p Cid feelc by ſeeing him , and was 
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*cauled by his happy paſlage. His 
Tbody was laicd in the Church of 
this village, by order, of the Do- 
ZQtour Iohn de Ceruires Vicar Ge- 
Tnerall of the Archbiſoprick , and 
now Bishop of Guaxica, who vn- 
Ederſtanding of Gregory his ficknes 
EZ who(c ſanctity was well knowne 
"Fraro him, came to viſit him ſome 
© daics before his death, and to des 
© fire him that he would cauſe him - 
ZX(lf, to be buried where it should 
pleaſethe Archbishop of Mexico, 
For his Vicar Generall, He ſpoke 
Sfirſt with me about this matter, be - 
Sfore he ralked with him, and I 
 Fanſwered him that at that time 
3 Gregoay did not take any care for 
® his buriall, that all was at my diC- 
Zpoſing,defiring indeed that his bo- 
dy should remaine in the Church 
Tof Santafe ; but I would not de- 
Ztermine yntill I had ſpoke with 


* Fhim; and telling Gregory what the 


2 Vicar Generall did require, he (aid 
Fthcle wordes : ler the Vicar Gene= 
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rallhis will be done, for thatis the 
will of God:and ſo this being take 
vader witnes before a Notary the 
Vicar Gencrall commanded that 
it Should be buried in thisChurch, 
yet {o, as that ir should be lawfull 


to tranſlate ir ro the Cathedrall of | 


Mexico when it plcaſed the Arch- 


. bishop , prouiding hereby with 


much prudence and mature iud- 
gement, that if in proceſſc of time 
1t Should pleaſe God to declare by 
miracles, how much he?hath bin 
pleaſed by this his (ſcruant , the ci- 
ty of Mexico might be honoured 
with the treaſure of his holy bo- 
dy. There were preſent at his fu- 
neralles many deuout perſons, and 
of good account who had flocked 
thither from Mexico and other 
parts only for that purpoſe, and 
brought with them torches and 
wharſocuer elſe was necellary (or 
the better ſolEnifing of che office, 
which was -performed by Don 
Alonſo de Mota y Eſcouar Deanc 
of theGhurch of Mcxico, who was 


* aſcrmon at them,- 
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chen Bishop ele of Guadalaiara 
and now isof Tlaxcalla. His body 
was eaterred neare the high aultar 


2 on the ghoſpell fide, aud many 
> perſons that touched him 24. 
> howers after his death found his 
=> limmes ſo flexible as if he had bin 
=> aliue, thoug h/'commonly dead bo- 
1X dics, as 
"2 cold, yſe togrow ſtifte fo as their 
= ioyntcs cannot be bended, Some 
= ſay that God is wont to beſtow 
# this gift and particular na. 4 
Z ypon virgins bodies , as1t 1s likely 
XZ that he was. At his buriall allſo 


oone as they become 


the forcſaid {mell was felt, wher- 


|; with the peoples deuotion was ſo 
© increaſed, thatthey curr off pieces 


of his pune ent very greedily,thin- 


7 king theſclues happy if they could 
7 but get any thing that was his. 
; They folemniſed his funeralls vp6 


S. Annes day , and Doour Her- 


XZ nando Ortis de Hinoiofa Ca- 


non of Mexico, whodicd being 
choſen Bishop of Gautimala, made 


. 


l ros The lefe FF 
This was the maruailous ehd * 
of this ſeruant of God whoſe me- 
| mory deſcructh to be kept and re- 
[ ucrenced by all, not only the cit1- 
' Ffensof Mexico, bur alſoof Madrid 
his country , for beſides the obh1- 
gation which all the fairhfull haue 7 
to worship 3d honour the 7 5g vl 6 
and memories of ſaints, theſe haue 
a particular, the Province of Me- 
il xieo by enioying theſe pretious re- 
 liques,and the moſtfamous towne 
|| of Madridthe court of the Catho- 
lick king, becauſe itis now cui- [7 
Lil dent that he was borne there, and |? 
ff Chriſtned in the Pariche of S. [7 
Giles which is that we fpoke of 
before and is the Church of the |* 
Franciſcans diſcalceate, and the Þ* 
Parish is av this day incorporated | 


with $, Iohas, 
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Tha end of the firſt Booke, 
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| ©} SECOND BOOKE. 
e ZOF MANY OTHER 
. maruailous WorKes of the life 

" 3 and death of the ſtruant 

-. = of God GregoryLopes. 
Mee CO roencaes 

3 THE FIRST CHAPTER, 

7 | : Wherin are treated many notable 
f 3 things by which it hath pleaſed 
'. | God ro manifeſt the ſantiity of 
6 Gregory Lopes, 

d 


\& Od is a faichfull freind 
of his ſeruants,, as ſaith . 
the Spouſe in the Can- 
&# ticles, and it is ſcene by 
| this, that one of the properties of 
== true freinds is to procure by all 

7 meancs poſſible, when it is nc= 
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ceſſary or conucnicnt , to make 
knowne and lay open thoſe 
good partes which ly hidden 
and concealed in thoſe whom 
they deſire tro honour and reward. ; 
And this 1s the Title which Nabu. 7 
chodonoſor gaue ynto the God of | 
Iſracll, after that Danicll had in- |? 
rerpreted his dreames vnto him, 7 
ſaying: Truely your God is God of 7 
Gods, Lord of Kings , reuealer of i. 
ſecrets, and interpreter of great, 
and hidden miiteries, ge 
Gregory dicd ro the ejes of the 3 
world (I meanc of Men addiacd 3 
ro the word and forgetfull of their 3 
ſaluation ) but he liued in the me- © 
mory of the Faithfull, and cf the | 
trueChriſtians, ro whom God be- 
gan, to rcucale in thedeath of his 
ſceruant , how acceptable his life 
had bin ynto him, of this we have |? 
infinitetcſti monies and bethis the 
firſt, F 
At the ſame hower that Grego- 
ry died a certain religious woman 
muck exctciſcd in yertue and 1n- 
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teriout conuerſation ( with W hom 
this holy Man was vſcd to haue 
communication in the ynion of 
{piritualllife ) beiag at her prayers 
rapt in ſpirit, she ſaw him come 
towardes her,ſaying theſe wordes: 
filter I am going to heauen, you 
are not to goe fo foone, becayſc 
your -preſence is neceſlary for the 
ſeruice of ,Go1, andthe comfort 
of this monaſtery ; this ſaid , he 
preſently vanished away 3 leauing 
her ſoule much edified ad reſigned 
to the will of God,though her de- 


= firc was to be freed from that mor. 


tall body, and be with Chrift. And 
before the.newes of Gregory his 
death came ro Mexico , she told 
this revelation eo her ghoſtly fa- 
ther, who being a4” AF of the 
truth adviſed her not to diuulge 
that which had bin rencaled vnto 
her, yntill it pleaſed God to de- 
clare what was to be done : he did 
allſo counſaile her to pray more 
catneitly vaco God to affure her 
whether this was a yifto from him 
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erillafion of the divell, and rwelue 
daics after she rold her ghoſtly fa- 
ther , that it was the wall of God 
that this should be rcucaled vnto 
me , becauſe I had inquired of 
what had paſt ; and moreouer , 
that theſe wordes were ſpoke vn- 
to her, by the mouth of her hea- 
uenly ſpouſe Ieſus Chriſt, Where- | 
fore, thinkeit thou , Gregory 1s 
laced ncare me? becauſe he left FO 
all remporall things for my ſake, 
and lived with inward recollecs K 
tion and filence. [ 
I haue- bin told of a re!igious *Y 


woman whoſe yertuc and fpitit is 7 
well knowne vnto me, how that 
five yeates before Gregory | his | 
death , laying herſelf downe ypon |? 
her bed after Prime , becauſe at? 
that timeshe was ſick, God shew-|? 
ed her in her ſleep , the heaucni' 


open andall the religious Orders, |? | 
and Martirs going out in pro-\ 
ceſſion : and more ouer our Lady: | 
with many of the weomen ſaints ,"Þ 
and our Sayiour Iclus Chiiſt my 
WI. 
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c Apoſtles,and $he being amayſed at. - 
- this viſion, it was told her thar 
d | - they went to viſit holy Gregory 
o | Who was lick. Afﬀterwardes $he 
ot |, vnderſtood that he was like to dy, 

', © and that he had not earenany 
n- | thing in five daies. 

a- £2 A ccrtaine perſon .whoſe wil. 
e- þ7 dome vertue and humility is well 
is | © knowne to all, moued with an 


eft FX aftecu of deyoris and louewhigh 
SY he did beare towardes this holy 
ec» [Þ man , did deſire him, ſome dajes 

before his death , to remember 
Zhim , and he promiſed him to doe 


| 
10U$ | 


ir is 86, and rhe firſt ſaturday night af - 
that |" Feer Gregory his death , this man 
his | Mawin his (lcep a vition wherwith 
ypon Fe wakes; and that which he ſaw 
fe at | vas the licences of holy Gregory, 
hew-| Whoſe bleſled ſoule did, asit were, 
aucnt WFovite 27 (elf vnto the others body, 
-ders,\ nd made him praiſe God in his 

pro-\Þ aints , eſpecially in thc holy con. 
Lady | W-ſfour Gregory with grea: Tubily: 
nts, $4 this paſt for a while ; and he 


& with | maining very toyfull and much 
hi 
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comforted , he began againe tg 
fecle himſclf touched ouer all the 
body, and awaking therwith now FP 
the ſec6d time , that shape of Gre- 'J? 
gory did center into him mooutng |: © o 
im after an extraordinary man- a” 
ner and making him praiſe God, => 
in fach fort as it was notln his tu 
power ro ceaſe one inſtant, and Zw 
withall made him vaderſtand, and 7 qu 
acknowledge, how yaworthy he | of 
was of that fauont,and how much 
he was obliged to ſerue God , and 
be gratcfull for that vifitc of his 
faithfull freind. 

A ſeruant of God of approucd 
yertue { whom our Lord reacheth 
and incourageth by many extalics 
and rapts ) being one day, ten 
y cares , before Gregory his dearh 
{ore affli&ed and full of paine , he 
began to conlider with him(ſclt the 
excellence of Gregory his {pitir, 
and being in this conſideration Þ 
rapr in ſpirit , there was ſer betore : 
the cies of his ynderſtanding an Þ 
mage ſo cleare and tranſparant as 


a # 
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that he could ſee through it, and 
it was told him : ſuch is the ſoule 
. of Gregory Lepes; where at he did 
+ bath wonder and reioyce very 
much, anq told ie ynto Gregory 
who anſwered not a word. 
_ Arecligious Man that leda fpiti- 
euall life, much addicted to prayer, 
= whilcſt he was praying in the 
quire; had ſuch a cleare knowledge 
of his being nothing , giver him 
by God art the interceſſion of Gre- 
pory, as that it much edifieth all 
that treate with him, and withall 
luch a grear loue of God, and vni6 
ith his diuine maicſty , that two 
Months being paſt fince he recei-» 
=ncd that fauour, he hath nctier diſe 
Zontinucd that vnion, but allwajcs 
pcrſcucrcd in one continuall a, 
& There was acertaine Prieſt, that 
Fas much affected to the yertue ' 
2nd ſpirit of Gregory, and had 
Fr car hape co find fauour in the 
Won of God by meancs of his 
Wayers; he confidering ſometimes 
; With bimſclf ( a little while after 
E Mt "© x 
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Gregory his death) how happy he 
was and gracious 1n the fight of 
God,oncec 1a his fleep he ſeemed tg 
heare a voice which ſaid Aske; 
and in confirmation of this word 
he asked ſome thing of God which 
nll;that time he could neuer ob- 
raine, and it was granted him pre. 
ſcatly the ſame day; and by the 
ſame meancs he obtained othea 
things, not only for himſclf but 
allſo for others, 

To another denout man, that 
came to aske counſaile of Gregory 
being now dead, as he was vſc4 ro 
doe whaleſt he liucd , it was ſaid: 
zudge not thy neighbours , and bc 
more temperate, wherwith , he 
told me, that he had reaped much 
profitia his ſoule. 

Many. other things like yats 
theſe hage bin wrought by our 
Lord, whereby appeares the great 
glory. , wherwith they diuinc 
goodnes hath honoured Gregory 
aft -r his happy paſſage, and raade We . 
knowne his great ſanctity by a 7 TH 
number of migacles. j 


—_ 


TT 


117 
"THE SECOND CHAPTER. 
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of ſome Miracles which God hath 
* wrought by the reliques of Gre- 


? gory Lopes, 


Ti 


$5 Odis wer to exalr his freinds, 
\ Ot only in their heauenly 

ountry where they live fos cuer, 
ut allſo in this place of exile 
Iyhere they dy, and ro honour 
thoſe at their death , who honou.. 
ted him in cheir life, working mi- 
wacles by the inft man to the'end 

hat his good workes may be 
| as; power of God ho- 
Wouring him with 'miracles who 
Had ſ(crucd and honoured God 
Avith his vertnes. And bcocauſe the 
Wanciirig and vertue of Gregory 
WMaue bin fo excellent , therfore the 
$9ivine goodnes hath done , and 


Wdoth ſtill euery day , fo many mi- 


acles by this his feruanr , as thar 


Wf any curioſity and 4% paney had 


Win vcd in garhering them tOgc - 
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ther , and approuing them by th's 
time we night hauc made a $90d t 
large relation of them, and I hope f 
}n God that he will yet worke #þ 
more for his greater glory,the ho- Wh 
'Þ 
C 


nour of this holy man, and our 
profit and edification ; I will here 7 
only relate ſome of the moft cer- Mel 
tatne and approucd, To! 
The ſame day that he was bu- FR 
ned, an Indian woman of good Rec 
account , wife to the goucrnour of 
this towne , Ing Eh of o11c 
arme and in great paine, atthe 
ſame inſtant, as she tooke Gre- 
gory his hand in hers, to kifle it, 
She found herſelf perfetly ſound 
and free from all paine, giueing 7 
God thankes for the mercy he had ? 
Shewed her by this his ſeruauts 3 
meanes. 
A little girle of five or fix yeates 2 
of age, was' ſore tormented with Þ 
a diſcaſe ( which she fell into by 
eating of carrh)yery dangerous by % 
reaſon of great obſtructions and 
ſwelling in her belly , rogeth« 
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© witha vehement ague, and bea- 
®tings in her head and heart;zand 

EZfouredaics after Gregory his death 

E being much afflicted she ſaid vnto 
her Milſtreſle, who was a Lady 

" Fn0ble by bloud but more for her 

X Chriſtianlike behauiour , an1 re- 

| collection which she made choice 

Zof, and!obſeructh in the Mona- 

. Eſtery of the Conception at Mexi- 

| co: Mothcr,leaſt that God should 

' take me away apply vnto me thar 

; little welt of Gregory Lopes , 

; Gear: was =—_ vou , for he will 


Zeure me ; She did fo leaning the 

, Xchild at night with a great feauer, 
| Rand when vhe riſe to: Mattins, as 
; -Fshe was wont to doe, in paſſing 
| Fby 5he went in to (ce how the 
; child did, whom $he found a ſleep 
X and rid of her ague, and awaking 

; WF her ,asked her how $he did, she 
1J anſwered ; well, for the ſaint hath 
y FF taken away my paine. The ſaid la- 
; "Þ dy rendred 'many thankes to God 
| FF for this ſo great a miracle. : 
© FF Another great woman in Mc« 
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xico , Was tormented with a head. 
ache, in ſuch manner ,'as that $she 
was like ro loofe her ſenſes, and 
finding no help in any remedies 
«TY ad 3 She laid ypon her 
head a flceue of Gregory his dou- 
bler, whichto her great happines 
was kcpt there in great deuotion 
and reucrence,and she did preſent- 
ly take her reſt |, free from all 
paine. 

A child of rhree months old , 
the firſt and only fon of his parets 
(who wetc of the beſt ranke of 
Mexico } was {ick of a feauer not 
being able cxther ro ſucke or fleep: 


whileſt alltho(c/of the houſe , and 


of the kindred allfo were troubled þ 


hereat, one of rhe maides ret em- 
bred herſelf of a.cerraine relique of 
Gregory which was in the houſe, 
which being laid vpon the chills 
head, he preſently tcl! aſleep, (ome 
howers after awaked , tooke the 
teate and was well ; his parenres, 
and rhofe that were preſent , gaue 
many thankes 'yuro God ad 
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int for this miracle. 
= In the ſame ciry there was a 
Prieſt who was fo troubled with 
»  thecoothache, as that for three 
7 daies and three nights he could 
nor have one inſtant of reſt, and 
by reaſon of its ychemence his face 
was much {ſwelled ; his morher 
gaue him a piece 'of Gregory his 
* garment, and he with faith and 
deuotion applying it to his checke, 
preſently! fell a fleep and flepr 
- from nine of the clock at night 
yntill che next morning, and then 
awaking he found the ſwelling of 
=> of his facc aſlwaged, and himſelf 
> without any palne, attributing this 
| = ſodaine reconery to the intercef- 
> fon of this ſaint and giueing God 
thankes for it, 
* In the houſe of a Gentleman of 
> Mexico, a man well knownein 
* this kingdome, there befel! ynto a 
*X Clauc of his ſuch a ſodaine accidenr 
S andgreat misfortune, as thar all 
held him for deadof a vehement 
fit which he had; a gentle woman 
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" that was preſent calling ro mind 
that she had in herkeeping a picce 
of the Shirt in whichGregory dyed 
( which I had giuen her ) she cau- 
ſed a little coferito be brought her, 
and taking out the (aid relique, 
She laid it vp6 the ſick mans fore. 
head, and preſently he came to 
himſelf againe whole and ſound, 
though with much a doe : and be- 
ing asked What he had felt, hc 
anfwered ; nothing. All that ſaw 
this accident , with its circum- 
ſtances eould nor but attribute 
this cure to a miracle which our 
Lord wrought by his ſeruant Gre- 
gory Lopes. 

In the city de los Angelos jan 
honourable Lady was brought to 
the point of death by a violcat 
feauer, which $she fell into being 
great with child and neare her 
rime ; butthe infant dead in het 
wombe her husband ſeing her io 
this danger, intreated a brother of 
the Conualeſcents by name Ioha 
Vallcisto yilit her ; he went and 
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carried with him a little piece of 
Gregory his garment , and apply- 
ing 1t to the ſick womans neck 
ſaid raro her:put your hopc in God 
and reuerence thus relique of Gre= 

ory Lopes , for by his interceſ- 

Foo you shall be reſtored ro your 
health : it (eemes $he did fo ,Yor 
being deliuered of that creature, 
she remained ſound. 

The ſaid brother applicd the 
ſame Relique to a fick woman in 
the ſametowne, who had ſuch a 
gricuous headache , as thar for a 
Tong time she cried out continual» 
ly both day and night ; he wished 
her to put all her confidence in 
God, and firmely to belecue thar 
he would giue her her health}, by 
the merits of Gregory Lopes. She 
preſently recouered rendring ma- 
ny thankes ynto God, and remai- 
ning deuout vnto him who by his 
interceſhon had freed her from 
lo great paine, 

{ In the city of Taxca a young 

man was infected with a pittfull 
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leprofi, and after he had tried ma« 
ny medicines, and ſpent much in 
the curing of ir, and all in yaine, a 
brother of the Conualencets gaue 
him a little picce of Gregory his 
go , bidding him apply ir to 
is neck , and take this ſeruant of 
God for his Patron with an aſlu- 
red hope to be healed ; and it came 
eo paſſo, char within eight daies 
he found himſelf cleare of the le- 
proſy, and diwulged this miracle, 
publishiag every wherewith much 
grarirade, the wonderfull workes 
of God and the praifes of Gre- 

ry. 

S th a, village of this kingdome, 
called , Higualapa, a gentleman 
had bin , for the ſpace of 16, 
months , troubled with a grienous 
ine of thecollik, nor haucing in 
all that time ſcarce a day nor 
hower free, eſpecial'y the laſt 
twenty dates , in which h's pa'zc 
did not diminish/a whit nor gize 
him one minute of reſt As it hap- 
ned there was preſent a gentle» 
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woman wife to the clvicfe Iuſtice 
of that prouince, who told him, 
that many miracles had bin 
wrought through the denotion, 
whichthoſe of her bouſc,did beare 
vnto Gregory Lopes, and that if 
he, with the like faith, would 
make him his mediatour ro the di- 
vine goodnes , he might aflure 
* himſclt of his health, The fick 
* man hcaring this tooke « piece of 
© Gregory his 6hirr, and appliedit 
& tothe place where he felt his grea. 
+ reſt paine, and hoiding it there a 
$ liccle while , he preſently voided 
= aſtone of the bignes ofa pine ker- 
= ncll!. Hcrwith he recouered and 
ncuer afrer felr that paine, and 
# hcld it for cerraine , that this hap- 
| pines, and (afery did befall him by 
 themerits andintexccſhon of Grey. 
* gory Lopes, to whom he was cucr 
# atcer very deyour, 

A rather of the Conualeſcents, 
named Alonſo de la Fuente was 
| fix yeares in the hoſpitall of Gua- 


© Itcca, allnoſt allwaics fiek , full 
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of emplaſters and both legs full of 
holes and corruption, The chicfe 
brother (c1ng him ſo incurable, 3d 
that beſides theſe and other ſores 
and paines, there was gowne in 
his forchcad a ſwelling as bigge 
as an egge , and another , not 
much lefle in his anckle , both 
very paincfull , he remoued him to 
the hoſpirall in the Ilande , of S. 
Iohn de Vlua, thinking that he 
would reconer 1n that place be- 
cauſe it was of a hotrer temper. 
Bur it fell out quite contrary , for 
he grew much worſe by reaſon of 
the moiltnes of the fea ad the cold 
north windes, This brother being 
one day ſad and troubled in mind 
recommended himſclf ro God and 
all the ſaints, and carneſtly bc- 
foughr Gregory Lopes to obtaine 
him his heakch ;and remembring 
himſelf of ſome reliques of bis 
which were ginen him art Guaſte- 
ca, he applied them to his head 
with a night capzand to his leg 
with bands, throwing the em- 
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© plaſters and patches, which he 
wore, into the ſea, and in three 
or foure daies after he had applied 

= the ſaid reliques he found himfelt 
perfectly cured of all his diſeaſes , 
© ſwellings and ſores without any 
© other medicine, and he was ne- 
ver troubled with the afterwards, 
= wherby he plainly perceived the 
= force and efficacy of Gregory his 


E 1arcrceſſion, 


THE THIRD CHAPTER, 


= Of the knowledge in the holy Scrip- 
& ture , which Goa infuſed 
into Gregory 
Lopes, 
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| " A Lithough Gregory Lopes 
a neuer Rudicd any kind of 
mlcarning , not fo much as Gram» 
mer, orcuen Latine, yet he yn- 
gcctitood the holy Scripture, and 
Frurned it into ſpanish (in the opi - 
$20nof ſome learned men ) with 
(ach propriety and judgement, as if 


PCC 
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he had ſpent all his lifein the ſty. 
dy of the Latine _— and Diui- 
nity,ſo as manythat ſaw him turne 
oucr the bible, and read it with 
ſuch ſtrange readines,in divers vc.| 
caſtons that were offered him, 
would hayerather thought he hal 
red thiages Writen in his owne 
Mothers tongue ; then tranſlatcd 
them out of another, He had by 
heart all the hiſtoricall part of th: 
Scripture, of the Ghoſpell of $ 
Matthew and S. Iohn word by * 
word, and rhoſe things which 
were ſaid by the other rwo Evan: 
geliſts more then was by theſe;tht 
Epiſtles allo of $. Paul and the 
Apocalips. To conclude he hz 
ſuch a perfe knowledge of all th:! 
holy Scripture, that being asked oF 
any place or ſentence whaiſocuer, RR: 
he anſwered with incredible rca- F 
dines and certainty. = 
Father Peter de Prania , being 
Vicar Generall of this Archbiso- 
prick came to vifit Gregory whi- Þ j 
Jeſt he was in my houſe at Mexico OF, 
xeco- | 


2 
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tecoticring his health,and fe cha- 
ged to aske him abouta place in 
the Scripture i, which after long 
ſtudying he could not find either 
an the Bible,or the Concordances, 
J regory heating 1t (aid this place 

x all the Bible bur there 1s 
another like it and it 15 this; open= 
Ing the Bible he preſently shews+ 
ed it to the Vicar Generall , and ic 
Was the ſame that he foughe 
\ for, 

Three DoQtours of Divinity of 
the yrviuerfity of Mexico confer- 
ring with Gregory in this village 

_ 2of Sanrafe, about ſome hard place 
of the Scripture, inrreated him 
| withall to tell them if there was 
| any placc in Scripture , that trea - 

| "ge: a certaine matter which 
gcy mentioned ynro him. To, the 

Wcard places he anſwered very 
learcly , and gaue them one very 
roper for their purpoſe , which 
Wicy had nor found, though they 
Rad ſtudied chat matter very dili- 
F-utly : wkerat bejng much aito- 

p 
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'; niecd, they ſaid in my preſence: 


| hereisa learned man indeed, what 
| | 15 our knowledge in reſpect of his, 8. 
Beatus homo quem tu erudieris Do. © 
4 1 Me 
min}, Plal.. 39. » 
. "7 4 1t 
Certaine religious Men very ® þ 
learned , being in Santafe ſpokea 7 nt 


ſentence as out of Scripture, in his s h 
- . : ( 
preſence and he (aid : that 1s not Þ 


K 4 A? w, 
| L Scripture ; they much wondering MX. |. 
hereat looked into the bible , and "I 


found rhat he had ſaid true. [t was © 

; mu ſel 

a thing worth admiration how 

| certainly he knew in how many RX C 

| places of the holy Scriprure, this #6, 
thing , or that thing was ſaid ? o! "oh 


whether it was in it or no? to this {#5 
purpoſe a religious man a publick - viſit 


j reader of the Scripture, and one FRyg « 
! that had conuerſcd with him, fail Je 
| vnto me ( as one that knew him | 
| 


any man about the holy Scriprure 8 
with ſuch warincs, as I doe with 3 
Gregory Lopes. 

Certaine prebends being in c6- 
pany With him, told of another 
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that was preſent , how that he 
knew all the Pſalrer by heart : he 
anſwered ; that which is to be 
* eſteemed is, if he cangmake vſe of 
*> it when its requiſite ; for jn this 
* he was ſingular, rhat he could call 
to mind both the thinges which 
* he knew and their places when ir 
was necedfull\ 
Ther were (0me Preachers, who 
Haueing occaſion to retire them= 
© ſclues ro Santgfe, when they were 
to make a ſetmon , were viſcd to 
- (ay , that they needed not their 
= Concordagces where Gregory 
> Was. 
” Don Pedro Moya de Contreras 
viſiting his Archbishoprick, came 
*ro Guaſteca where Gregory did 
line at thar time, and ſcat vnto him 
#by me to aske a doubr , wherunto 
he anſwered fo profandly as that 
FI did nor dare «© bring him the 
F anſwer, but rexvning wich the 
S meſlage, I ſaid ynto him; I had ra- 
Frher thar you would heare Grego- 
Foy his reaſyns from his owne 
\ I 1j 
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mouth then from mine, and (o he i 
will anſwer you when you goe to ] 
ſee him. When the Archbishop had { 
bia with him , and heard him , he : 
remained well fatisficd and much 7 0 


amaſed , and (aid vnto me: I ne- Ty; 
uer thought that he knew ſo 7m 
much. as 

Father Dominick de Salazar, *m 


who died being firſt Archbichop *fo 
of the Phulipptacs, ſpoke in this. * th 
manner of Gregory twenty ycares th 
before his leah , la"the preſence 7 amt 
of three graue and learned reli- 
gious mcn of the order of S, Do. 
eminick : how 1s this Fathers, that 
we, with all that we hauc got b! "786: 
ſtudying in all our lite, know no: 2 p/ 
half ſo much as this young nz 
doth? 

Many learned perſons , th 
carae ro aske him doubts our of the * 
holy Scripture, returned wel! (3-7 
tified, and amaſcd ar the grea 
knowledge, which it had pcaſed 
Godto bettow vpon th s his ſerun 3 
among{t others cameca Doctour 0 2 


* had bin defcnde 
-* of the ſociety of Icſus at Mexico 
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"Divinity Who ſome daics before 


had bin preſent at ſome conclu. 
{16s out of the holy Sciprure Which 
{ in the {chooles 


ypon that place Malach.z. Ecte ego 
mittam Angelum meum , ec. and: 
asking. Gregory what was the 
meaning of that place, he brought 


"fo many exquiſite things vpon 1t , 


that he Detour affirmed , that 
there was no more, nor euecn (o 


much ſaid 11 all the Concluſions, 


THE INI, CHAPTER. 


"How Gregory Lopes was diretted by 


the holy Ghoſt, in the ſpirituall 
manner of life. 


Od did not onely teach this 
his beloued ſcholler the holy 


I cripture ; as is (aid, bur alſo, and 
1 a more excellent degree, he in- 
Wiructed him in a fpirituall courſe, 
Bv hich he was tofollow in a moſt 
ZEzuncar manner,and was allſo to 


of 
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be a ri and Malter to others. 
For this holy man by the light of 
his vnderſtanding, kaew his owne 
perſon , and, as far as I could vn- © 
derſtand , he did ſee as diſtintly F 
his owne {pirit with the cies of his © 
vnderſtanding , as he did his body 
with thoſe of his body, and he did q 
clearely diſcerne thoſe two Th 
rings, of his body, and his ſoule, 4 S; 
which riſe vp ſo mingled the one © o/ 
With the other ,, reſtrayning the 7 
current of the body, and cnlar- 
Ling that of the ſpirit, which is 
very tare ; for jt is a yety hard 
thing, and ſuch as few attaine yn- 
ro, to diſtinguish in ones ſelf, the 
workes that procced from grace, 
fram thoſe that proceed from na. | 7 
rare, becauſe oftentimes the one | © 
are masked with the liknes of the | # 
others ; Gregory diſcerned theſe 3 
very well, both in himſelf, and 0- ? 
thers that asked him counſailc in 
the like doubts, 

It once (o fell our with me, that 
haucing bin, for ſome months 
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fpace, only exerciſed in mental 
prayer, wherin I found great dit- 
ficulty and trouble, I had after- 
| wardes occaſion to goe about A 
* certaine worke of chatity,and by 
* che way I felt ſuch an inward ioy 
and tranquillity of mind, that in 
© thoſe daics me thought I was in 
© heaucen, AfterWardes returning to 
© Santafe and giueing him account 
= of what hadpaſt, I told him thar 
- my ſpirit had dilated it fclf yery 


much;he anſwered me:Farther Lo- 


2 it was your nature that dilated 
ir ſclf: I dil beleeue him, though 


Jar that time I did not ynderſtand 


Zr; but affiſte&through the mercy 
of God by his prayers, ſoone after 
I attained to this verity: for I was 
wont to doe outward workes of 
charity, which though in them. 
Wclues they be vertuous and meri- 
Fcor0us, yet haue this property , 
hat they recreate and dilate na- 
ture, and ſometimes ſelf loue 
reeps 11 3 but in that recollection 
Ud only yſe mentall prayer, du- 
I v1: 
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ring the which , nature was as it 
werein a continuall rorment and þ 
rack, becauſc she twas withheld ( 
from thoſe exerciſes ,'whetin she 1 «& 

$ 

n 


) 


was vicd ro find content and de. ®7 
light, though holy and good ; of 3 
which kind are theſe ; ro relicue 7 
the neceſſities, and fecke the good | © 1, 
of ones neighbour, ro heare and! > o 
ſpeake of heaucnly things { for! © o 
theſe have bin my employment: Tt 
by the grace of God, for ſome| | © 
yeares ) but when I lefr of this re. 17) ar 
colleQion , to doc that worke of * © ye 
charity which I ſpokeof , and rc. ® pr 
created my felf with the fight of © an 
the fieldes and hills, nature did rc-| © ay 
turnc to her former caſe and, 7 w 
wietnes , ſo as she made no wal 
againft che (pirit., wherwirh I re-| 7 Ce 
recciued much content , thinkingl Þ 
that now I was at peace with m) 
ſelf; bur afrerwardes , when I de.) 7 
ſived to returne to my (ole men-! IF {pe 
tall exerciſes, I found that natnte!F tha 
bad got more {trengrh then eucr 10} IF cor 
wa: againſt the ſpirit , and percci- IF the 


£7 
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- at Mexico found his 
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uing by this manifeſtly , that this 
my peace was not:ſo much of rhe 
ſpiricas of nature, I camero ſee by 
cuident conſequence, that Gre- 
gory knew my ſpirit better then I 
my (elf did, 

Certaine religious men alhing 
in his preſ-nce, of things whic 


- did help ones ſpirit and devotzon, 


one of them ſaid, that miuſtck did 
much auaile, for he, by heareing 
once cutſong 1a rhe great Church 

pirit {o reui « 
ued , as that he had neuer ſaid; his 
prayers before with ſuch peace 


* and quiernes, Another ſaid , tharit 


auailed much ro pray in company 
with others becauſe the difficulty, 
which hc found in praying in his 
Cell, was diminished , and taken 


away by the pres&ce and example 
© of thoſe , that did pray with him. 
X Gregory lerthe _ away without 


{peaking a word yntothem abour 


FF rhat marrer, I did perceive that he 
\7F could eafily haue freed them'from 
:i- | FF thcir errour, and shewed them that 
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it1s nature that is helprand recrea- 
ted, by thoſe meanes, and not the 
ſpirit,as might be ſecne by the ſuc- 
celle which I had; and becauſe the 
reaſon, why ſome in prayer doc 
help themſclues with the company 
of others, is becauſe our nature is 
quickned, and taketh delight , that 
her good workes are ſeen, as may 


be (cen in thoſe , who rake adiſci- | 
pline and giue almes in publick ; 


therfore ſich as thoſe following 


the content of nature , pray better 
in company then alone. I asked 


him what was the reaſon , that he. 
did not aduiſe and inſtruct thoſe |! 


religious men in this, he anſwered 
me;becauſe that were ro hinder 
their 10urney, for with that ſtafte 
they goe on alirtle, and withour it 
they would fit downe. 

Our Lord had giuen him a great 
quicknes of iudgment in diſtiu- 
guishing thog hrs or worls which, 
was idle, and which not; andin 
ſpeaking of God he' could vet) 
well diſcerne , when it proceeded 


— 
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from nature;and when from God: 
to this purpoſe he was vſcd to lay : 
many me doe ſpeake of God more 
through loue of themſclues then of 
God; ſometimes allſo he ſaid : the 


* Jouc of Godis all in workes;it hath 


but few-wordes, and oftentimes 1t 
is dumbe, From this knowledge 
proceeded that rare moderation of 
his tongue, as $hallbe ſaid in 2ts, 
proper place. 

From hence allo it came to paſle 
that he never had any ſcruples, but 
an admirable quietnes of mind; ad 
no lefſe certainty in matters of 
faith , wherin he neucr had any 
doubts, notwithſtanding his grear 
remprations,and this is that which 
he meant at the, hower of his 
death,w hen being asked whether 


'2 he would haue the holy candle, to 
2 gocand ſee the (ectet, he an{we- 
; red with great courage,as is ſaid 
# before;all is cleare,there isnothing 

| ſecret ,it is noone day With me ; 
| whetin his meaning Was not that 
# Hs faith had no obſcurity in it, bur 
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that he had no doubt in matetrs 
belonging yaco 1t 5 for our faith is 
obſcure , yer ſo, as its allſo moſt 
certaine,and the certainty of it ta- 
keth not away its obſcurity, wher- 
in our Lord will have vs walke in 
this life, captiuating onr vnder- 
ſtanding in his ſcruice,as faith the 
Apoitle, 

I haue thought conuenient to 
put downe ſome examples , wher- 
by the greatnes of the light which 
Gregory had, mighr be gathered 
fince thatwith ir he knew, not on - 
ly himſelf and his owne ſpirit , bur 
allſo other inens.I had great ſignes 
and conjeQures ( by thoſe things 
which had hapned vnto me) to 
perſwad 'my (elf , thar he did (cc 
orher mens ſoules:being of this 0- 
pinion,I asked him one day about 
fine yeares or more before his 
death, if it were true, that he did 
ſee them , he anfwered', no ; with 
this (o plain an anfwer I belceucd 
him,and reſted ſatisfied, but I ob- 
{erucd that fr6 that dayforwardez, 


" 
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he grew cuery day more Waty, 
therfore I ſpoke no more yato him 
of that matter , bur fince,I haue 
had, and now haue ſo many wit- 
neſſes , ſo werthy of credit , and 
ſuch as none can except againſt, 


* tharTchinke I Should doe 1ll in 


not affirming it for certtaine; and 


* if he (aid that hedid not (ce them, 
= thartis to be attributed to his great 


humility and wiſedome which 


* made him ſecke to conceale thar 
= gift of God,as he did many others: 


neither 1s it to be thought , that a 
ma ſo true and perfect did rell a ly, 


* for his denying of it in this caſe, 
* might be ſaued from a ly by many 


waics.Firſt it might be that at thac 
time, God had not as yet done him 


* thar fauour, bur that he did it him 
2 afterwardes towardcs the end of 

his life, It might be allſo that at 

© that inſtant, whE I askt him thac 


queſtion, he did nor ſee the ſoules, 


# bar that God gaue him lighr,ro (ce 
$ them at other times , when it was 


# necellary, for the light of coatems. 
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plation of ſpiritual! things is not þ* 
habituall and permanent, bur on- © 
ly actuall,ſuch as is that of prophe- h 
cy which God giveth and taketh 7 
away as he pleaſeth, And fo at 
that time , when Gregory ſaid 7 

that he did not ſee them ( though | 7 fa 
he did ſee them in other occaſios | | Te 


itis to be vnderſtood that he did | © hi 
not ſee them, becauſe God had ta- | ro 
ken away that light from him at | yo 
thatpreſenr. the 


A certaine perſon of quality told | W! 
Gregory, that he had had great | of 
xemptations,. but he hoped in God 
ke had nor committed anyſinnein | pe 
them,and therfore that he had no: þ * 1 
revealed them in confeſſion. Gre: | Jaw 
gory replied : not fo ſtoutly, for | NOV 
tracly you haue bin but a weako | 7 ally 
fouldieur;then the other ſaid :then | © 
doe you thinke it good I should 
confefle them? Gregory anſwered, 
he did not thinke ha he had c0- 
mitted any great faultin doing 25 
he did, but to haue made an entitc 
reliltance he $should hane done 


's 
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ſuch and ſuch things 3 hereby the 
orher , not only gathered that ke 

had ſcen his ſpirit, but allſo learnt 

> the mincrof reſiſting better,after= 
: dyardes. 

A godly Prieſt came frs a place 
far diſtant vnto Gregory to be re- 
| ſolued of ſome doubts concerning 
his (oule ; and he anſwered him,ſ(o 
to his purpoſe as the Prieſt ſa1d : 
you have rold me that which I 
thought to haue askt you, and 
w hich I had great need tO be'told 
of ; Gregory replied : God ſcing 
yo ur neceſlity moued my rongue to 
ſpeake that wh:ch you heard, 

There came to viſit Gregory a 
lawycr, who then Was maricd and 
now 1s a rcligious man, bur was 
Zallwaics a vertuous man, and by 
the way he talked with his com- 
Panion abour certaine thinges rou- 
Zching his ſoule, which ncither 
ZGregory nor any other man did 
now, or could know by any na- 
Rurall meanes, and as ſoone as they 
ame ynto him before they asked 
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him of any of thoſe things , of 
which they intended to talk with 
him he anſwered them ſo directly 
to all thinges , as that they remai- 
ned ſatisfied and amayſed , ad loo. 
king one ypon theother , rendred 
thankes varo God, ſcing him an(- 
wer them fo diredtly, as if he had 
bin asked , wherypon the lawyer 
tooke occaſion to examine His c9- 
ſcience as often as he wear to vi- 


ſir Gregory , thinking that he ſay! 


the moſt ſecret thoughts of his 
heart ; and after the ſame manne: 
going at other times to aske h) 
counſaile, he anſwered him ſo di. 
re:tly before he ſpoke cuet : 
word, as that he was confirmed it 
the opinion , Which he had ©: 
him: 

A religious man of a very {pit- 


tna!l life and yery familiar with ? 
Gregory ; went one cucning !0 } 


aske him ſome doubts abour hi: 
ſpirit, and becauſe it was allmoll 
night, and he had not the timt, 


which he deſixed,, to treate of that | 
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buſincs , he bid him goe take his 

xeſt, and that the next morning 
y they would talke of it, The reb- 
- "pious man being that night In his 
- - Shamber which was vnder the ho. 
| FF mantis lodging , recciued 1n- 
: wrardly an anſwer from God of 
that which he intended to aske, 
.; Fandacheckfor comming to aske 
- *ounſaile of a crearure, w hep he 
. > "might haue it from the Creatonr , 
7! for that he that had giuen Greg o- 
i; Ty ſuch ſtore, would allſo ge yn - 
, to him, if he would diſpoſe him- 
i, fealffor it, and put' his confidence 
inGod;as ſoone as itwas mornin g, 
He went ynto Gregory his cham- 
ber, who ſmiled as ſoone as he ſaw 
.: Kim, and the religious man be- 
gan to tell him how thatGod that 

- * Wight had anſwered his doubrs : 
Gregory helpt him out to tell ir, 3d 
Prcucnting him , foras yethe had 
Wot told of the reprehenfion , he 
; id theſe wordes ynto him : and 
"$a you nota good reprehenſion 

rr (ecking counſaile of a creature, 


K 
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he auſwered , yes, father , I had; 
reprehenſion allſo. Ar allthis h; 
maruailed very much , and aſſure; 
hinafclf that the holy man hat 
_—_ in Godall that had paſt wit 

im. 

Another Prieſt very carefull is 
rhivgs concerning his ſpirit, cany 
£9 {ce Sregory Lopes , and ob{cr. 
aing him diligently, percetued the 
this ſeruant of God ſpoke to hin 
of allchart was in his heart , whic| 
though Gregory himſelf did neu 
iafinuar, yet the prieſt aſſured hin 
{If chat ir was (o, for that 
ſoule ſomewhat inordinarely i: 
fecting the great fagours which i: 
had reccaued , and Which he i 
hope to receijue from the hand 
God;Gregoty among other thivg 
{aid vato ham:wee looke for gre, | 
marers,, þyut truly cither here, if 
rhere we-muſt pay for eur (mul 7 
huwuny. 

A certaine perfon deyout vnt! 7 
our Lady was vſed to fay 
bcades,and by that meancs fo ci: Ma 
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Id; acious tor all good and. bappie 
je nd had receiued ſuch fas 
vr yours from God as that for ſome 
Nas cares (pace he was allmolt in c0- 
ua  Siovall praycr,T herfore (cing him- 

Mclf fo well profited in. mentall 
ln 2 raycr, hc asked Gregory wherher 
Im I were not belt to leaue off the ro- 
ct- ry , thar ke myght give himſelf 
the more to the other ? he anſ{we- 
in 


| zcd no, ({ krowing that the wor- 
uct Shipping of our Lady,to whom he 
eu was very deuout ; doth nor only 
1 Help beginners, bur is allſo cauſe pf 
2 happy progrefſe in the (pirituall 
' at kite ,c ue to thoſe that haue attained 
I to perfectis, and a mcanc:o pcrfc- 
« Merin it) wherfore he perfcucred a 
ad weare aa that deuoriou of the ro(3- 
0p!  * Fp,ad perceiving that tholc heaue- 
rea F fauours {t;j}1 condiaucd- in bis 


0 _ffoule,as ont pow alltogerher [pirz- 

nu Wall, he derermipedo leaur of the 

Wolacy, without acquainting Gre- 

im ory with it, ; but within few daics 
x2 


s WÞticrhelels ic off, he began to/feele 
tt Wnaoy troubles anddrourhs,and al- 
K 3j 
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moſt no prayer(for ro theſe dagery 
he expoſe. th himſelf, who thinketh 
ro make a proſperous nauigartis in 
the ſpirituall life, without Mary the 
ſtarre of the ſea } he told this vnto 
the holy man without telling him 
Kitreaihn' which'vas his leauing 
off of the roſary ; Wherat Gregory 
fmiling (aid vnro him:fall ro your 
beades againe;he d1d ſo,and it ſyc- 
ceeded fo well with him,as ihat in 
a Short time he came to haue the 
ſame ſpirit and devoris, as he was 
wont to hane ; wherypon he was 
cuer after yery devout vnto ourLa- 
dy,ad wodered much, thatGregory 
did knowe the cauſe of his drouth, 
though he had concealed ir. 

It once hapned that there met at 
Santafe fix ſpirituall men or more 
at the ſame rime, who came from 
divers parts to confer withGrego- 
ry of matters concerning their 
foule, and ſomerimes he anſwered 
chEall in publick, and rhat ſo ſub- 
ſtanrially as thar they were ſati(- 
fied in their doubrs,and inſtructed 


ers 
th 


In 
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In what chey weze ignorant of; bur 
ar which I moſt admired at,was 
toſcc in how few wordes he an(- 
wered, for he did reſolue great dif. 
gulcies in two or three wordes,and 
mc thought thoſtwordes Were as 
Kwcs inthe mindes of the heares, 
and fparcles deriued fro a butning 
Eharity;ſo as they went away nor 


only illuminated , but allſo with 


their hearts inflamed ad ſtirred yp 
to embrace whatſocuer was good, 
There came ynto Gregory one 
exceedingly troubled in mind and 
Id him all his troubles; he anfwe- 
zed him only theſe wordes : this is 
@purgatory wherin God detaineth 
you, and thefe were of force to c6- 


forc him \, and giuc him great 


quietnes of mind. 
& He comforted another Prieſt 
uch afflicted, only by ſaying vn - 


to' him that of the Apocalips : I 


onnſaile -thee ro uy of me tried 


Sand burning gold, wherwith thou 


mailſt be rich. 


2 Aaothct fouud comfort amongſt 
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150 Ehe life 
his tribulations and temprations, 
by hearing him fay:tbe kingdome 
of heauen ſuftererh violence and 
the valiant doe win it. | 

To knights and grear perfon; 
that defiring ro live well in thcir 
ſtate, did aske him what they 
Should doe, he (aid: That which 
you doe forthe loue of G &d, and 
that/is enough. 

Ts lawyers, indges, and men of 
emploiment, he was vſed to (ay 
change yout intention and you 
will doe much. 

Witch theſe kinds of ſpeeches kt 
did awake ſome that were a ley 
who by hearing him came to the- 
{clues and profited very much 
this efficacy and good effects 0 
his wordes (which I did allwaics 
attribute to his prayers ) we $hal 
ſpeake ſome thing im the 19, ant * 
20. Chaprers, beſides that whichi - 
ſpoke of 1m diuerſc places of thi 7 
booke and might be ſpoken « | 
more at large. | 


Haueing by long obſcruatio! 
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— Gregory did ynder- 


End (piritually, whatſoever he 
ke or heard I once ſaid vnto 
1 : whatſocner you ſpeake of 


*Keare , you vnderſtand it ſpirit; at- 


; and he anſwered me, that it 


Fas true ; whetby ſpirituall men 


ay (ee rhe perſeucrance and con- 


Mancy of his fpiric , and thofe that 
"Arc not, will percciue ir by theſe 


Examp!es following. 


*Af any Man did fay that the bread 


of Santafe was good, he anſwered, 
yes, meaning the blefled Sacra- 
ment, which 1s trve breadof our 
Koly faith. when they did comend 
the beauty , good ſmell and excel- 
tence of the flowers of Sanrafe he 
applicd it ro the ſaints, whoſe ſan- 
Rity had its beginning from faith 


| becauſe withonr it, it 15 1mpoll ble 
Tto pleaſcGod:ifany one, beholting 
IF the my and ſtreames of wa- 


ters which run from hence to Mc. 
xico , did fay :the water of Sentafe 
is better in its fpring then at Me- 
xico, Gregory yiclded it was, mca- 

K 11 


Io Te life 

ning by the (ſpring of Santafe, Go}, 

1 whom the waters of truc wil- 
dome are beſt, and he that recei- 
ueth the immediatly ft him, hath 
them m2or2 pure and wholſome , 
then h- that cecetuerch them after | 
they hauc paſſed through human 3 
vnderſtandings ; when he h2atd FE 
men ſay; clan one is of a noble Wa 
houſe, he preſently conſidered that 
true nobility was to be a ſon of [- 
God in ſpirit ;\if any one ſaid that 
ſuch a Lord or ſach a Lord was 
2randy of Spaine,he preſently con. FE 
adered that the chiefe greatnes ©} 
was to bea freind of God,a hearet © Þ 
of his divine wordes,, and ro per- © 
forme heroicall dzedes in his ſcr- WP 
uice, Percetuing this -his wonder. 
fall quicknes a1 readines in draw- | 
ing of things to a (pirituall 2d pro- 
ſitable ſenſe, I was wot ſometimes F 

( when'there'was occaſion of tal- If 
king of any thing,which was hard 3 
to be ynder(togd (piritually)to aske * 
him the (pirituall ſenſe, as once, a © 
lictle dalt arifing in $arafe, which 8 


Wo 
P 


"IF: 
ol. of Gregorse Lopes. IF3 
>! Flapneth but ſeldome, thoſe thar 
iſ- © "awere preſent, ſaid:there is dult all- 
'!- - fin Saatafe, I asked him: how 
1: @an it be (aid that th-re is duſt in 
Sanrafe? heſaid : becauſe there are 
Giors char live in Santafe, who 
arc not cometo foureand rtwentic 
-j* egrees of perfeCtion, and therfore 
*Hauc ſome duſt of the earth ſtic- 
Zkinz vpon them, for a man perfec- 


| 8 uy ſpiricuall is all ſpirit. 


Y 


+ THE y. CHAPTER, 


. '© f his great knowledge in Eccleſ a 
tt flicall and ſecular hiſtories. 


i Any would haue contented 
0 and eſteemed thEſclues hap. 
Py, if they could haue attained to 
E that knowledge which is alceadie 
aid that Gregory came vnto , but 
=Þs God is the giuer,and Man a.ſub- 
Wecct (oc capable, it pleaſeth God 
* 29 ſer before our cies for examples, 
Pome men to whom he hath giuen 

puch , by their induſtry 'to con- 
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found and c6demne the carleſnes 


of thoſe , rhat doc not prepare 
them(clues. T his holy Man diſpo- 

fed himſelf ſo well, as that he i; 

ont of thoſe, who by their owne 5 
deedcs give a ſufficient and ample » Þ 
teſtimony of this verity.whilelt he 14 
was in Guaiteca,there came to vi. 28 
fr hint Father Iohn de los Cobos, "i 
a Dominican, an exceller Dinine, 
who had bin a reader in fpaine be. | 
fore he came into theſe parts , and 8 
haucing conferred with him for: Fatt 
good while very ſcriouſly he after. Fa 
wardes ſaid : that the fame of his 
wildome was great , but the truth 3 
far greater, Haneing heard fron 
him very rare things out. of the 7 
Apocalips he defired him to make Fw 
a comment ypon it, which he did FT 
in eight dajes,and (cnt ir ynro bin Fog? 
ro Mexico, withonr either writing | 1 


ir oa2r twice or fo much as blor-® | 
ting out a word, He receining it > 
admired yery much, both at the |? 
fpeed , as allſs the wit, learning, © 
«nd ſpific,w hich he sherwed, 


| of Gregorie L9pes. Irs 
'2F here went allſo to Guaſteca ro 
ralke with him Father Michael 
Þo- MFalatcra Prouinciall of rhe dif- 
' 135 @alced Francifcans, whoſe humili - 


'nc up, wildome and ſanctity , were 
ple + oſt renowned in this kingdome, 
he ++ F< comerſed with him very fa- 
vi. 4.3 tharly', and afterwardes ceaſed 
os, 


Mot ro admire ar his great hight '3d 
Wiſdome, praiſing and thankeing 
. | #God for it; info much as thar ar 


Y: 

nd mis rerurne from thence ro Zaca- 

tz | Mecas, where Gregory had lined fo- 

er. | Hlirary, he did yery muck exroll his 
; | Knowledge, and ſandtity in a leat- 


—ncd fermon which he made there, 
.m Jand among other things he ſaid 
—>+rhis:in this field here harh din bred 
*—fuch a young man, as that had 
i [24 rather be he, then a king, Empe- 
{> Jrour or Pope ; and he added:in de- 
& parting from him, I fek my foule 
oficied with the grace which 1 
found in him. 
Father Manuel deReinofo, a 
& holy man, and very great Preacher 


of the order of $. Francis admiring 
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at' the ynderſtanding and know. 
ledgeof Gregory , held it ro be (- 
pernaturall; for I ( ſaid he ) bauc 
asked kim of diuerſe places in the, 
Scripture , and there was none to 
which he gaue not a very good 
anſwer ; once I asked him niac of 
the hardeſt places which I hauc 
ſcene in all the bible, and he cx- 
pounded them to me in a few 


wordes and with ſuch propricty,as | 7 
that he ſeemed a S. Hicrome. Ano- I} 


ther religious ma hearing him ſay © 


ſo went vnto [Gregory with other 


places of great difficulry , and ! 


found by experience, that , what i 
had bin ſaid of him , was true. H: FF 


knew (With as much cuidence as 37 
can be gathered out of the holy F 


Scripture 3d other hiſtories) what- | | 


ſfocager paſt, ſince the creation of 


the world to Noe , telling the ge- | : £ 


nerations of the ſons of God, and 
of our firſt fathers (o diſtinctly , as * 
chat withour looking in the booke | 
he would rchearſe all thoſe li-, © 


rages, theu degrees and affinities, 
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Wa and the differences of the timcs 
” amndages, allthongh it be a thing 
ue ſoob(cure euen ro the molt lear- 
Ne ned ; neither was he Ignorant of 


0 WMiogs thar paſt the ſons of men ar 
0d that time, whoſe cuttomes and 1n- 
0!  Fentions he did (relate very partt- 
uc * *Elarly. The like he knew from 
x- | Woe till the comeing of Chriſt, 
W 8nd he (poke of thoſe times and 
as | ®perſons, as if he had liued in them. 


auing ſpoke of this family of 
y © God, he diſcourſed of the borde- 


1 FHng nations, putting all into one 


4 | hiſtory, and accommodaring theſe 
c *Miſtories to the -times and ſuc- 


: Eeſles of the ſaid' family; and he 
5 ©*did not only know the warres and 


/ other thinges that hapned in the 


family of God, but allſo thoſe of 
* | the Gentills yntill the comeing of 
Four Redeemer, and in my opinzon 
| Lhe knew allthis as exaQtlyas any 
; *Fother man of his time: Hehad b 
T heart the Prophecies of all the Sy- 
—Ddilles, he would rel many parti- 
culars of the birth , infancy, childy 


13 
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hood, youth of our ſauiour Chriſt: 
and allſo of hig preaching , death 
and the other mylterics , aud hoy 
much the law of grace excelleh, 
the law of nature and the lay _ 
written, He hadin a manner be. 
fore his cies the life and preaching 
of the holy Apoſtles, and their Dil. 
ciples. He related in particular rh; 
lives and Martyrdomes of the 
Popes 'and other famous martyr, | 
from $. Pecxer to $, Sylucſter, and 09 
the molt remarkable lives and 7 
decds of the Cenfeſſours of niolt FR# 
note from $, Sylucſter ro Clement F- 
the eighth, 1n whoſe time he died, 2 
He told the names, time and c)n- 
uerſation of the founders of reli- BY 
gious orders, and of ſolitary life, 77 
and of the Archercticks, condem- 7 
ning their errours and alledging | | 
the Councells ,'whcrin they were 1 
condemned ; ſerring downe allſo | 
che time, Whetin ſuch and ſuch 3 
herehes began and ended. SY &£ 
He diſcourſed very particularly © 
of the hiftory of that beait, which 
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& Iohn ſpeakch of in rhe Apoca- 
ips , which was the city of Rome, 
ind of the ten hornes, which were 
he tca Emperours, who did moſt 
@f all pcrſecute the Church , and 
he did bring downe this hiſtory of 
e Eniperours to Phillip the "is 
*ond, in whoſc time he Fed, 
© Hedid ſpeake very diftindly of 
e beginnings and increaſes of 
1; he (ect of the falſe Prophet Ma+ 
11 © homet , of the wax countries 
| © which were ouerrun , by the Ma» 
0 a; Omctans, Turks alan , by 
pation Scythians and off ſpring of 
 *ZMagog,and the Shaughrers which 
| hey hauc made of Chriſtians. I 
M Ce heard him ſay that this per+ 
l nerſc (ct did pollele allmoſt {nm 
* thouſand leagues of land reaching 
om Europe to China. 
4 He was allſo very conuerſantin 
t he hiſtories of the hearhens both 
*Fonchicne and modetne , an4 had 
ry — wk of thofe- "bay men 
"Iwhom the getills eftecmed, Gods; 
Z2s Ianus Hercules and the reſt, 
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He related the conuerkons of 
all nations and countrics to out 
holy taith;and thoſethat preached 
the ghoſpell vnto them , and allſ 
the memorable thinges that hap. 


ned, and that with ſuch certainty, | 


as if he had (cen them or rtcal 
them, 


x 


o 


} 
hy - . . 


Of all this he hath made a Cho. 


nology or ſuceefſto of times {ron 
the creation of the world to Cl: 
ment. the cighth very $hott ye 


exact , ſcrting downe the motif 
mcmorable bothrin the Eccleſ:-* 


ſticall and ſecular aftaires, (6 x: 
many; learned men doe earnelt 


intreat me to lend th& that book: 


to copy out, 


He had gathered allſo out of th:! 
ſaid hiſtories the choiceſt and bc: 
thinges that concerned our faith, 


: wk 
os 
No 


v1 
: . 


= 


. 


z. 


law and cuſtoms, and had red. ud 
ccd them to a kalendar of th: 21: 


daies,' which he did ſometime tel} 
me, by way of recreation, to nj} 


great'contcat and admiration. 


by. 
v 


Vp 
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THE VI. CHAPTER. 


ſo "WO f the knowledge in other ſciences , 
| which God gauewnto this -» 
his ſchollery. 


Regory did not only know, 
doth the holy ſcripture , and 
>morall, and (pirituall things, as we 
- *Haucſaid, but hewasalifo anAſtro- 
y- Romer , Colmographer and Geo- 
oi grapher. He kad a globe anda 
11-| map made with his owne handes 

1; MFery truly and exattly, for I have 
ecard 5killfull men, that haue (cen 
t praiſe ic as ſuch ; bur charwhich 
molt woundred at, is, that oſten- 
ther ames , when there was occalion, 
belt Tasketng him about dmers parts 


RN 

 IYB 
ws | 
% 


_ 


ith, the earth, euen of the Antipo- 
dy- , he anſwered me preſently, 
che uchoue ſtudying ' or thinkeing 
cc |Fpon tr. 
m He did ynderitand well th: Ana- 
Þ:y of mans body ,and ſomeri- | 
HE 5 he told yery curious thinges 


162 T he life 

of it declaring how admirable the 
diuine wiſdome shewed it felf in 
man. 

He was allſo very $killfull in 
Phyfſick, of which he writ a very > 
elegant booke,wherin were man 
experiences Which were caſy to 
be made by poore men and Jabon 
rers, and ſundry properties of fm- 
ples and compounds. The greatck 
delight which he rooke in this an 7 
was ro make receits , which h: 
Zaueto the poore and needy,writ 
ren in his owne hand , with th: 
belt remedies , which the defr: 
that he had of his' nejghbout Þ 
health , did make him inuent and 7 
compole,for he was very compal- $8 
fionate ; and thefore God gau: RF 
ynro him wonderfuil ſuceefle, 38 

H: Was likewiſle very « killf 
in husbandry , and was allſo a 7 
herbaliſt ,, for he. did not ouly © 
know the properties and -yertt's 
of hcatbs bur allfo how, to mait ? 
them better, with ſundry 1:quon 3 
Which he made , and gaue to tt? 
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"KH of Gregorie L opes, 16 $ 
ke>bes as it were to drinke: I hage 
Fer and caren of them ſo changed 
&y his hand , as that they ſeemed 
SE another kind; and hetold me 
har if he did know of any man 
=: were curious , and a geod 
hriſtian (leaſt thar, if he wanred 
hc feare of God , he should make 
them worfe and poiſon them by 
is art ) hewould teath him this 
, forthe profit of his ncigh- 
urs. 
*He was a'very good penran , 
md did wite many kindes off 
Sands ſingular well, ar this day 
here arc ſome things in this kind, 
S& his making, very admirable, 
ecially the map we ſpoke 'of 
gforc , the which being of late 
ach augmented , excelleth all 
*Hac haue come out in print,and is 
&& curiously made as that it ſce- 
Meth prinred;and therforea graue 
Cour to whoſe lot it fell, cſtee- 
ethir very much 
#1e had gkill cuen in the tailours 
Wde , and could make his owne 
F SH | 


wh 
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cloaths,which rhough but meanc 
yet to be accommodared ro hi; 
weakenes and ftcknes, did requir: 
a particalar fashion and making: 
and fo he was wont to fay, tha 
none kir ſo. right in the making 
of them as himſclfe, He did nv 
mak2 himſelf shooos, but he men- 
ded them fo well, that they ſerue; 
him three yeares id more; neith:! 
did hz make himſclf a hat , fort: 
ncuer wore any ftace he went or 
into the wildernes ; and it is no! 
knownethat he euer hid moreth: 
onc,and tharremayncd as goods |»; 
ncw, | 4 
This msltiplicity of thinges in! | | 
contemplatiue ma, wili nor (cen 15 
exccſhie(though Gly one be nec | 
fary., and many doe rather hial 
thn otherwilſc) if we confiiler,th 
fublimiry of his fpirit,co which: 
great number was no hindran? 
from the following of -that wid? 
was the principall, and neccflay3 
and 1 to berefolucd of thar dou. 
aid Once aske him, if any of 18 
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x, tle things did wholy poſſeſte 

'* and he anſwered me : I find 
Bod as much inthe lezit Fr theſe 
wy things as ? in the grearclt, and the 


ooo of this fcemes to be be- 


7 Feauſc his chicfc{t end and {cove 
nv! ty 4 }- : 1 . 
Fas his .creatour , ſo as hauing tis 
© "Mics allwaics fixed vpon the! foun- 
* '© 2inc, all was but the ſame warcr 
4 voto him. 
rh; "> #: h; C 
LI will rclate his manner of rea- 
" d: IDg bookes,as a thing More tiucn 
no 


naturall; it fcllout fome times thar 
| in tcn howers fpace he would 
02 Hauc read oucr a booke, which 
"others reading ncuer (© fall would 


1n 6 fcarcc haue ended ina month and 
© Þccauſc ſome will ſay , that he did 
1 > Ephar by. his great memory! , and 
= apprehending of things only b y 
"> Hecing the title of the chapter, [ 
1" 2willbring an example in a matter 
a well knowne : for that anſwer 
rack might hauc place in dookes, of 
- WF common reading}, but not of ſpi- 
7 


11tuall things, ſuch-as1s that of he 
F »oly | Morher Tereſa de I efus, 
L 1} 
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which as I thinke he read ouer in 
rwenty howetrs, and yet knew. {q 
well all that was contained in, 
as there was fcarce any man that 


knew more of it , then Gregory | 


did; and I have often made trial, 
of this ; forT hauc ſomerimes tol! 
him of yery (mall and particular 
thinges out of that booke , and he 
hath conrinucd on in the bookes 
diſcourſe, as if he had bin reading 
it: when he did read roothers , 
his c:lericy,clearnes of pronoicia- 
tion and grace in reading was 
y2ry notable. 

Our Lord endued Gregory with 
a' exceeding great ynderſtanding, 
_ apprehenſion , and ſucha 
Sharp memory , as thar I haue of- 
ten heard him ſay , that he neuct ©} 
forgot any thing which he deter. | OR 
mined to keep in mind, and with 7 
foe perfect a will that it is very 
credible, that his continuall exer- 7 
ciſe,was to be allwaies in an at of 2 
the lone of God. | 

As for tvs :{tature we may ac- 
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'count him of the higheſt . well 
 _ without any defeR, 

ewas not ſtrong , but rather of a 
adcr conſtitution ; ſo as in his 
er ;yeares he was allmoſt no. 
ming bat skin and bone, The 
kaice of his head , beard, and cie- 
browes of hazcllnut colour |, his 
farchcad ſomewhat large , and 
h ping aut , his cicbrowes- full 
ad arched ,, and without any 


ſpace berwixtrthem,his cares little, 


= is ſtrange, how Well he. did 
are, his cics black ſomewhat in- 
- co green, he had allwaics a 

ty quicke ſight, ſo-as he could 
zeade the leaſt print without ſpec- 
radles, though after char aguc we 
poke of, he ſomerimes put them 
onto ſec a far off ; his noſe rather 
ittfe then great”, his lips thin! and 
guall, bur that his vnder-lip did a 
le hag out; his reeth very white 


188d cuen ; his bard well compo- 


I, not bushey nor great; his face 


Ing, fomwhat pale and wan , fo 


L itt 


168 '  Thelefe 

were his hands allſo by rcafon 6 
his abſtinence, prayer , and cont;. 
nualt mortificauuon. T his good na. 
turall diſpotition and well propor. 
tioned feature of. body with hi; 
rare modeſty , was a pourtraiture 
and repreſentation of the grex 
beauty-of his foule. 

This man whom we haue her 
painted .{ or rather Whom Go! 
hath painted-out ) being aboy 
ninercen Ortwenty Yeares of apt, 
left hes parents, brethren, kindret,! 
the court of king Philip ,all ki” 
hopes and fled to the Indirs , : 
tourney of two thouſand league: 
and more, and findivg them ii 
rkeir greateſt profpetity , renour- 
ced: all thoſe riches and delight; 
and hid himfclf amongſt the rv. 7 
deft and moſt barbarous menthi 
wcre , wy the betrer to ſeruc an» 
be wore pleaſing to his Creatou,”? 
and many having marked him? 
ry atrentively ,: could never pet 
ccive. any imperfeftion cither 17 
geſtures wordes or deedes, 7 


-. 74 


Ft 
mn 0! F | | 
ntl. mn VII. CHAPTER, 


OF. 
Pot. Haw well this ſeruant of God could 
| bs "* bridle his tongue. 
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tute 

rex WF the holy Ghoſt approucth him 
[for a pertedt man that doth not 

her effcnd iv wordes, worthily may I 

Go eammend Gregory for his pertec- 

boy | n, fincc thatin eighteen yearcs 


apt, wherin 1 conuerſcd famliarly 
Ire \qpitch him , I never. heard hin 


| bi”  ſpeakc one worde amille, Herof I 
4 Ea gue cuident; teſtimony , fox 
gue | fince that 1 made choice of him 


n 1 Egcn from the: beginning ,, for a 
ur | Maſter and companion for the reſt 
hy, =@f my life,, and that only for his 
Iv» © vertue , without any hopc of tem- 
drall gaine or jntereſt, iris mani- 

+ Feſt tharT had reaſfn to be caxefull 
ou, What he whom I choſe fora par- 


ve rne of vertue , werefree fiiom all 
et- pot of vice. Beſides, I was, war- 
; 1 Wcd by wiſe and grayc men to be 


wy, and liue ycry cucumipe, 


—_ \ 
ee 
-— —, ju 
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hereunto allſo I was moued hy 
the delire of Gods honour an! 
Gregory his good moriues 0 
themſclues ſufficient to be carcfull 
becauſe the divine maicſty com. 
raandeth vs all, to haue as much 
care as we can of our neighbour 
good ; yer notwithſtanding all thy 
care and diligence that {uch mo- 
riues require, I neyer heard him 


ſpeake a word worthy of repre- |? 


henſion againſt any man neithe: 
heathen nor heretick ; for he con. 


demned the ſc or hereſi with ma- 


ny grounds our of Scripture , and 
reprehended their vices and (in; 


wherwith they had fo blinded © 


themſclues as nor to returne to > 
Catholick © 


the boſome of the 
Church , from which they had (c- 


parated rhemſclues , but he eScea: | 


led the parties names. 


When he was told of any that | 
ſpoke ill of him, he heard ir very 


peaceably and midly ; and rhe firſt 


thing that he anſwered was ; as © 


for the firſt, ic is cerraine that this \ "th 


'«. + % 
| HE, 


Lo 


("FE 
: 


wa 
he 


4 
: 
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a 
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patty hath a good intention, afrer- 
 wardcs he excuſed himas well as 
p x he could ; and he did nor only ex- 
_ cuſe the party himſelf, bur allſo 
is fat without exculing himſelf 
at all. 


"Ui 3A graue perſonage perſwaded 
thy dc of the Bishops 7 nf live inMe- 
bs Keo , to goc and ſee Gregory by 
um 


the way, as he wear about the 
arqueſare of Valle, Where Gre- 
her gory did live, affuring him, that he 
"- would be yery glad to haue ſeen a 
4 man (o admirable for his ſanity 
1d | and wiſdome. Hereypon the Bis- 
hop rcfolacd with himſelf , and 
ed Went to ſce him 3 Gregory came 
'0 Out wich much courreſ) efoel ad 
« "Kamilicy co receiue x 6 Bishop , 
- —and after they were borh fate 
© + downe, and thoſe allſo that came 
@ his company , diuerſe things 
Were ralked of, but Gregory was 
rasked any thing , on rfrexr 
mt ſpoke nota word ; ſo when the 
' | Mishop had bin there abour a 
| Faarter of an howecr , being cold ir 
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was dinner time, he went ay; © 
Some dazcs aftcr , the ſame mx; 
going to piue the Bishop the well. 
come at his returne to his Bighy- 
Prick, and asking him what þ; 3 
thought of Gregory he arſiven( A 
that he ſcemed-r9; him a ſen! © 
foole, marnailing ar this anſyy © 
he asked him if he had talked wit 
him of ſpiritual} chinges ? the Bis 
hop anſwered no, then he, 1 ma" 
uatlenot, ſaid he that not be 
asked he did nor ſpeake, andra 
ſpeaking did not shcW what k 
had in him. He $hewed it ve 
ry well afterwardes , when i 
{ame man telling him that rh&i 
hop had accounted him a foole, # 
rctoyced and faid : I should han 
thought fo too iff I had (et a ma * 


of my fashion , and this vras on 
much for Gregory , becauſe Got 
hadgiuE him a moſt ferutt loue © 
his neighbour, the which hews 
vcd to ſay, confiiteth: not in Wat 
des, nor in ſaying, I wish ! 
neighbour well, but in dojng 1 
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Way © od turnes. 
ma WJ ncuer heard him ſpeake an idle 


vell. ord, neither in (eing the heaucns 
5ho- Meare and beſet with ſtarres,, nor 
it þ; a (eing rhe fhedls green, or bedec- 
ere ed with flowers , or the chryſtall 
n{ aters, ncither in the viſits of any 
on harſocurr , norat the table , or 
With rerwardes; and I doe not call an 
Pis le worde that which the com + 
met. on ſort meaneth, that 1s , foine- 


cz thing vnoſcemly or tending roſcur - 
| 190 WWlity , for ſuch as theſe were not 
th © b: (poke , nor thought off in 
1 cha life as Gregory did leade; 
þ here 1 call an idle word, as dim- 


z;. mes and fpirituall men mane, a 
- þ Fmccdlelle one, and ſuch an one 
12, Was neucrh:ard from his mouth 
12 or he did jo ſquare and meaſure 


pe ; His di\-ourſcs as that words nci- 


- oj, Wfluous 

w 8 _Þ will aote here another thing 
0, Ffor the learned, it hapned ſomert. 
7 $755 thar there were in his compa- 


we —_— - 


F -y lome lcaracd men talking of 
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ſcicaces wheria he was moi 
eminent , yet he held his peace, 
ay if he had bin a clowne and 
ignorant , valefle he were asked, 
or in other refpefts which I will 
ſpeak off by and by. This was ge- 7 
nerally knowne and Dom Fray 
Pedro de Agurro Bishop of Ciby 
inthe Philppines a man knowne 
in this kingdome, not only for his 
dignity bur allſo for his great wi- 
ſcdome,rcligion and fanctiry,afir. 
med itin a letter of his in theſ: 
wordes. I loued very much , my 
$000 and holy Gregory , and it 
eft of conuerſing with him , th: 
reaſon was , becauſe he nor being 
vicd to ſpeake vnlefle he were 
aske, and I haucing the ritle of 2 
Maſter though ſtanding in nce! 
of rhat,which I might learne from X 
ſo good and fo well practiſed 2 
ſoulc , it might be that my que- |? 
ſtions and conucrſation mig ht bc 
thought impertinent , though !t '? 
could nor be imagined by ſuch an |? 
oneas he, 
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TFT hat which I did moſt admire 
i in Gregory , is that all though 


nd 3 be ſo commendable a thing to 
q, cake of God and that many dil; 
ul cet and vertuous perſous came 
Co om countries fardiſtant to con + 
w/ tre with him, yethe never tab 
Wl dtothem of God, nor of ſpirit, 


$r morality., valeſle he were as- 
$cd , and when he did anſwer, 
Sbough his anſwers were profund 
ad admirable, yer he ſpoke with- 
ic — Out any cxaggeration in 2 very 
phaine (tile , and cut off his diſ- 
r({c, as ſoone as he had ſatisfied 
"# queſtions and neectſitice of his 
2 Meighbour , and as it happened 
| ten that to the queſtion which 
did anſwer there did. belong 
1 FFoure or hue more , which the 
1 RZTtanders by would aske of him, he 
1 Rgn{wered everyone fo profoundly”), 
2nd withall ſobriefely, as that he 
Went not an inch farther then he 
Woue ht was neceſlary. 
& 1c is a thing; truly worthy of 
uch conſfidezation , that he be» 
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ing ſo eminent in the knowwledy, 
of the holy ſcriprute , fo we 
rounded in morall and for, 
raall: doctrine , ſo conuecrſant jy, 
hiſtories , having ſuch knowlehs? 
of ſaints liges, of the rites and 3 
{tomes of forrainc nations , andy? 
other thinges which we (poke q 
before, and on the other 1d hay. ® 
ing ſuch an excellent memory 3 
ro call td mind w hat thing , a 3 
whenſocyer he would, yer wah + 
ſparing of his ralke, as thar hen 
uer {poke ynles he were asked,, 
wichout manifeſt neceſſity, M 
thinkes if Eltphas chat harsh fil 
of Iob had conuerſed with Ct: 


gory as much as I did, he wo!l 3h 


not haue ſaid : Conceptum ſerm! 


n:m quis yetinere poterit ? Who ca 
keep in a ſpeech once concewe!! 7 
birt to make this his warines, more i 


plainly appeare, I Will hererclatt? 

areprehenſion that' once he gaity 

me. | 
A little after that I came to hi 

at Santafe with Gregory , he toll 
I 
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Wc vpon an occaſion”, chat there 


Sas an Emperourt , who being 1 
Pit Who midle of the ſea would be (cr- 
wv d with fresh meare, and in the 
Fa :4le of the land would haue fish 
of 


ronghr altue vnto him , wheryn- 
0 I (aid : that Was Heliogabalus- 
he holy man an{wered : fince we 
aue condemned the fact it had 


'Y in fitting ro haue concealed rac 
) a WDer{on. 

a! IF Another time ſtanding art the 
<1 Findow , and (\cing it ratuc apace 
4,0 WFaid: ir raines apace; and at rhe 
Mme inſtant a Mlash of lightning 
Fri ll ypon my hand, as I hel4ur ouc 
Gt df the window, Itold it ynto Gre- 
7OU _ and of the paine that Ifel:.; 
'm- Me anſwered: you are well ſeracd, 
) ca Foe thatyou ſpeake wordes thar 
py" Marc not necellaty, for I (ee thar ir 
nore 


alnes apace, 
Haueing one day told me athing 


car ow herwith 'I was very much cdi- 
fied , I asked him why he did noc 

y tell ic me before if he knew it; he 
10 


anſyyered : I dog nor reit rat 


r 
al 


178 The life 

which I know ,-but that which; 
neceflary:and vpon another occz 
fion he (aid for rwo yeares ſpace! 
Shut my lips withour ſpeaking 
more th# ro ſalute my hoſt, whon 
I ſaw oncly once in foure and 
twenty howers. 

He did not vnly keep filence |: 
ſpeaking, but, alfo in writing, fo 
he neuer writ of any balines him 
ſelf, neither did he returne an an. © 
ſwer vnles charity or neceſlity di 
require it , and then he did onh 
vic thoſe wordes which wete oc-. 
ceſſaryfor the bufines. I haue ms! 
ny of his letters in my hands « 
fius or fix hnes, and ſomes hor 
as rhat which isin the 1; chant 
of this booke, He wrote ſomet! 

Don Luys de Velaſco the Vice) 
in anſwer ofothrrs, and he didn 
more but anſwer ar the end ofthe 
Viceroies letter : I will dot that, 2 
which in this you command mt, 2 
Which was for the moſt patt v 2 
recommend ſome | bufincfles v 


God. And though worldly m6 


me 
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Sc@nat this manner of anſwer» 
eſpecially to princes,rude and 
annerly ; yer un one that was 
far from compliments and ſg 
ry in, his ſpeech ,as Gregory 
Was, it was great prudence and 
auculy wildome. | 
ce did only ſpeake withour 
ing asked; when he vadertooke 
c Tfence of the honour of God 


x of his neighbour , or of the 
th of the holy ſcripture and our 
ly Catholick faith; and'this roo 
en no body clſe preſent ynder- 


- 


x the bufines. For example : if 


"Boy one was afflitcd with /term- 
partions or licknes , by reaſon of 


Which he did ſeemein ſome fort to 


mmnrmurc at God, one would not 


'thinke;with what pious and graue 
Ipecches, he would indeauvur to 
Wing him into knpwledge of his 


ne errour , ignorapce, and of 
ze bottomles Ocean of the diui- 
wiſdome and mercy which 
Was hidde vader thoſe tribula- 
FJons , and how much he was 


y. M 1 


j 
4} 
x 
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ſelf in” his more then fatherly 
hands. He did allſo defend his 
neighbour with very prudent 
reaſons” as” shall*be ſeen in the 
next "Chaprer. -- ? 

That whcrin he shewed moſt 
{pirit and vigour was'in expoyn- 
Ong ſome places of the holy Scri- 
prufes, ypon w hich miſunderſtood 


etrours and in f{uch occaſions he 


| [ caſons , bur he dilJated-himſelf as 
Er much'as he'cout4, and alleaged 


ces , which rhe heretickes [a 


f her bxeaſts. 


bound vnto God; and to put Kim 


the heretickes had Hvv.p 8 theit 8 


did nor corent himſelf with bring- : 
| | ing ſome few authorities 214d Mp 


the beſt ſetifes rhar he could of the 
holy ſcripture ; and in thoſe pla- 2 


contradicted one another, Grego- | 
ry, ved the fame yigour and Chri- BY 
ſtian liberry , yer wirhdll mode- & 
Nty., ſor he tid efteeme it 25 Þ 
His owne Mother , haning bn 2 
brought vp fo many 'yeares att i? 


_ 
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THE -Y111.' CHAPTER. 


Of the wiſedome which he.shewed 
in his anſwers , ſaymgs 
$ and ateds, 


E did heare yery peaccably 
Ha midly,and with great at- 
© rcntion whatſocuer was asked of 

him , and with the- ſame mildnes 
X 1ct itpaſle, or anſwered it accor- 
ding as he thought conucment or 
| neceſlary, 
= There came to this village to 
= viſt Gregory, a relig'ous- man 
= Docouroff Diuinitic, and intrca- 
= red me to ger him to ({pcake fone 
= thing of God:: I did fo; andthe 
= Dotour, to ginehim play | began 
X to rreate of that matter with a 
=X grccat number of reaſons and wort - 
© dcs; and the holy man being a 
= great while filent, I intreaced him 
© Þy lignes ro -ralke ſome thing &f 
X God wherunto he anſwered (ſoftly 
& {a 2s the Dofbut..dif not heare, 
4 M tj 
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becauſe he was ſomewhat deafe. 
fileace edifieth him more the fail 
ſpeaking;and allthourgh he ſtaic4 yi: 
there two dattY ard 6ne hight yo 
Gregory did not ſpeake vnro hin Me: 
one word of God. As the Doc. 
rour was going away , I as 
him, what , he thought of Gregg. * 
ry; he (aid: his filence pleaſeth oc Þ 

very much and Gregory himſ 2 

ſai1 vnto me afretwardes: Farle Will 
Loſa, I ſre that many cau (peat: Ye: 
well , letr vs doe well. If any ot: | met 
by way of diſputation, or. ro th*! he \ 
him , did aske' him fomerhing, 2Mrſt 
which he had premedirared , an Win 
ſtudied before hand , putting vi 7 Wm: 
him his doubt 1n Larine,he wouli 7 Whe 
ſay : I praytell ic me in Spanis: | Hai 
that being done,rh= holy man ay. out 
ſwered : this is that which yu" 7a 
fay ; gineing him to vnderſt;nd et 
that ther was no need of an un 
ſwer. He was alfo wont to asked * 
learned men , the fignification 0 ? 

the holy ſcriprure in Spanish, out 


ly to humble himdclf yoo them. ? 
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M To thoſe that asked him coun- 


ile about going to ſpaine, mare 
hy or Ch [ike thinges , he 

ue no anſwer for the time pre- 
on | bur ſaid that he would re- 
*Zommend it ynto God ; wherin 
Se shewed grear wiſdome; for he 
SK cw thatin ſuch buſineſſes it was 
Zzopucnicar , that God should dx(- 
"Sole: rhe meancs , and moue the 
*willes , to that which was for his 


| Yrearer glory, and the good of 


men, aud this was the reaſon why 
he would not anſwer , without 
rſt creating with God of thoſe 
inges: beſides he thought it nor 


. 

» A 
# 
w 


— Imarrcer of any great importance, 
} Whether men did mary or goe for 


Þpaine, but he kepr ynto himſelf, 


out of his humility and mortifica- 
2 tion, theſcand other good reaſons, 
ac moued him 'to giue no an- 


er, But when 'any asked him 
hether they «hould be prieſts ,or 
drerinto religion; 1f he did find 
dey had parts requiſite for ſuch 


"W eltate, he did further them in 


M iiij 


m_ TY OO _ OC HOPE 
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ehcir reſolation of embracing that TT. 


principall good, bur when he per. 


ceived that they wanted thoſe + 


parrs, he anſwered as is ſaid; ] wil 
recommend it ynto God. 


He would {peake very much in 
behalf of the rchg1ous ordets, and © 
of the Prelates and Seuperiours 0 |! 
rhem in 'prefence of their infe. 
riours , and thoſe of their chatye? 


and houſe declaring vato then 


how great a m It Was to obey 
2ndobſeructhecir rulcs and Ceon- 
ſtirutions. 


$6 


AN ac 


Vato lay-men , when occalion | 


was offered, he gaue to: vnderſtal |} £ 


the-eminence of a religious man! IF > 
WET. cc 


eſtare aboue theirs , and the grea| 


ſpirirwherwnh the reltgions 0 
ders were founded ; he ſaid thi: 


F\ 
+7 

> 

'*s. 


, 
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4 
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= 


Gods beſt ſouldiours. were u|2 
them ; and to this purpoſe he was? 
wont to ſay that a tice in a pave? 
field needeth take good roore, bu 
that it is more ſafe - from tht? 
violence ofthe winds in a Wood 


MOuntaine. 
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"' He did allwaies defend Princes, 


Govcrnours, Iucges, as V cl Ec- 


'©'cliaſticall as Secular, with: great 


courage aud humility witha)l ,1n 


—prefence of their ſubics : and 


ihen they did murmure at the 
oucrnment, he ſaid-: if you were 
hn the place, it maybe you would 
not cot fo well as: he rhat 1s in 
goucrnment; and if they Reod: In 


F127 laying , that thar which rhe 


Princes did , diſerued to be amen- 


ded, he replied : you sheuld teP 


them ſo , for what good COtH It 
6 here:to {c me that eſteemed them« 
+ (clues ſpirituallmen, and-yert did 


murmure, he faid; 1 doe-nor: ac» 
count him ſpinituall;, no nor ver- 
ruous, that iudgerh and murmu- 
reth at his nGggbour. Moſt com- 
monly he was vſed to ſay in ſuch 
occaſions:this thing cannot be re- 
medicd hete,let ys not talke of it; 
and with his grauity he gaue: fich 
life and authority to his wordes,as 
thata man-of great account who 
talked of the kings gouermet, was 
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pur much onr of countenice, only Ma... 
by hearing Gregory ſay vnto hin "11 « 
the king hath as $harp an vnder- 
ſtanding as any man in ſpaince,and 
will you reprehend him ? and the 
ſame man doth yer admire ar the 
great change which thoſe word © 
cauſed in him. 3 

He 'made another allſo whe | 
fpoke ill of rhe gouernment ofa | 
Lord,change his opinion, only by | 
Gying vnto him : you dare not ſay 
ſo in his preſence. 

He was very confiderate and ad- 
uiſed in ſpeaking to euery one in 
his proper kind , ro the hasband Þ 
man , ſouldier, gentelman and the | 71 
reſt , without raking any man ou | 
of his profeſſion ; and ro this pur- 
poſe he commended very machs, 
Tohn Baptiſts wiſdome in the coi. 
file that he gaueto the ſouldier, 
to be content with his pay , and 
doe no man any wrong. bl. 

Treating with (piticuall men, * 
Jeaſt rhey $hould judge thoſe tha | 
lcad a manner of life different #50 | 
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' Fthicirs , as ſometimes ir vſeth to 
Ml our, he was wont to ſay, that 
he was much delighted with the 
'yaricty of mens {pirits, becauſe 
that with them God did beautify 
83s heaucnly Hicruſalem, that 
We ſpiriruall comſe God was the 
Maſter , ahd rtherfore no man 
'k nght to make himfelf a Maſter 
Þ another, indging hitt and deft - 
Ting to leade him the ſame way as 
he himſelf is led by God , becauſe 
that way alſo is good wherim God 
Eircterh others 
= To thoſe thar asked him conn- 
>Gail- what they $hould doe, he 
\ Tanſweted, they should loue God 
and their neighbours , becauſe 
that was the high way for all fr 
the leaſt co the greateſt , and thir 
© herein one could nor doe amille , 
becauſe it is our law whetin con- 
Wliſerh all perf-ion. 
He was allſo wont to ſay , that 
to be allwaijes ralking of (pirit was 
milke and the temprarion of be- 


F giancrs , and that although one 
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had an vnderſtanding like a' Sera. ] 
phim , yer he ought. nor deſire ty Þ 
make it knowne withour nece(. 
{ity. | yk 
He eſteemed ir better ro'recon 8 
mend his neighbour vato Go 
then to {peake of God, ynles ther: © 
were ſome ſ[peciall need. To thoſ, ? 
that had allready profited in (piri- 2 
tnall life , he ſaid: it is better to 2 
ſpcake with God then of God. 
To one that eſteemed him(:lf : | 
ſpirituall man , he ſaid:it would be | 
a grear Sham? ynto you, if it were Þ? 
kaewae that you defired to live |* 
in'this world; and for this pur- |* 
poſe-he alledged $. Paul, who (aid: 
we hauc ke, ts any. permaneit 
city, but we (ceke after that wher- 
In We are to- continue ; and he 
perſwaded himſelf thathe that !i- 
ued afrer this manner might bc 
numbred amongſt rhe fpiricuall 
men. \ © +1 F. 
| When he heard ſome great and 
miraculous. thiuges reported h: 
was yſcd to (ay : I had zather haz: 


: ® 
: 
4 | o 
4 
FF. 3 , 
F320 
| T2 
4 
4 \ 
n | 
+ 
[ 
- 
er 
- 
| , 
l 
: - 
? 3 | 
. 
H ? 
T1 
4 = 
F \ 
4 
- 
: 
: 
> \ 
4 
: 
l : 


.- of Gregorie L opes. TP) 189 
nc degree of rhe. pure loue of 
od then all this noiſe, 

He was once asked ,,whether 
ole that were perfect had any 
creations, he anſwered, yes, be- 
auſe when one goeth'a 1ourtey 
e loues to ſee his horſe cate (for 
he called his Fody ) bur he ſaid; 
he perfe@ m3, even 1n his recrea- 
10n, carieth a hand ouecr his body 
Huite contrary ro the vnpertect, 
{who doe not vſe this mediociity, 
For they ſuffer their mind, ſome= 
Exime- ro: be over mych yexed-and 
troubled, at other times to be: led 
Fwith,che delight of their nature, 
EZ” ALithovgh in conuerfation ir be 
Fan vſuall =- for men to Jaugke 


0 w 
= 


| ; 
art the careleſnes , ouctſights , or 


” 


| 
j 
[| 


Tash words of another, or when 
one is'vexed, ot his foot Mppeth, 
or he ,gerteth a fall, or cometh in 
with ſome notable blewish or mil- 
chance; yet he was nen&t ſeen ro 
Jaugh in ſuch occaſions, but rather 
ſremed to pitty them a new. 
When any afflited perſon-came 
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yato him, he shewed great feeling |» 
of his grietc, accommodated hi. = 
ſzlfro kim, and diſmiſied him ex-\ ar 
ceedtngly comforted. 7 
There came ynto this village; 
noble and vertuous Lady much af- | 
flicted, I werto viſit her,ad though 
I ſtaicd a great while with her t | 
comfort her, yer I could not pre- © 
uaile art all. Afterwardes she her. 
{elf poke wrh G regory, Who hal j 
ſo great prudence or ather hea Fe 
ucaly (piric in comforting her,, 2; | 7 
that she went our ſaying : 1 go: Far 
away ſatisficd. { 


When his adyiſc, was askedig | 
things that were doybrfull and 
hard to be refolucd , he anſwered: 


t9 morrow will come and w: 


Shall. be wiſcr, Fjuicivg to yader- Fi 


{tagd char a : all ghing was 

| ad ,, without es” 
ring ficlt wich God of it , notthar PÞ 
he was 0 be .yaderſhood ſoc that [ 
by meaagecs of his prayer he sbould | 
preſently know. an1 refolue it , for 
that canncy be imagined of ſuch 


not tobe reſo 
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=na bumble man. By this fay- 
- avg allſo ( ro morrow will come, 
7 We $hall be wiſer ) he did 

mcane the hower of our death;for 
en the morning will come for 
e knowing of doubts. 
The heauenly wiſedome, which 
did shew in his deedes was ad- 
irable ; he did heare Maſle with 
ch ſilence ; attention, aud: reſ- 
Dc, and rcccuued the bleed Sa- 
Zcrament with ſuch profound re- 
=uerence, as that he ſtirred vp all 
"meu to deuotion. ne would never 
dpcake to any body in the Church, 

ut if he had vrgent buſines with 
any one, he went out and ſpcedi!y 
Rſpatched it. 


F 
2 


* THE-IX. CHAPTER. 


1 WM f the fortitude and valousr of 
Gregory Lopes, 


N thei cement of the waald 
ic would ſcerne impertunent ; ro 
ommend ſuch a folitary, recol- 


= 
* / 
- 
"1 
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le&ed, filent , pore and hymns 
man for pun”, 6A and valiay; oc 


bur if we conſider it with the ci, Whir 
of our ynderſtanding and rea(on, ar: 
each of thoſe things aboue m1. 

tioned doth nor only shew gicy Pr 
valour and courage, bur allfo vn WP! 
plainly ' diſcouereth the mig hr PP" 
hand of God. Who would 1 Wwv2: 
eſt:eme- it valour, that a you ſv! 
man of ninteen yeares of age ,n- Well: 
duced with ſuch parts and naru:|\F nc 
gifts as we hane ſeen, should fo} [ 
ſake parents, kindred, houſe, con.| 

ery and the kings court ,which v{8ÞP 3 
had begun to follow, and wi: 
fach great hopes. of prefermen | a] 
and goe two thouſand leagues all WE 
more into exile, to liuc in a4: &e* 
ſerr fo full of perills , among't ti: 
molt ſauage, and barbarou; ng 
of new ſpaine. Ir ſeemes yery cuts! 
dent, that. this\ſtrengrth wi 91-12 


nen him by God, for in my op 
nion it is exceeding great cout? 
in ſacha young man, ro recol:% 
himſelf, and in ſch manner 07 

conjora'ly 


4 
a 
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\F&onforme himſelf ro rhe will of 
G04, as neucr to goe or fay any 
Fhing thar might be diſpleaſing 
to him , and to endeauour with 
| his ſtrength, ro dlort our all 
ings out of his mind, fo as nct- 
er to deſire nor remember any 
ing beſides God or that which 
as manifeſtly his pleaſure and 
ory . who could gine ſuch vertue 
'Whclides that moſt mighty hand ? 
\\ZHace that this is a thing of ſuch 
difficulty as that to recolle@ ones 
l elf inwardly for a litrle while, euE 
|= a vertuous man, it ſcemeth as if 
=he wecre to goe vp a-ſtcep hill or 
=ircalec an impregnable wall, And ir 
j| were fo indeed if Gregory had 
| Zanot vadertaken this enterpriſe 
| with great courage and cohdence 
. an God; ſaying with Dauid: in my 
.\$&0d I will paſle over the wall 
hat ſtrength was requiſit for ſo 
any yeares recollection , with 
ich {trickr ſilence, diſcommodity 
+ 8nd pouerty ? Walking fo long a 
- MWrnc 1g the narrow path of yertge, 
n! 1 | N 


— - 
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and neuer knowne to goe hay? 
one ſtep? but this ſtrength will? 
better kaowae by him, that hz! 
weigh well ,and conſider the 4, 3Y 
ficulcics of this iourney , the cc Þ 
mies thar arcinit, the combo 
char offer themſelues and the fill! 
whertin they are to be fought. | 
Theenemt:s arethe diuclls, (3 
much ſtronger then we by natur; 
as the naturall power of an 4% 
gell exccedeth that of men, ah 
therfore our nature , as infetiou| 7 
doth tremble in the preſence 9 Xs 
any of rhoſe ſpirits. Moreouer, k' 
that walketh in the way of vert, ? 
hath for enemics and aduerſ:ris, 8 
finfull men, becauſe he is courts? 
ry tothem n his workes, and 0.) 
rentimes God ſifterreth the juſto 8 
be perſecuted by the juſt , and 1, 
ly men oppoſed by holy men, od: 
thisis a gricuous perſecution; but? 
the moſt gricuous and tedious 
char which 2yertuous man , cit? 
'ſerhi:o himfelf, when by light 
abouc he knoweth , rhat all 7 


] 
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ometh vato him from the hand 
fGod , who plaincly sheweth 
'm that all thoſe cnimics and 


f the diuinc iuſtice , who come 
nto him with the power which 
od giueth them; the heauens bc- 
ome vnto him as hard as braſle, 
is ſoule he findeth in an abyſle of 
ibulation , and as it were quitc 
bandoned of great valout and 
+7 EoOurage. 
© The combates axe as great, as 1s 
"the gumber 3d (ubtilty of the cni- 
* Amics , forthey are ncuer wont to 
ke trueg nor be weary of figh. 
ting ,and bur.yices aeuer ceaſe to 
erſccute Vs. 
= Neither 15 the fretd;eherintanlc 
Zeombates are: four ht a tedproc 
© of valour, for it is our inward part, 
heriu the ſpirit fighterth' with 
eflesh, and the flcsh With the 
irit: andthis is a very paincfull 
rarre, becauſe he that giuerh the 
Sounds , feclcrth them as mych as 
&c that recciucth them and, the re- 
3» N jj FO 
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ſiſtance of the flesh cannor he" 
brought vnder without great lai 
bour of the ſpirit , becauſe the ſub. 
tilties and ſtratagemes of the iny-. 
ſible enemies doe there enter in (6 he 
come the blowes and woundes. | 
Whoſocuer should know the 147 
bours that Gregory did herin w-| 
dergoe, and the great progeſſi} 
that he made in ſuch occaſion} 
( as may be ſeen throughout th; 
hiſtory ) he would caſily ſee ho k: 
yaliant and couragious he was, «| te: 
ecially rwo things conſiders}? 
T he firſt is , that* fince thar hel? 
ued fo inflamed with chat? 
toWardes his neighbours , ht wa'? 
parrakero! all their aſlictions aa(/? 
griefes , and made them parra ket; 2 
of his paines in praying for then/? 
He was tempted with all of thin” 
becauſe he had as much feeling f 2 
theit remprations , as if they had? 
bin his owne. The ſecond is, that” 
Gregory did eate rhis bread & 
ſorrow very dry.forthough the ar 2 
une goodnes be wontto giue (p1” 2 
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: FMicuall delights ro thoſethat walke 

. A the (pirituall way for the caſing 

. Sf their troubles, yer this valiant 

Efbuldicr would ncuer receaue the, 

eſceching God to take the away 

om him, becauſe he would ferue 

is king for his Mateſtics owne 

ke , and not vpon hope of recei- 

Ing thoſe ſpirituall corentments , 

part of paiment of his good will 

; and loue ; for at the begining God 

ZRad beſtowed on him the gift of 

. Zxeares,but he befought him to take 
XK away for the ſaid reaſon. 

ZZ He had allſo a moſt ardent de- 

' Mrc to (ce the yumanity of our Sa- 

; ZWour Chriſt in this life ; bur per- 

| ec tuing that this deſire "did keep 

"Dim back, ad in a manner diminish 

ms reſignation, he did preſently 

Sendeauour ro mitigate it, conten - 

Sgng himſelf with this, that God 

ould shew it him when ir was 

is holy wilt. Gregory put away 

dm himſelf all thoſe comforts , 

cavſe he deſired ro ſerue God 

 FMithoue pay or any charges borne 
p 5 IN ul 
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Ing him an heretick , others ; 
Pol: , others a yagabound he ne- 
ucr excuſed nor anſwered for him- 


thoſe that ſpoke ill of him, 


tain occaſion told him of a ore 


ſtirre that was raiſ-d againſt hin, | | 
he anſwered them : God forbilt? 


that I should rrouble and diſtra) 


my mind with thinking on jt,and| | 


therwith continued ſhll as quiet 
as he'was before they rold hin 
of it. 

A certaine man of great account 
deſired me to informe him of the 


\ 


os 


. * 3 
Some of his freinds ypon a cet- 


eſtate of the noſpirall of Guaſteca 
and after I had giuen him account 


"4 


of all things, I rold him that there? 


was 2 man there called Grego!) 


Lopes , of (uch and ſuch vercue, 


ſpirit; and prayer; and what do: "FF 


in this life, and thertore he died {6 je 
well content that God led him by ar 
the way of the Croſſe, For all the ai 
many murmurings which h: anc 


heard againſt h mſelf, ſome 1ud- to + 


5 
"Cc 


J Tt 


ſelf, but defended and excuſci® 


1g 
70 
n 
h 
f 
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is man, (aid he, in the noſpitall? 
FT anſwered, that he was there all- 
EWaics in a chamber arhis prayers, 
and ncuer went forth;then he ſaid* 
fo this man could I willingly gue 
vo hundred ſtripes ; and when 
'e told this ſtory afterwardes to 
regory , he ſmiling excuſed him, 
aying : he (ſaith well for an idlc 

llow doth wel! deſcruc rwo hun» 
Ired (tripes, and gentlemen that 


{acc full of buſines, cannot eafily 


waderſtand what inward cexctcilcs 
arc. 

& It was never perceiued, that he 
ad any dcfire to be eſteemed oz 
nowne, and he hath often repre 


| ended me for prayFng him, be 


cuer cated for the- vitits of the 


- 
#1 


ZViceroics, Prelates , and nobility, 


Þut rather shewed, when occa- 
10n Was , Withall modeiſly and 
pood reſpect, that he did not take 
ny conrentin thoſe yiſites when 
hey did not concerne the glory 
Wt God or his neighbour his good; 
$22 though the holy man did 
w; N aj 
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much eſteeme the great picty and | 
wiſcdome of Don Luys de V cla(- 
& the Viceroy, yet he intreated 
him to cxcuſe his vilits,allcadging 
good reaſons for his requeſt, [1 
raoſc yilites , that great perſons 
made vnto him he did allwaics 
$Shew an humble grauiry , andaſ- | 
{ured roken of his great mind. 
The Inquiſitours gaue order thar 
his booke, Which he made vpon 
the Apacalips , Should be ſeen and 
peruſed by Don Fray Pedro de 
Auguſto Bishop of Cibu , who 
gaue in approbation , that he had Þ 
n-uer ſeen a better expoſition of Þ 
thoſe digine reuclations ; that he F 
edmired how he could fay fo 
much , with ſuch certainty and 
Shorrnes ;.that he did belecue ke 
had ſupernarturall light gauen him 
for the writing of that booke: and 
whe the Inquiſition medled with 
that buſines , Gregory did not 
Shew (nor doe we think he had) 
any trouble of mind nether would 
kekcepea copy of it nor ſpeake 2 


- 
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word of it, cuen as if it had 
bin noneof his worke, | 
* Such was his greatnes of mind, 
7 as that he neuer acquainted any 
$ man with his griefes and afflic- 
tions , nor ſought comfort from 
any creature, yet he was wont to 
tell, for thegood of his neighbour, 
# things that had hapned varo him 
in times palt. 
Many times in theyeare, he diden- 
| dure great paines of the ſtomack 
# and of the collick , yer he neuer 
= complayned,nor changed counte- 
| nance, nor the good poſture, that 
© he was vſcd to keep, when he was 
in beſt health, fo as Idid not know 
© his infirmicies , but only. by his 
I md. extraordinary ill 
© itomack.Onetimeſeing himmuch 
® falne away, I asked him : what 
Z aile you that you are ſo weake? 
He replyed x5. daies together I 
haue bin troubled with 2 fit of the 
collick 3 and by theſe meanes I 
came to know his diſeaſes which 


© were ſo great, asthat they made 
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me pitty him and wonder how he FT 
could excrce ſuch conſtancy and I 
auſterity of life with them. 7 

He was otdinarily ſick of a fea. | * 
uer, Which he cured by diet, cn. | 
during hanger, if need were, for | 
three , or | 2m , or flue natuall F 
daies, he neuer vſed bed cuen in © 
his great ſicknelles. 4 

whilſt he was in Santafe, he had ſ 
the toothache for a yearc toge. |? 
ther, and I had never knowne it, FT: 
but thar he went twice into the BF 
field for hearbes, that he kno [7 
were good tocure himzand ſome- |? 
times he could not cate for paine, 
Hauwng once hurt one of his great |* 
eecth , he would not let me (end [7 
for a barber to pull ir our , but pul- 
led it out himſelf by a very painc- 
full meanes ; ſuch was the deſire 
that he allwaies had of finding 
ſome occaſion to ſuffer ; for men 
that are ynircd to God, vſe to fud 
as much contenr in ſuffering , 35 
others find commonly in this 10 


and calc, 
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This valiant man told me, that 
the diucll did once aflaile him in 
22 viſible shape ; and I askeing him 
Zhow he did defend himſelf, he an» 
wered me in theſe wordes : I 
hought that I could not doe a 
etter thing then that which I 
id, ſo I continued it with all my 
trength, and he vanished away 
nd acuer tempted me viſtbily 
gainc, 
> Wcencuer heard kim ſpeake any 
good ſcntence, Which he did not 
Wpur in practice When need was 3 
ZFand he was wont to (ay to this 
Wpurpolc : miſcry it (elf is nor to 
2X be, dcſired, but a will to eudure 1t 
XZ with modcratts of mind ; and fo 
X he cndured all theſe that hapened 
& vnto him with ſuch an inuinci- 
® bleand conſtant mind, as that be 
RX <id not ſceme ſubiect ro change; 
E therfore from the firſt day thar I 
= ſaw him ( which is 18. yeares 
ET agoc)I preſently perceiued in him 
a certaine excellence which I had 
not ſecne in any other man, This 
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opinion increaſed in me even till 


his death,and allſo ſince his death 
it increaſeth with the wonders, "og 


which God dorh daicly worke by 3} 
him. 3 
But to returne to the intent of 3 
this Chapter, what courage and Þ 
valour niight a ſouldier have, ? 
Who from a poore country fellow 
Should come by feates of armes to 7 
be a Grandy of the king his court | 
but how much greater valour is |” 


neceſſary for a ſpiritual! ſouldier, | % 


of himſelf poore and abject , a ſon 7 
of Adam, to become great io the | 
court, of God, and ſince that Gre- 
pory is come to that height of | 
onouras to be great in the court 
of heauen, ir 1s firting thar his ya- 
lour and courage $hould be 
knowne, that ſo we may glotify 
God in this Sainte , gathering 
by thar little which is written 
here, the grear aboundance that | 
God hath beſtowed on him, in |* 
compariſon of which this that 's |? 
written is nothing;partly by rea 


WL. 
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| fon of the care which he vſed in 
| Zeonccaling his yerrues , partly for 
Lfeare leaſt I should excced the 
Þreuity which I had intended in 
Wthis relation , telling only. thoſe 
hart were ſo open to the yiew, 
s that chey could not bur be 
cence, 
I asked him one day how he 
"Feould ſo fnuch conceale his ver- 
Mes, it ſeeming vnto me an herot» 
{call and hard thing to doe, he an. 
E{wered me that ſcatence worthy 
tof cternall memory 3 To conceale 
Zones vertues is nota thing hard 
=zvno him that hath a lively faith, 
Ffor if a man doe certainlybelecue, 
that all his yertues $hall be ſeen in 
=*rhe courr of heanen , what will he 
= care,whether they be knowne or 


| no in the village of this world. 
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THE X, CHAPTER. 


Of the humility, and inward y. 
werty of Gregory Lopes, 


| Should haue bene very happy, 2 
if God had giuen me any part 2 
of the great inward pouery, : 
which he beſtowed on this (c- 
vant, the which conſiſtcth in ha. 


wing the heart free from all loys 1 


of creatures, and giving him(clf | 
wholy to the loue of his Creatour, | 
for it may be ſayd of this holy yer- | 
tue peculiarly, that thoſe chat prace | 


eiſe it can ſpeake better of it then | 


thoſe thanſtudy it, and coſcquent- 
ly I should berter declareGregory |? 
his vertues if I had ſome of it, 
Vhat an excellent patrerne of i Þ 


this Sain@ hath bin may partly bs | 


ynderſtood by that which I ſaw 
with my owne cies, and by what 
I gathered by the auſwers hc gauc 
ro many men in diverſe occs- 
fions, 
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The ſons of Adam, haue for the 


T moſtpart ingraftcd in them a de- 
© fire to be eſteemed more excellent 
T chetheir neighbours. Gregory Was 
Z ( free from this that he allwatcs 
preferred others before himſelf, 
and co that purpoſe I haue often 
heard him fay : fince I begun to 
live ſolitary T neuer iadged any 
body , 1 cſtzemed all mca derrer 
T and wiſ:r thea myſelf , and ther- 

* fore ynlefle I were asked, I neuer 
gaue counſaile to any man , nor 
made myſclf a treather of others. 
OF this a'l that coucrſed with him 
7 arc witneſles , and we haue ſcene 
E by experience , that becauſe he 
# would not make himſcifa Maſter 


2 co any, God hath ordained thar 


© he should be vnto many. From 
® hence proceeded the great carc 
$ char he allwaies had to excuſe 
® tholc that did iudge him ; and as 
I told him oneday that there were 
many that slaundered him, he an- 
{wered : I haue allwaics excuſed 
thera not only in wordes, bur allſo 
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with all my heart in deedes, Fro 
hence allſo it came to paſle , thy, + 
he did not defire his ſpeeches 
Should be valued , and therfore |," 
neuer went about to premeditar 

and compoſe the Wordes , thath: 
was to ſ{pcake, before hand; and 

he told me to this purpoſe, thi 
once ( it was before he began {i;# 
ſolirary life ) he ſpent ſome tint? 
before hand in thinking of 1h! 
diſconrſe that he was to mak 
and that afcerwardes he had 
occaſion to ſpeake it , wherby ht: 
was aducrtiicd not to looſe timen 3 
compoſting his wordes , truſting 2 
in God that he would giue hin 2 
thoſe that were conuenient whe 8 
need was, and for this cauſe Go! 
gaue him the grace never ro com 
mit any crrout in his ſpeech , fo! 7 
all the wordes that he ſpoke {ce- 
med fulbof divine wiſedome; the 
Lord of heauen and carth reuc+, ? 
ling vnro this humble ſcruir thol:''2 
thinges, Which he bath hiddci|? 


from 


| 


Y 


"XX and as I was ſpeaking to her in 


a 
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from the prudent and wiſe of the 


world. . 

oo Eight daics before his death 
there came to viſite him a rcli- 
tous man yery wiſe and vertuous, 
ad his great freind , and among 
ther thiuges that he talked. of, 
eing his life in danger he asked 
im very familiarly : muſt we goe 
ow to enioy God? thinking that 
he would tell him of the hower of 
His death; bur this humble ſeruant 
of God anſwered him with great 
Zadmiration: Doth your reverence 
Zaske me this ? it $shall be as plea- 
FFerh God ; as if he should ſay : you 
that are wiſe, doe you thinke thar 


| 


FT know the hower of my dcath ? 


$7 doc not deferue ſo much ; wher- 

with the religious man was much 
edifed, 

2X Three or foure daies before his 

x death , there came in to ſee him 


an Indian woman of this village, 


& her owne tongue, becauſe he did 


2 not vaderſtand it, he (aid vato me, 


# 
k 5 
"1 i 
= 


, 
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note well what she ſaith, perad.. 
venture $he will give me fone 
g00d aduice ; whetin I note 


his great humility , ſince that he 


thought himſelf of lefle worth 


then an Indian woman , and thy: 
She could tell him what was con. 
uenient for him now in the cnd of 
his life. 

More ouecr men are wont to h:: 
another affection, thar is,to think: 
of what is tos befall them , fron 
which Gregory Was very free, for 
he that defireth purely to ſeruc 
God, eſteemerh all ſuch cares a; 
lets and hindrances ; and therfor: 
he neuer thought of courſes of 
changing his life what should be. 
come of him whether he $hould 
dy of hunger or cold;or should be 
bedrid, whether he should liucl6y 
or a lirtlewhile, whether heshould 
doe ſuch or ſuch thinges for the. 
ſeruice of God or his neigbours 
good; becauſe he knew there was 
wont to be in thes and the like 


thoughts, if one were catied awzy . | 
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*h them , ſome ſecret tempta- 
* of the cncmie , Or at the leaſt 
fc of time, and for this reaſon, 
ike a wary and humble man, 
pon occaſion of ſueh thoughts 
She allwaics (aid ; I am nothing , I 
an good tor nothing ; contentin 
niclf with doing that which 
"God in his holy Iaw commandeth 
"Km, and not iudging himſelf wor. 
thy of other thinges in times ta 
come,though he was alwales pre- 
pared in mind to doe whatſocuer 
he divine Maicſtie,did ordaine. 
{One time, as ſome were talking 
Fa his preſence of the ſumpruous 
mbes that ſome men bwld , and 
pf their competences abour places 
ad chappells, he ſaid : when I 
ly let them bury my body where 
hey will, ſo it be in-holy ground, 
Pur if they doenor , it will fo an- 
moy them as that it will make 
Sem quickly enterre it. 
& He was ſo far from taking care 
pod prouiding for himſelf for the 
Func to COM , as that he would 


. 


l 
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not ſuffer that any body &, þ 
should take care for him ; fs 
when I went about to looke fo; 
another place to lme in , becai 
the aire of rhis village of Sant: 
was not very commodious for hi; 
weaknes and ficknes , he allwais 
ſaid vato me : let no man be (oli. 
citous for me, for God will hay: 
® care to proude as $hall plca{: 
kim. 

He had his heart allfo free fron 
all curious affetion , borh tem: 
porall and fpiricuall , into which 
fome contemplariues vſe to fall, ſo 
he told me ſometimes , that finc: 
kis choice of ſolitary life he had 
neuer defircd to fee any thing 0 
the world, cucn not his parents, 
country, or friends , &c. Neither 
did hc deſire to ſee the Angells, 
-nor hauc extaſics, nor reuelations, - 
for he ſaid that he only deſired to 
ſce God, yet allwaics with this 
reſignation , that it should bc 
when and. how it pleaſed God; 
and that the rapts , and cxtalics 
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at he deſired in this lite , was to 
nforme himſelf euery day more 
id more with the will of God, 
d fallfill it in all occafions with 
certainty and trurh. 
XX We percciucd in this holy man 
thing worthy of conſideration, 
hich was , that he neuer retoy- 
cd for any temporall thing , nor 
Wauc it entrance into his mind, 
His ioye was God, and his delight 
and glory was to doe his holy 
Will, and bencfit his neighbour, 
Vpon a certaine occaſion I told 


) 
| Him that I did greatly elteeme 
| 


that vertue ; he ſaid varo me: it is 
a shame for vs that liue in the 
Jaw of grace, and haue wholy re- 
mnouced che world to eſteeme this, 
fince Queene Eſter being wife to 
= 8 great Monarch , ſaid : Thou 
knoweſt well my Lord and God, 
that fince I was brought to this 
pallace, vntill this preſent day, thy 
37 handmaid hath nor ioyed bur only 
& in thee. 
From the firſt time that I viſited 
O 14) 
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him at our Ladies of remedies, 
plcaſed God our of his mercy y Þ 
giue me ſucha care of Gregor 
#hat if it was neceſlary to doe ty. 
merhing for him, neuer ſo hat] 

I should not haue ſtuck vpon 
So I aſſiſted him in whatſocucr 
he had need of, viſiting him whe. 
reſocucr he Was, and becaulc he 
was in Gualſteca, I asked al: 
three yeares together for th: 
poore of thar hobbirall, a thing 
which was to me in thoſe times, 
more then any one can imma- 
gine:and to ſay allin a word, fron 
che time that I knew him, vatil! 
he died in my company , which 
were cightecn yeares , methought 
I could have bin content to hauc 
bin his slaue, and he knew it very 
well and $shewed himfeclf yery 
eratefull; yet I dare affirme, that 
neuer any one ſaw him rely or put 
the leaſt hope in that which I did 
or could doc, nor that he ſer his 
af:Xion ypon me in any exceſuc 
mauner for all whatſocuct 1 did, 
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f þr in all the good turnes that he 
7  ecciued, h: allwaics beheld God 
r,, © the aurhour of them , and the 
Ercature as the meancs, wherby 
the divine godnes and prouidence 
i; Rad ſend them : (o as his gratitude 
Rowardes his benefatours was 
In God notin himſelf, beſeeching 
Rarncfily his diuinc Maicſty to re- 
: Quite that good worke, that was 
Tone ynto him , ſince that he mo- 
wed their wills to doe it. 
} In like manner heendeauoured 
that for any good worke of his 
towards his neighbour, the thakes 
$hould not be giuen to him , but 
only to God, as wedi! often (ee, 
that when ſome went toaske him 
doubts, he did not anſwer them 
{bur praied ynto God to tell it im- 
mediately to themſclues , that the 
Fthankes for that knowledge 
might begiuen vnto God, and riot 
ynto lum, ncither whole nor in 
part, 
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THE XI. CHAPTER, 


— — 


Of the outward pouerty of Gre» ; 
gory Lopes, 4 


= =. D. <8 - — _ -_ F 
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Ince the time that he went in- | 
tothe wildernes , and offcred ! 
himſelf vp wholly vnto God, he | 
neuer polleſed any thing of his F 
owne. To this purpoſe ke was | 
wont to ſay, that when one ta- 
keth delight in outward pouerty, 1 
it is a figne that he is 1nwardly Pp 
rich. w} 
This great loue of poverty made 
him «deuiſe ſundry and admirable |} 
meanes, wherby to excell in it. \\* 
W herfore as for the firſt, he would |= 
nor vſe any certaine kind of attire; 
bur in diuers times hewore ſuchap- 
parell as God did'ſcnd him ; forin 
the firſt cley& yearcs ic was courſe 
ſackcloath, afterwardes in Atriſco 
his hoſt gaue him ſome gray 
cloath ro coner himſclf and that 
was the beſt garment he wore 10 


| 
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val his life. | 

= The bare ground was his bed 
Whileſt he could paſſe with it 
without endamaging his health; 
rerwardes he did ly ypon ſome 
epskins , vntill his great fee- 
lenes'and diſcaſes forced him to 
ke a little quilr yery thin and a 
uerlet : this was his beſt bed, 
nd he accepted of it at my\impor- 
Aunity, as is allready ſaid. 

/” > His chamber was very poore ; 
' for he would neuer accept of han= 
pings , or other furniture were it 
*Deucr ſo meane, cuen when he 
| Fas very weake and hiekly, 

| He washed his cloaths himſelf, 
partly becauſe he was yery cleane- 
h as allſo becauſe of his indifpo- 


| 
R itions ; arfome times in the yeare 
Khe wached his feet, and he himſelf 
Ewarmed the water in rhe ſunne, 
Whe neuer lerany body wash them 
*XXfor him , neither doc I know that 
Weuer anie one ſaw his bare skin. 
= He was ſo remperare in his diet, 


*® that he ncuer. did himfclf harme 


LT IT 
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by cating, either fruit, though þ# 
loued it very well, or any othe® 
meate, bur onely once by cating 

recnc hearbes and wild quince, 
To this purpoſe he was wont vi 
ſay tharpoore men ought to look: 
wellto their health, and norto o.\ 
ceed in cating or drinking , lea | 
they should be burthenſome yh 
their neighbours, s 

In the _eguing of his ſolitary 
life he eate no flesh , afterwards; 
when he conuerſed more with 
men , he cate of that which wi; 
ſer before him, but he neucr cat: 
but one meale a day, 

His 'moucables were only : 
bible, a map anda globe,which, a; | 
1s (aid, he made with his owne 
handes, andtwo other bookes that þ 
he had wriren. 1 

Notwithſtanding his pouerty, Þ 
it was the will of God that he © 
Should neuer aske any almes, na: & 
ther by wordes,deedes, nor {ignes, | 
nor cuen by making $shew ota 
good Life, the which is wont 
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X© Without wordes to moue men to 
"ZEFpiuc almes ; becauſe rhe diuine 


hes 


"ZZMaicſty would haue him live in 
"Z=this maaner to let ys (ee by = 
' "Khim fo puncually in all his neceſ- 
| tics , that his diuine Prouideace 
euer faileth ; and if 'for ſome 
ime he did permit him to endure 
ant of neceſlaries, it was to the 
tend that his merits increaſing his 
Frewardes allſo might increaſc. 
How ofccn in trauailing hath he 
come weaty to his lodging ? and 
=Naicd there without eating any 
thing? ar night laid himſelf downe 
Fepon the bare ground, and be- 
times in the morning trauailed 
| Wome leagues on foot ? for ſo he 
* Zwwas vſcd to doe, there being no. 
| ®body that tooke any care to ſupply 
& his wanr and pouerty ; and I doe 
nor meruaile much, for Gregory 
© by his countenance ſeemed rather 
F« Lord then a poore man, though 
© oftentimes ho endured extreame 
X higer,thirlt , wearines, toile 5d la- 
2X dour iato which God brought him 


13 
= 


\ 
; 
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in diuerſe occaſions. I know we! Fming 
that this is much , but yet tj; Was 
{ſtrength and yalour was ſuch, x pan 
that allrhough God had brough ac 
him into more and far greater aca 
wants, he wouldnor haue shrunk; © 
from his purpoſe of obferuing po. |! eh 
uerty , for he had purpoſed not ts | P37) 
aske any thing , hoping that Gol | h: 
would relicue Ron as he allwais [Re 
did, pl 
Perceiuing how much ſometimes; FRetD 
he was incommodared whileſt he #72 
was in my houſe, by not agking 
any thing, one daylI faid ynto him; 
if I ſaw my (elf in neccſlity, ! 
would aske almes to shame and 
humble my (elf, he anſwered me; 
But not 1. Then I replicd :me. FM, -. 
thinkes I should doe ill in not as: FE; 
king'that which I had need of ; to Þ* 
this he ſaid : for you, you ſay well, F 


for me ; for God direQeth cucry 
one in his proper way. T :h 
In his latter tm he was vſcd | 


and this is a good courſe , but not " 


to drinkea little wine ita the mor- 
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= ning, for if he did nor take 1t , he 
Zwas much tormented with the 
"Faine of the collick, and the ſto- 
"mack ; and though I had allwates 

Ba carc to giueit him, yet I could 
ot allwaics come to know when 
e:had ſpent it. One day ſcing him 
ety weake and pale, I asked him 
hat he ailed ? he anſwered : I 
Ehauec not taken adraught of wine 
Zthis morning , and therfore I haye 
Zbin in great paine, I begantobe 
, Eoubled' becauſe I had no wine In 
*the houſc to giue him; but God af. 
Efiſted him yery pundually , for 
Zeucn at that inſtant there came a 
Ffricad of mine, and brought vs a 


© little good wine. 
= He was fo conſtant in not as- 
© king auy thing, as that once I 
Efofid him making aweb of threed 
Sofa lirtle clout, and asking him 
3 what he made thatfor, he rold me: 
(Fthar it was to ſow with , and 
Frthough he knew that I had 
T thread, he did not aske any. 


Scauentcen yeares and more be- 
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fore his death, I had a dcſirety 


ive him all chat he had need of, ©” 


_ alluring my (elf thatit was the will 
of God that I $should doe lo ; and 
though I had made knowne ynto 
him this my deſire , he acucr as. |? 
ked any thing of me ; atlcngth # 


percetuing by lo many experiences 1? 


the way. wherin God did dircd 
him, I did vſe from time to time ts 
lay before him ſome thinges, that 
I chought he might haue vſcof, 
and he did take What he had 
need of, 

There was another thing in his 
pouerty very admirable, that is, it 
fcemes that God would hauc this 
his ſeruant cate of other mens lca- 
uings, like a true poore man, for [ 
hauc often obſerued , that whar- 
ſocuer was «dreflcd purpoſcly for 
him ,- did him harme, Of this1 
haue log experience, for ſcing him 
ſoweake and feeble, I cauſed ſome 
dainties to be made for him , and 
as ſoone as he cate them they did 


him harme, and he bjmſclfineres- 


—— ”  w__—— 
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'ted me co make nothing for his | 
owne perſon , but I, imputing this | 
to his deſire of not being trouble- 
ſome, and allſo of liuing like a 
poore man,did againe cauſe ſome | 
ing to be made ready of purpolc | 
r him, and it o fell our, that by | 
e harme he felr 1n cating of | 
ole thinges, he came to know 
thar they had bin made for him, 
and then he declared him(clt, tel- 
ling ' me plainely that he would 
not haucany thing made peculiar « 
Iy for kim. 

” And (ol haue perceiued that if 
ZEloath, or linnen, or any other 
| hing was bought for him it did 
um harme, though onthe other 
Wide our Lord did bring him into 
Wuch neceſſity , by infirmitics , and 
Wveaknes, as that it ſeemed a thing 
Qmpoſſible to be .able ro endure 
Shar which he did, and when in | 
Wis laſt ſicknes there was need of ; 
Particular things , he forbad me to ; 
Zcauſc chem to be made for him : | 
4 but Ut avy ſcat them out of chazi- 


| 8 
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ty', I should rake them , in goy 
time ; yea perhapes his death yy 
| haſtned by ſome thinges that wet, 
made ready for him , which ſoy, © 


J 


learned and very vertuous m; | P 


+4 


thought neceſſary , for whiz 
cauſe the holy man held his pe; 
at that time, and recciucd they 
with paticnce. 3 

It ſeemes that God was his ſttx-|? 
ard, and would not let him int; 
life ſpend any thing of tus heaurs-þ RE 
ly patrimony , andfſeing that Gs 
kept him ſo shorr I (a1d once vor} 
him : it will not be ſaidof you;\? 
bona terre comedetis ; he an{were: 
It 1s true , and as God doth it, ol}. 
deſire it should be ; and trucly fo # 
ſach occaſions as theſe, is thet:} 38 
fignement and conformity of mal Ts: 
with God, when on the onelit} 
God bringeth him to ſich a near)? 
pinch, and'one the other, man ©; 
dureth that want valiantly wii 7 
z0y and contentment, 1 
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#THE XII, CHAPTER. 


the mortifcations and ſufferings 
of Gregory Lopes, 


He mortification of this moſt 

patient man (being in {o high 

egree, as that it cannot be diſ- 

ned by thoſe who with their 

nall cies behold fpirituall 

Inges and _—_ of others by 

| theiwſclucs, was the moſt rare and 
| Zadmirable that hath bin ſeen : as 
| Heonc as he went into the deſert, 
\j We knecled downe vp6 the groiid, 
| nd taking his diſcipline in his 


* ' 
= 4 


and he began like a yaliant ſoul- 


| di r of Icſus Chrift to chaſtice his 
| Body and yſc it hardly, Bur his 
| ZEaptaine and moſt wiſe Maſter 
ould not leauec a buſines of ſach 
| Wportaace in his owne-handes , 
i Mt: (aid vnto him : Alius cinger re 
"Wd axcet f s:as1t he 
quo tw non vis : as if he 

ould (ay : I will have a care 10 

7 ci you, for thou muſt omen . 


ſe 
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ter my pace not Iafter thine ; th, 
which Goddid performe , giuing 
him matter of merit by who: 
handfulls, not only outwardly i, 
his body , by the continual! ſick 
neſles that he ſent him, and th 
diſcommoditics and labours th: 
he infpired him to vadertake ani, * 
ſer with more then manly cov. 
rage, hurt allſo inwardly in ;; 
ſoule with other paines far otete 3 
ter, wherwith he tried him. 

He began to exetciſc þim in.” 
wardly in ſuch grieuous 1d paine. 
full thinges , as that the greatps., 
tience that ourSauiour 'had giv 
him, ſtood him in very good {tec 
end though he engaged all 
ſtrength, yet God brought him þ 
to the vemolt in this exerciſe, 1 
that he was (o far from going fa 2 
cher with a greater burthco, 4% 
that he thought ir 1mpoſſibl;ro Þ 
cary that which he didalleavy 
beare. He told me that his naturt'Y 
did treble whe he thoughr of tht? 
exerciſe, and that rherfore i Þ 


, 
2 
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ould not make a particular rela- 
on of it to any one;burt although 
Wc doc not know in particular 
thoſe thinges that he did inward=- 
Jy ſuffer , at leaſt by the auſwers 
y- q ar he gaue to thoſe that came to 


xl! him their inward aflitions , 


me of thoſe wherin God had 
erciſed him may be gathered : 
r he did anſwer with ſo many 
rticularities that all men did ca. 
hly percciue, that he was a Maſ- 
tex in (ſuch troubles, and did com- 
fort themſclues to fee him in ach 
'@farc harbour after ſo many tem« 
"peſts, and when Iralked with him 
abour thoſe troubles , ſaying that 
they were very painefull , he anſ- 


: _ 


ercd me: Father Loſa there arc 
Men that beare burthens thirty 
Umecs greater then this ; wherby 
may bc gathered that in matter of 
Sch like troubles, he did ſuffer 
Worc then he did reach. 
For he that had an carneſt de- 
e to keep his ſoule yndefiled , 


= Qid all waics employ himſclfin 
hs y 2: 
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chaſt and feruent prayer , hoy 
much would he be troubled an 
afMlited with a floud of catnal 
temptations, 1naginations and re. 
preſentations of dishoneſt thingy > 
which the diucll repreſented yay 
him very liucly , and with a work 
and more alluring impreſſion ther 
the reall thinges them(ſclues coul{ 3 
make, and though God gauc him 
the grace to tread all this yndct 
foore , yet he could nor but feel: 
Ctcat paine and ſorrow, ſcing hin. 
Cſ:'f hanging only by the {l:nde 
kaire of his owne Will , wherwit 
he was in danger to conſent , ani 
eipecially , becauſe at that tint 
God openerh the eics of choſe tha 
arc ro thiive ſpiritually and mz 
kerh chem ſee the danger they att 
in, to the cad that they wigit 
walke with more heed and wi: 
Fincs in the narrow path of ycreut. 3 
What paines migh* Gregory (ut 4 
fer in thel+ occafions 20d J2ages : 
ſince that his encmics were n0, 
tied ciiher dayor night with gh 3 
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thing , nor fled were they found 
weGſtance , nor were ashamed 
ere they found vertue ? eſpe- 
ally, ſince that they not oncly en- 


ironed him without, but were 


o within him , prouoking him 
euill , and oppoſing him 1n 
daes. Neucttheleſſe theſe 
nes ſo premm and fo dreadfull 


=Werc delights and contentments 
"vato Gregory, who endured them 


for the glory of his God. Inlike 
manner he bchaned himſelf in en- 


during the battery of reaſons 


Which the enemy brought againſt 
our holy Catholick Fair ; the im- 

dſſibilities, ſnares , intanglings , 
dubrs, which ypon this ſuhiethe 
&d raiſe; for faith being the 
Found of ſpirituall life, the remp- 
Won againſt it is a torment in- 


ted by the diuell himſelf Gre- 


L ry ſuffered this conſtantly , con- 


ving ſtrong in his faith , aud 
th his profound humility made 
$ aduerſaries inſtantly wanish 
ay, 
P 113 
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The fouldiers of our Lord a- 
allſo wont in the like recolleQion 
to be rempred with the ſpirit of 
blaſphemie , yer he that knowet, 
how to fly ſpirirually , and hath 
found delight in the loue Ad prailc; 
of God, with ſuch excellence x 
Gregory did , returneth allwaic; 
conquerour from this fight, and 


ectreth life by the hand of hi , 


cnemy, 

In the ſpirituall life', men are nc: 
a little nor feldome morrtified and 
afflicted with a kind of fwouning, 
wherby the diuell ſceketh to ſtop 
their way ; for the ſoule defuing 
to pleaſe God and walke in hi! 
waics , findeth ſometimes in her- 
ſclf ſuch a kind of remiſſenes and 
weakcanes, as that it ſeemeth vr 
to her a thipg impoſſible :to goe? 
ſtep farther , and knowing, Lap 


She doth nor oe forwardes , $1! 


;and that to pleaſe 


diſplealeth Go 


him she muſt goe on metrily,grea = ; 


is the paine $he feeleth jn perct! 


o 


uing herſelf ſo vpable to fouow 2 


J -* 
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at which God would hane her, 
d gane ynto this his ſcruant the 
yalour and courage that is requi- 


fite for vhe ſuftering of thele 


hinges with patience and proft, 


and for the gaining of the victory, 


* engthening him in theſe occa- 


ns with humility and knowledg 
of himſelf by which he might at - 
FWibute all the good that he ;Should 
Joc afterwardes , to the diuine 
goodnes as the fquntaine of all 
< od. 

Perfet men ſuffer allſo other 
kindes of paines wherwith they 
are much moleſted and afflicted ; 
for haucing allready attained to an 
'Excellent degree of charity , they 

ricue at oth'r mens euills as if 
they were their owne:ir cannot be 
zprefi.d in few wordes in what 
EOntinuall griefe and affliction our 


WSrcgory did liuve,ſcing the blindnes 


ſinners, the obſtinacy of here- 
ckes, the many foules that euery 


| *XÞy are damned, for this 1s thar 


Yo 
# 1 


F:icrof we ought truely tro hauca 
P wh 
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feeling , though he did allfo feele 


the lickneſles , hunger , jniurics 


-warres, and the other grieuance; 


of his neighbours,as if he had (yf-+ 
fered them himſelf. 


Another combare of the diuel] i; 


to repreſent vnto thoſe that aſpir: 


ro perfection , eſpecially at the be- 


—__ , how that all che worl{ 


will rife again{tthem,as it hath rj. 
ſen vp againſt all rhe followers of 7 
vertue, and how they shall be per- © 
ſecured by falſe witnefles in inf: 
mous crimes, and ſuch, as they der 
moſt abhorre; and thar if they had 
profited any thing by their goo 
life and example, all this wou: 
turne to ſcandall and a ſtumbling 
block for other ; and thoug h ynto 
ſome theſe burthens ſeeme bu: 
lighe , yer the truth is, that when 
God giueth our aduerſary leauet 
ſtraighten theſe cordes, he maketh! 
the ſervants of God (weate for 4 
long time ; for this 1s a farre mort 
hard and auſtere penance the that 


of the body, though they ſceme 0 
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"us to lic like idle and lojtering me, 


The truth hereof God hath $she- 


wcd,plainly in Gregory Lopes,nor 


only in his moderation of mind 


'and patience which he was plca- 


ſed to giue him in ſuch cumbatres 


pnd aduerſities, but allſo by the 


to C wonders that he hath wrought by 


[ F 


'F 


Zhim,and in him, 
= 1 will here note one thing, 


& £7 


®xv hich for its rarity did much edi- 


fy me. I obſerued diligently for 
many yeares, that this admirable 
man neuer made a ſtand in his fpi- 
rituall courſe; and though I ſome- 
times confidered that his bein 

continually in the loue of God 
cauſed in him that great perſeue. 
ance, yet I neuer reſted alltoge- 
ther. ſatished , vnrill that as I was 


thinking of it, ir pleaſed God to 


Lopen my cies , andlet me know 
© that rhis his conſtancy did pro- 
3h -h "x 

© cecd fr6 the c6tinuall loue of God, 


F and his neighbour for God his 


fake: therupon 1 ſaid once ynto 
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kim : cannot you take any reſt in 
the ſpitituall courſe? he anſwe. 3 
red me with a peaceable and chee. 7 
refu!ll countenance : I neither doe 
nor can take any reſt, as long x; 
my brethren are amongſt ſo many 
dangers and troubles : for it is nor 
fitting that I should retire my (elf 
whereT may be ſafe, leauing then 
on the bulls hornes; I will nor doc 
ſuch an vaworthy thing , if 
know of one only that is indan- 
ger, I will not take any reſt all 
my life time, That which I more 
admire at, 1s that he neuer looked 
ypon thoſe contentments , which 
God is wont liberally , ro beſtow 
inthe ſpirituall lifes, in conftdera- 
tion of the progreſle which men 
had made, nor that he neuer re- 
created himſelf with the memory 
of his dangers 3d troubles paſt,nor 
wihrt the vertues which by Gods 
help he kad purchaſed;for vertues 
after they arc gotten cauſe jioyand 
peace. The reaſon why he did not ' 


ioyin this, was becauſe, he alwaics ©: 
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fxed his cics,not ypon that which 
Ke had bur that which he wan- 
"ted , ncither would he ſtay by the 
*waycs to reſt himſelf , for God 
would hauc him allwaics make 
ore progrelles, and afcend very 
aggy hills, for he told me once 
at in thoſe three firſt yeares in 
hich he exereiſed himſclf in the 
Fclignation aboue mentioned , 

"God: had made him climbe yp 
great hills. 

& He endured another painefull 
Zand troubleſome mortification in 
two, as I may call them, Purga- 
Forics whichGod gaue him in this 
life. The one was of louc, the 

wwhich as I perccined , he had, 

"When he did live at Guaſteca, 

» The paine that it bringeth with 
it , thoſe that haue made rriall 

Know te be moſt grievous , and 
thoſe that haue not come ſo far, 
21:ll not belecue it, For by the lighr 
Ewhich God -infuſeth into the 
Ztlvgher part of the ſoule, the heart 
= is {0 wounded with louc, as the 


Ll] 
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(weetnes is ynſpeakable , and thy 
oriefe ſuch , as cannor be expreſ. 
{:d, the ſoule fainteth, becauſe 5h: Þ 
cannot obtaine that which abou: F 
all other she deſireth; There gro-Þ 
weth in ker an ardent, bur pro-F 
firable impatience , dureing which Þ 
ir hath no quietnes, reſt, nor caſe, } 
In this eſtate God doth ſometimes | 
inſpire admirable wordes, particu. | 
lar mcanes and documents of tru: [7 
wiſedome the ſoule indureth an |} 
incredible paine, borh in paſſing |* 
throught the rourments whic | 
che doth ſuffer , and the ioyes and 
inſpirations which God impart- |? 
eth ynto her : and foI did per- |: 
ccigc in this holy man a moſt cr- 
ceeding mortification , for he did 
endure this purgatory of loue 
with ſach filence as if he had (uf- 
. fered a ſpiriruall wearines. 

The ſecond Pargatory is defire: 
here with the (oule is rormentcd, 
when $he (ceth that she cannotin 
this life attaine to her chiefeſt 


good, wherof she hath know- 
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he edge ; this brought vnto Greg0- 
(. much griefe and trouble, tor as 
Ne ce with his quick yaderſtanding, 


ue | Mively faick , and purity of ſpirir 


meditated and contemplated the 
Fercatncs of God, he became en- 


þ REdued with fo great and amatous 


a knowledge of that ſamegreat- 
cs, nay. had a molt ardent 
deſire to goc and poſleflce it ; and 
Ss he did percciue that in this life, 
Wn ranning afrer the odour of 
Sthoſe diuine ojintments , he could 
ncucr obtaine the good he fo 
much deſired, he reſted wounded 
and grieucd, like the Hart that 
hirſteth for the ſprings of riinin 
ZXvarer to quench his thirſt , oy 
Zcannor cometo them ; but of this, 
Pdecauſe #r belongethto few , we 
haue (aid caough, 7 
© Bur that wherin Gregory mor- 
ified himfelf all the time of his 
Mite, and wherin he ſufF7red moſt, 
Was as he told me, in following 
allwaies, as he did, the grace of 
God; for it is certaine that one 


| 
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cannot follow grace, vnlelle þ," rf 
fly from nature ; what paine they | PE 
and mortification wonld it be of & 
a {cruant of God to goe on all. F if 
waics flying from, and denim Þ 
himſelf? for many times gracere. 
quireth of ys that which is con- 
trary to natures deſire, and tht. AP 
force it is neceſlary that one dy: 3 
that the other may live. Therfore, 2 
that grace might live, Gregory 
endcauoured to be d-ad to Al "Ws! 
creatures; becauſe it is the proper. | 
ty of nature to liue to them , ani | 
becauſe $he defireth eſteeme ani 1 
honour for her good workes ani | 
not'te be deſpiſed of any, thetfor: | 3 
he ſought to hide his good decdes |'Y 
and vertnes , and to be deſpiſcd by | FF; 
the wotld, as our Sauoupwas,an! [8 
following grace, ſtudied how vo | 
lay aſide all care of temporall at- of 
faires , and bent himſelf only to ' 2 
ſeeke out and (crus God , {inet 37 
nature inclineth ro the contrary; F 
and becauſe she is puffed vp witn 
proſperity and deicted with 40- 

*Y 


c 


1 


not + 
**\ U 0 


r 

0 
{hl 
? 


of Gregorie Lopes. 239 
erlity, Gregory by grace was dif- 
pſcd to recejuc with modcration 

mind,and conſtancy, what ſuc- 
fles ſocuer , without ſeekeing 
e interiour content of thoſe or 
ther vertues for himſelf, but only 
ioycing for the glory that ther- 
y redoundeth ynto God. Nature 
Fs it were forgetring this, dothin 
[ chinges ſecke her owne conter, 
nd delireth all the good for her- 
F&1f, all her language 1s, I, and, fot 
mc he hateth her eucmy , reioy- 
"RF&eth ar another mans harme and 
VEcpinerh at his good. Whoſoeucr 
Shall hauc read this booke,or con- 
=Werſcd with this Saint, will cafily - 
Know what vie he made of grace 
= wishing well to thoſe, who 
Qither through malice or igno- 
Fance were his aduerſarics , grie- 
Wng art their misfortunes and des 
ing all good to them for God 
is ſake,{o as ouercoming himſelf 
nore and more eucry - , and 
rowing 1n petfeion,, he did fo 
unger and thuſt after God, as 
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that nothing could ſatisfic h 
He did allwaics endeauout to! 
for the obtaining of thar chic! 
good, rowing with all his ſtr 
againſt the ſtreame of naturall? 
light,and (winning allwaies ab? 
watcr, he cndeauonred to doe 
pleaſure and will of God. Such 
this 1s the true (ſpirit of mor® 
eation: the wbich he exerciſc(® 
a moſt eminent heighr of perk 
tion at Santafe, as 4s cuident tor 
by many tokens, p 
Hauing for many, dates {pz8$ 
percetued that Gregory grew with 
fick in this village , becauſe Ia 
him very weake apud pale ,* 
thought good to viſit him of 
and to be longer at times in 13 
company, to fee if I could gu 7 
him any comforr. 4 
I did aske him what paines 7 
felr,and hewould nottell meth: 
at lengrh after many daies, hewld'? 
me the great paines that he nd? 
red in his teeth and grinders, my 
other diſcaſes whick he had; wy 


IC 
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ed not fatisfied here with , 
g perſwaded thad the holy 
ſuffered other paines greater 

n theſe, therfor | importuned 
y very much to tell me them; 
rwardes he did that which he 
or knowne cucr to haue done 
Dre or ſince ; Which was to 
r ſome what of that which 
inwardly paſſe betwixt God 
him , Gaying theſe yery wor- 
: Thou krowelt well , o Lord , 
I haue no creature within my 
e,nor ſuffer any to be there, for 
ſake alone,and why doſt rhou 
this manner hide thy ſelf fr 

? how canſt thou endure to (ce 
ith fo many infirmitics, and 

7 able to heale me, dolſt not 2 

| willeſt haue me ſceke the 
des that the beaſts feed vpon, 
being able ro heale me with a 
yet wilt not?and though I am 
he (aid not theſe wordes , fo 

h for his owne comfort,as for 
inſtruction and profirt, yer I re- 
ned (o amaylſc to heare him 


Q 
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vtter ſome thing thar paſſed j, 
| wardly, betwixt God and him, 
WARE. that preſently I writ downe the 
"04 wordes Which he had (aid, bir 
7 ' chea2z.ofMatch in the yeare1;y 


THE X11, CHAPTER, - 
Of his mortifying of his ſenſe, | 


Tis no meruatle, if he, that vl; 

luch care and exquiſite mean: 
to mortify his iateriour, was all 
cminct in the morrification of | 
ſenſes : It is cerreaniely though 
that he neacr Went one ltcp; 
teed his cies with the fight of ay | 
of thoſe  thinges that vſe to. 
pl-a'"ing to thar ſenſe;and fo,wh: 
he WE: once, being at Gualtec, 
fee the fountaines , he told me," 
did \it only at my requelt, aud! 
glue | Me COnNtent, © Bring (x 
months in Mcxico , he never vi 2 
out of doore, but ouly ſtraights? 
thencxr. Church, neither couli £7 
be per{waded to goeto any mor 
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"== of Nunnes , allthough by 
e he was carneſtly intreated. 


ie When he came to Sanrafe , he wet 
" Wof Mcxico before day,without 
ene looking vpon the f{treers of 


by 


dutidings. Whilſt he was in this 
age, he Was imporruned ro goe 
law nc and {ce a garden ara! >, 

thc Gmc houſe that he dwelt in, 
Where was good ſtore of water, 

een graſle, and flowers, yer he 
neger did in fix yeares time , onely 
4. ang ycarc he went, downe for a 
0: Ittfewatcr to drinke. He did looke 
ug wi ” mens bodies with an honeſt 


c 


p freedomc ad free honeſty, as if rhey 
a TY {oules without bodies , or 
[0 * - badies without liſe and foule, 

wi 8 ough it be a thing ſo naturall, 
cc! ellperially ro men of a g00d ynder- 
ne,  Ralding,to bedelighted withmu- 
aul'  HeEyct in allthe time that] knew 
17 008g 1 ncucrſaw himpoe ro heare 
r V2, chough ſometimes it hapned 
o 111 be neare the place where he 
zu 22 , and oftentimes he told me, 
m0" ot 1t the mwſick of the great 
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Church of Toledo or all that is in 
the world , were but one pace off 
of him, he would nor goe to heare 
Ir,bue if perchance he were preſen; 
where it was, he did heare itquiet. 
Iy and gor f(pirir out of it. 

All i! ſmells were very offenſy: 
vato him, yet he would neuer yſ: 
any ſweer ſmells; many noſegai:s 
werc offered him , bur he for th: 
moſt part refuſed rhem , ſome i: 
did rake, Icait by doing otherw:!le, 
he should diſcontent him that 
brou#hr them. Somerimes,thoug) 
but ſeldome, he would take a whit: 
lilly or red roſe,becaule, as he ſaid, 
the ſmell of thoſe lowers 1s ycry 
chaſt, 

As ſoone as he went into the c- 
ſert, he made a purpole neuct to 
cate with inrent to pleaſe hisps- 
lare , but only ro ſuſtaine his lift 
the which he obſcrued all his lit; 
in ſo much as that when Iperiwr 
ded him to taſt of aMelon, grap, 
or figo< ( for thoſe fruits are het 
in gicat __— and eſteeme ) 1:22 
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would only ſmell to the Melon ; 
faying:it is cnongh chis yeare to 
hauc ſmele thisMel6;of the grapes 
ke only tooke one, ſaying preſent- 
4 it is cnough for this yeare ; of 
hegs he only cooke half an one 
and ſaid the fame. 
X Allchough he loued fruir very 
Aw cll and defired toliue vpon it, be- 
uſe as he ſaid, it was che proper 
food of man : for in Paradiſe man 
Should only haye lived ypon it 
God had created ſo many forts of 
itonly for mix yſe, yet as we haue 
allready (aid, he told me that fruir 
© *Rener did him harme ,and I won- 
dring therat, he gaue the reaſon, 
| for,(aid he,J did allwaies cate of it 
a "moderately. 
That which he did cate of with a 
ood appetite, was bread the ſuſte- 
wan ce of the poore, bur it ſeemeth, 
mg obtained of God to find, even 
ithat,fach mortification and dif- 


" alty, as that ſome yeares before 
o death , he. could not eate one 
+ | 


" Wrccll of bread ynles irc were 


Qii 


246 T be lsfe 
fiſt ſteepedin broth without (alt, 
far,or {pices init, and that was his 
diet atthis time, making Way for 
the bread with ſome light meate 
Sometimes he chanced to keep hiz 
bread in his mouth a good whil, * 
and I bidding him remember t 
ſwallow it , he (aid : I cannot,an| 
that one of rhe painfulleſt things 
to him was to cate; neuertheleshe 
made much account of his \ of, © 
knowing of what profit they ut: 
to aſpitituall man,if ke keep them 7 
well mortified. | 
After a burning feauer which ht 
had, there remained a lingerin 
apue,, which held him allmoſti*, 
yeare, and in this neceſſity I oftn 7 
1mportuned him to vic ſome ghee 
res, but I could neuer perſwat 
him to tt. 

I nei: her can nor ought topiſt > 
ouer in ſilence, a very ſubrile mot 3 
tificati5 which I perceiued int 
gory:forthe ynderſtanding wht? 
of it is to be noted, thar one of tit? 
thinges Wherwith nature is mo 
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t IMmortified, is, thar the ſpirit doth 
Mor cherish her nor giue her any 
rt of that which paſleth in 1ts 
f, debarring her of the part shc 
Wwasto hauc in the (pirituall worke. 
his premiſed: I haue obſcrued for 
Many ycares ( which we have ſper 
oth together, luing in the ſame 
ouſe, cating atthe (ame table,and 
cep'!ng 1n the ſame chamber) char 
did neuerweep,nor figh,nor lif- 
ed yp his handes, nor shrunke vp 
His foulders , nor ſpoke any word 
"aloud with God norto himſelf, by 
| þ, Which one might cometo know 
As inwatd affedtions , a thing 
0, -, Which in a manof ſo great affec- 
b gion and ſpirit would amayſe any 
wh -onc that knew what belonged to 
prayer and contemplation.I admij- 
4 bg much here at ſaid one day yn- 
& him : you being thus allwaies 
ited ynto God, and in the pre- 
nce of ſuch a Lord, doe neither 
gh,nor ſpeake, bur are alltoge- 
her rapt in extaſy with the divine 
oodnes 3 Wherunto he anſwered : 


Q ui 
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Thartis not the reaſon, Father Lo- 
fa, for truly I doe figh and grone 
allawoſt a thousad times in theday, 
and am allmoſt allwaics talking 
with God though only mentally:1 
haue 19 manner now thirty 
yeares,and'1 endeauour not to giue 
 warure anyof theſe Foliage (which 
is to her no ſmallmortification }) 
becauſe I hauc found her falſc and 
treatcherous, 

I became not ſo perfect in this 
leſlon.; but thar ſometimes going 
iato the garden to prayer we con- 
templacion , I should forget my 
{-1f, knocking ſomerimes-my breſt 
or fighing , and Gregory hearing 
me would ia a pleaſant maner ſay 
ynto me:Father Loſa, giue Nature 
now and then a bir, leaſt she dy for 


hunger : but he did nor giue (uch | 


counſailes ro other men, bur rather 
aduiſcd them ro help rhemſclues 
with thoſe onward fignes , for 
withour them they 4] not any 
thing. I am verily perſwaded, that 
he that shall read with a favou- 


| 


| 
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rable cic the pennance and mor- 
eifications whicharc here rclated, 
will reſt fully fatisfied that this 
heroicall man went nor into rhe 
wildernes to ſleep and be idle, but 
* trodocand ſuffer. I am allfo cer- 
taine,, that if he would hauc gold 
other greater mortificatios which 
he eadurcd, a courſe of ſuch difi- 
culty and yertue would haue 'cau- 
ſed in vs great admiratio, it would 
haue allſo bin much berrer,if thoſe 
thinges had bin better expounded, 
that they might be better knowne, 
* forTl confecſle that I haue Icft out 
many thinges, becauſe I could nor 
explicate them and make them 
vnderſtood , yet by thoſe that we 
© haue fer downe, one may percciue 
© that his life was all mortification, 
'B pcnance and croſles, 
Now ir remainerth for ys to ſee 
the profits, that Gregory reaped by 
this vertue. Firſt ſuch ſtregrth thar, 
S as he was wont :0 tell me;he now 
ouercame With Gods grace all 


temptations with a blaſt ; Second- 
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ly ſuch a dexterity ia fighting, as | 
chat his cnaimics as puillant as they 
were, could neuer make him give 
back one ſtep, but that he wenr 
allwaics getting ground, and pur- 
ting ſuch a firme confidence in 
God, as thar if he had a whole BY ; 
ſquadron of temptations againſt ÞY . 
him , he should ouercome and put FY 
them all co flight ; and fo}, _ b 
ueuer ſo many bid him bartell, he Þ 
neuer left of the exerciſe rhat God BY þ 
had given him z but cuen in the p! 
middeſt of them walked on in the 

lonz of God and his neighbour. 
T birdly ſach a peace and domi-}|F , 
nion of himſelf in his manner of? Me 
combate, as that neuer any could? 


perceiue, whether he was inwatrd- p , 
ly in combare, or at 358 Mw 

He was allwaics the ſame with-J «, 
out any change , and in him was g/l 
ycrified that ſentence:the wiſe mil 
1s ſtable like the ſun , but the foole | 


hath his changes like the moone ;| | 
and he was y(cd ſometimes to re-\ 


peate it, Fourthly by this his mor-\? 
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tihcation , he obtained of God , as 
one allready well exerciſed, to be 
made the elder brother, being now 
able ro haue a care of his brethren 
and neighbours, to fight for them: 
and that his combates , which he 
= fought for his neighbours ſake, 
$ should be accepred of as if they 
i F9 had foughr themſelues, as I percei- 
h BY uedit often hapned,as shall be (aid 
FT in the 19. Chaprer of the effes of 
his prayers. All this his ſtrength 
FF proceeded from the lively faith 
ie FF which he had in God, wherby he 
.1Y ynderſtood clearely and diſtinly, 
1-17 the grearncs of the divine goodnes 
of # and mercy, which ſufferrerh nor 
1aÞ any to be tEpred aboue his ſtregrh, 
d-\'F therfore he fought his combates 
2 with delight, ſaying with fpirituall 
SZ contentment , that this was neuer 
wanting vnto him ; and he was 
112 wont to ſay that whoſocuer had 
JF reccined that delight from God 
Rwas allready , as is ſaid out of his 
3 radkng clours, 
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THE XIV. CHAPTER. 


Of Gregory his prayer , when it be- 
gan , and with what exerciſes. 


I have many reaſons to thinke 
that he began to yſc prayer as 
ſoone as he had the vſc of reaſon; 


this I could gather, by ſome dif. '6 


courſes that- paſſed © betwixt . vs Þ 
couching this matter , and by Þ 
other conicfures which ſceme | 
almoſt certaine-, as was his cu- 
ſome of ſaying vnto me, that 
God had called him very (oone, | 


that he had never bin a child, that |! 
he had neyer retired back one IF 


ſtep; wherby , becauſe of his mo- || 


deration in ſpeaking of himſelfe, F 


and his nicenes in lerting others | 
know his good deedes, it may ca- | 

fily be ood as a thing our | 

of doubr , that he allwaies yſcd 7 
prayer. He told me that when he ® 
was a little page in the court, he Þ 
vcd mcatall prayer, and went 
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ypon errands with as much quict- 
nes of mind, as he haJ fix yeares 
before his dearth ; and rhat he did/ 
not looſe this quietnes , though 
there paſſed by Dukes and Earles, 
and other thinges hapned that 
r{cco be in the court, and that he 
perſcuered in his prayer amongſt 
thoſe noiſcs as well , as if he had 
bin alone in a mountalue, though 
afterwardes he went on , allwates 
by exercife perfecting both his 
prayer and quictnes, If therfore 
at twelue yeares of age he had 
attained to ſuch peace and quict=- 

Fnes in prayer, it isto be thought 
FM har he began to pray , ſome yea- 
Fes before he came tro this degree 
*Kad pcrfeftion ; and if thes yeares 
"From the time that he had the vic 
@Þf reaſon, vatill he wear into the 
ildernes were but few, we may 
rell thinke that he ſpent them in 
e excrciſc of prayer, eſpecially 
it be erue, as we vnderſtand it is, 
atibefore he came to the court 
be a page, he was in Nauarre: 
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ſix yeares with an hermit, as 1s 
ſaid in the beginning of this 
bo oke. 

The ſame might bc gathered 
by the courage which God 
gaue him whileſt he was in the 
court , for allthough he was 
two or three ycares 1n that place, 
in which are ſo many hindrances 
for thoſe that walke in the paths 
of God , he had ſtrength enough 
to paſle through them all without 
aitering his good purpoſe , bur 
ſuch yalour and courage 1s ſel- | 
dome got without long excrciſc 
in conuerſation with God. Beſides 
he was but twenty yeares old | 
when he came ro new fpaine,and 
yet he came ſo well profited in| 
mentall prayer, that ke not only | 
endeauoured to vie it much at a 
time but did allwaics continue in Þ 
it, whether he were trauailing , | 
writing ortalking; and he told me 
that for his better artaining ynto Þ 
it, as ſoone as he came to Mexico, ® 


he faſted a wholc lent with bread 
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and watcr in the houſe of Luys 
Zapata ,with intention to beg of 
God his fauour and aſſiſtance, and 
* wo employ him in ſome place, 
$ where ke might beſt ſerue him, 
Z and giue himſelf vp wholly to his 
$ diainc Maicſty. Ir is cleare that 
ſuch progreſle in vertue 1s not or- 
- [4 dinarily gor ſo ſodainly , but with 
« [Rong practiſe of prayer. More ouer 
, [4 Gregory was nor ſtirred vp to 
ic {afuch workes by remorſe of con- 
'r Faſcience , or feare of hell , for God 
Rallwaics guided him by way of 
ouc: and what greater {igne can 
Kthere be of hs long and fctled 
Fcr:uc, and firme louc, then to 
Home to the Indics , and goc 
Fhrcough the places of greateſt ri- 
T hes which were Mexico and Za- 

atecas, the country being in the 
Frcareſt proſperity for 1% A and 
onour that cucr it was, and he 


$44 j } , a « N 

Te uing an him ſuch parrs,as 1s ſaid, 
nto0 , hnerby he might haue come to 
CO, 6 10y the gloty oO; this world:nor. 


cad ithitanding all this , in the 


4 
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flower of his youth , renouncing 
all theſe vanines , to cloath him- | 
ſelf in fackcloath , and retire into F 
a wildernes, tharGod might there | 
giue ſpirituall increaſes in his ſoule |? 
as he had done till thatrime, as | 
he told me ? the which there is no |? 
doubt bur they were very great, Þ 
eſpecially in prayer: and ſince thar Þ 
the diuine Maictty , the yery firſt Þ 
day that he led him 1nto the ſeſere 
laid vpon his shoulders one of thef? 
heauicſt burthens and hardeſtil 
exerciſes, that ate in the ſpiritiall}? 
life, as shall be ſaid in the Chaprer® 
following,the weighr of this wit-|? 
neſleth this young mans vcrtue| 
(ſince that God laieth on burthens|! 
proportionable to ones ſtrength )} 
the which being ordinarily won:|! 
to be gotten by ſucceſle of time! 
and holy exerciſes, we may caſily 
ynderſtand that he had (per choir... 
ewelue yeares wherin he had cn; 
10ycd the yſe of reaſon in obtain-Y,;. 
ing vertue by meancs of prayer an; 
coaucr{ation with God,thar after-We, 
wardci 
F 
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4 wardes all might fucceed well 
" [with him, according to that bleſ- 
y ſing of the koly Ghoſt, which was 
© FS oftc in his mouth: It will goe well 
© IY with that man that $hall cary the 
wt yoake of God from his yourh. 

vi 


He did not tell me 1n particular, 
3 the cxcrciſcs of prayer which he 
$ vſcd in his firſt yeares , for,'as we 
ſaid, ke neuer told thinges concer- 
ning himfclf vales there were pro- 
bable occahhon of prefiting his 
"IF neighbour 3 bur as for my (elf , I 
1 haue allwaics belecued rhat the 
2 ground and beginning of this his 
I courſe wasour Sauiour Chriſt , for 
I he ourghr to be the entrance of 
ens} thoſe Ba begin well and we have 
th} heard from him ſuch good medi- 
'\Ftations ypona our holy faith, and 
*Ivpor the life, and death of our Re- 
Wdccmer eſpecially of his infancy 


Bind childhood , with ſuch deuo- 


cn-Fion and ſpirit as shewed plainly 
at is long vſc and practiſe in that 
 an09Find of anedicacion * in his firſt 


frer-! 


AFcarc at Guaſtcca he ghewed me 
TOl. 
[7 


R 
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adcaitable ones of the ſame mar- 
ter, and eſpecially of the (cred 
Virgin Mary, and he counfailed 
thoſe thar defired ro profit in the 
ſpiricuall way to ſay their beade; 
ouer with deuortion,ro her honour, 
,as being the refuge and (afegard 
of linners, and ro perſcuer in that 
holy exerciſe, and eſtceme it as 
their honour , ro be denour Diſcit- 


ples to that great Miſtreſle of 
ſanity. 


THE XV. CHAPTER. 


What were the prayers and exerciſe; 
which God inſpired him to wſe, 
and the profit which he 
reaped therby. 


Regory went out into. the |} 

held , as he was vſcd to call}: 
it, of the wildernes , being one or i 
two months vnder one and twen- I 
ry yeares of age, as far as I could 
oather. As concerning his man- 
acer of praying, Ican tell ores | 


'$:. 
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thing Certainely , for he could nor 
F conccale all from me, for the 
| FR fpace of eighteen yeares which I 
: 7 I fpent in his company. 
3 2 The firſt praycr which he vſcd 
, [73 there, were thoſe famous wordes, 
d | O Lord, bchold I goe forth only 
it 73 to (crue thee not for any intereſt of 
15 | mine in the manner as is aboue 
i- 7 ſaid and declared; for he would 
of [7 not ſpendwordes, but offered hime 
© {elf wholly ro the Eccrnall Father 
© in thoſe few , makeing himſelf his 
2 flaue, fo as that all his labours and - 
$2aincs should befor his Lord ,and 
Schis he meant by (not forany in- 
Srercit of mine) for he defired in all 
is workes, to ſceke only rhe glo- 
Ty of God. The Allmighty accep= 
cd his offering made with ſuch a 
Ivilling mind,and the dinine wiſe. 
Home vandertooke the _ to 


: or be Gregory his Maſter , reaching 
en- | Sim that which was conuenienr. 
puld fiat wvoluntas tua ſieut in celo the 
an- iP terra Amen Teſus ; teaching him | 
ca "Wc lame prayer chathe had tavghs 
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his Apoſtles andin this prayer he 
gauc him for his exerciſe, one of 
the moſt excellenr* workes , and 
hardeit to be done, becauſe ic c5- 
prehendeth all the doctrine of the 
covformity of our will with that 
of God, which fpirituall men call 
relignation , aud that not in any 
degree whatſocuer, butin the per- 
fection which thoſe wordes re- 
quire , namely thar there be ſuck Þ 
conformity vpon carth with the | 
will of God, as is talked of and F 
practiſed fa heauen. 
It is much to be noted, that th: | 
divine goodnes would haue Gre- | 
gory prattife him(clf ſo long in v; 
this exerciſe, as our Sautour Chrilt | 
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was in preaching his ghoſpell, ro .. 
give vs therby to ynderſtand, that}: NY 
all che perfeQion of his holy doc-IY 1; 

dic 


cutionof thoſe wordes. 
The carefull and ſtudious ſchol- 


en 


ine confiſterh in the perfect exc-! 


. 


ler embraced this diuine praye'Þ ke 
and leſſon with ſuch good will, 
aud rcfolution,as that for z. yearcs Sh: 


% 


7 


Gregovie Lopes. 261 
rogether , a wonderfull thing : 
without ceaſing or euer omitting, 
h: ſaxd it mentally as often as he 
did draw breath when he was 
awake, and conſidering the lirtle 
| rime thar he ſleper "dn\ the grear 
2 vigilance which he allwaics vſcd , 
8 it 15 allmoſt impoſſible to rel} how 
3 ofrcen he ſaid thoſe wordes : Fiat 
3 voluntas tus'ſ; cut in calo (+ in ter- 
7 14 Amen Teſus; and he told me that 
2 aftcr a yeares ſpace he did no wore 
8 trouble himſelf to call them tro 


4 mind thereby to make his aQs 


more intenſe, amorous and fer. 
vent. I heard him allſo tell once 
ypon a cettaine occaſion of ſpirn- 
tuall diſcoutſe, that if he did nor 
make thoſe aGs with great dcuc- 
Scion ( allrhough at other times he 


did ) the diuell at the very inſtant 


*Rdid aflajle him with a raultitude of 


emptatious, ſo thar, as he told me, 
n thoſe times , by reaſon of 
VWhe many temptations that came 


” Wa hm, he could not poſſible 
B=kc any booke in hand , and thar 
R 1j 
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thoſe only wordes ſerned him in- 
ſtecd of bookes and ſtudy , and 


With them , as with armour of 
proofe , he defended himſelf from 
all his cnemies and oucrcame 
tacm ; and becauſe he had found 
by experience the great force and 
vertue of thoſe wordes, he coun. | 
failed many perſons to repeatc f 
them often with deuorion. 

Daring thoſe breathings , his | 
operations were ſo yehement as 
that he was allmoſt allwaics clc- 
vated and thought of nothing of 
this world, and ſuch was the in-| 
renluencs, wherwith he employ- jj 
cd his memory,vnderitanding, and 
will in this divine exerciſe , that i x, 
allchough, while he was 1n it, hc " 
was allailed with many gricuous Bi 
e:mprations , yet as ſoone as they iz, 
were paſt , he did not remembet ie 
them. From this exerciſc:of reli. 
gnation , as from a ſolid rootc id, 
grew. Out all his wiledome an17} 
ſpirit, | a, 

When he had exerciſed hun !! Wa 
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for the ſpace of three yeares in this 
ſpirit of reſignation , it pleaſed 
his heauenly Maſter ro aduance 
him to another degree of perfec- 
tion , inſtructing him inwardly 

 thar-the height of perfection 1n 
J this life was in the praQtiſe of 
2 theſe wordes : Thou $halt loue 
2 God withall thy heart, and with 
all thy ſoule , and With. all thy 
{ mind , and with all thy ſtrengrh, 
and thy neighbour as thy (elf; and 
that he was allwaies to prattiſe 
' this, vſing all his forces 1n it, 
[3 louing God and his neighbour 
+ 13 with one a&t of Jouve, imitaring 
herein God himſelf; therfore af. 
7 terwardes he did not repeate ſo 
7 often as before, that a& of rcſft. 
| gnation , wherin he ſaid Fiat vo- 
3 luntas tus ficut in clo (+ in ter- 
e. Amen Ieſus ; becauſe this ofren 
making of ats would rather hin- 
Fder then further the continuall 
& of loue wherin his ſouls now 
was , as he himfclf ſail. For the 
Fame reaſon he left of other medi 

| R iu) 
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rations and exerciſes which he 
vſcd before , becauſe they should 
not divert him from his corinuall 
at of loue. Gregory endeauou- 
red to follow this exerciſe with 
the Came fottitude as he had prac- 
tiſed that of reſignation, yea and Þ 
with greater,for row his ſtrength | 
was increaſed; So in few yeares F 
hebecamefo expert a louer, as that 
he told me-that it ſeemed vanro 
him a very hard thing to leanc off 
that diuinc exerciſe of loue eucn 
for a short time , and that ther- 
fore without breaking ir oft hc ['F | 
did catc and talke , and performe | | 
all other operations both of body |_| 
and mind. = | 
Together with this heauenly em-|: 
ployment, he began to reade the}? 
bible , and moſt of all at this time, 3: 
for it hapned ſometimes , thar heÞ 
ſpentrthreeor fourc howers in the 
day in reading of it, and by this} 
great loue rowardes God he at- 
tained to the vnderſtanding of theÞ 


Scripture. Hcreby he got thai | 
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great poiſe and meafure in his 
wordes, the greate prudence and 
wiſcdome he shewed in his an- 
{(wers and counſails, andthe equa- 
lity in louing his neighbour and 
himſelf wherin he did much ex- 
cell, for in all hjis good workes, 
he eſteemed himſclfas one of the 
reſt of the world , and defired as 
much to obtaine mercy for them 
as fer himſelf, From: hence allo 
proceeded his purity of mind in 
prayer freedome and Dominion 
againſt his enemies, and the ſc- 
uere mortification of his ſenſes. 
Now in praying he did not yfc 
ſuch violence and force as he did 
before, but a more rehned and de- 
delicate act , lefle fenfible , bur 
more prefect, Inthis manner he 
went on cuery day increaſing in 
perfection and that after ſuch a 
manner as that many fpirituall 
men were decciued , ſcing him 


-X fo conuerſant in other arts and 


{cieces,it ſeeming vnto them, that 


this would diucrt him from pray- 
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ing ; bar he was ſo far from that 
as thar in his laſt yeares he atrai. 
ned to ſuch high degree , thar as 
he hath often rold me his jnte- 
110ur man did worke without im- 
parting any thing to the exte. 


riour , and that he did nor reduce 


the conference that he had with 
God into mentall wordes bur tro 
another Ianguage which should 
ſceme to haue excellent eftets.To 
conclude, by meancs of rhis excr- 
Ciſe he attained ynto that -excellet 
ynion with God, which he all- 
waics endeauoured to practiſe, and 
his heroicall vertues, and ro ſay all 
tn a word ; together with this, 


there came to him all chat is 


good, 
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THE XVI. CHAPTER, 


7 The ſpirit of Gregory is made more 
# quanifeſt by the anſwers whish 


he gaue to certaine 


queſtions 


; I hane thought conuenicnt here 
7 4 to ſet downe ſome anſwers 
7 which Gregory Lopes gaue vpon 
2 ccrraine occaſions to the end that | 
by them his ſpirit might ſome- 
7 what more appeare, which ſince 
that' it was (© intcriour, may be 
& the berter knowne our of theſe. 

* A cecrraine religious man both 


A 


« I fpirituall and learned ( one whom 


$ Gregory well eſteemed and con- 
7 ucrſed with more then with any 
X other) asked him, if he had any 
XX particular times and howres of 
the day , or night. appointed to 
make his a& of loue more inrelſe, 
it peraduenture it grew lack ot 
cold .whileſt he was at table, or 
othciwile emploicd in offices of 
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Charity towardes his neighbour, 
or for the comfore of thoſe that 
conferred with him ? he anſye- 
red that he had no ſer times, nei- 
ther that hs had necd of any , be- 
cauſe there was not any created 
thing that did hinder him , or 
make him grow remiſle, that his 
1nward operation was allwaics in 
the ſame eſtate , that it was all- 
moſtbecome naturall,that he had 
neuer gone back in the perfeCtion Þ 
of the vnion which God had gi- | 
uen him, but that he allwaies went | 
foswardes , and that by meancs 


of this vnion he had got whatſoe- | 
uer he knew, becauſe God had all- Þ 
waics bin his Maſter, not bookes, Þ 


PF rw = s == Kt ww a T. 


though , it was a great comfort to | 
him, to (ce thoſe thinges wrirten 
by Taulcr and Rusbroque which 
God had imparted to him , and he} 
neucr ceaſed to praiſe and extoll| 
the fpirite of the holy Mother 
Terreſa de Ieſus. ! 
Ar another time being asked by | 


che ſame religious man : fir if you } 


IS 
'Þ 
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were a Prieſt what would you 
doc ? he made anſwer: as I doe 
now 3 he replied : how would you 
haue prepared, you (elf ro ſay Maſ+ 
ſc2he(aid,as Iprepare myſelf now; 
he asked him further : and how 
would you haue made your Me» 
mentos , he anſwered him ; afrer 
the ſame maner as I doc allwaies; 


| and he added morcouer ſaying : if 
I were ccrtaine to dy Within theſe 
3 few howcrs , I should nor doc any 


thing more then I doe, for Iam 


ll. now actually giuing ynto God all 


i _ _ rm —_ RR th. a. 
w 4 - - 


that I hauc,aud I canuor giue him * 


A more, ynles he our of his mercy 


S1Ue 1t Me. 
But becauſe it often falleth our, 
that as the ſoult is louing God, 
ith all her ſtrength in grear 
quictnes, our Lord codainly raiſcth 
acr 'vp for a Short time to the 
height of vanion , drawing as it 
ere the curtaine Which is be- 
cene God and her , God him- 
elf dilating her, and making her 
apable of ſuch chinges as she can 
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aeither expreſle nor conceiue, and | 
when $she defireth to thinke and 
to vpo that whichGod wroug ht 
in her, She findeth that thoſe fa- 
yours are now paſt , the aftetions Þ 
of them only remaining behind; Þ 
the {aid religious man asked him Þ 
againc , whether hauing received Þ 
ſuch favours, he remembred then F 
aſtcrwardes,and whether his ſoul: | 
did allwaies remaine in thatÞ% 
height, ro which God is wont to 
rail others for a little time, as 1: 
aid ? he anſwered him ; that as it 
1s/nOt in mans power to obraine| 
ſuch fingular fauours of God, ſo} 
neither is it in his power to re- 


© 


member or continue them for a} 


£ 
py 
% 


long time; and that he doubted 
whcther there cuer had bin any | 


pure creature,cxceptthe B. Virgin, | 
that did allwatcs perſecucr in fick 

an excellent yvnion which God is | 

wont togiue ; though in the ordi-| 
nary kind of vnion (. ſuch as God Þ} 
had giuen vnto him ) one might [ 
allwaics continuc and profit, | 
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And proſecuting this matter he 
ſaid further, that ynions , reucla- 
tions, Extaſies, and rapts were not 


the rop of perfeCtion!, nor that it 
$did not conſiſt in them, though 


; [God 1s often wont re giue them, 


oo 475 2 RI WY 
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Þ:ccauſe he worketh with cuery 
Youle accorling to her capacity, 


eceſſity,ad diſpohtri6,theytbar are 


Fcrfct and well exerciſed in the 
| (Ct of love, doe nor require that 
Fhc ſenſes should be ſuſpended 
From their operation , to the end 
VF hat they may be more vnited ya- 
Ro God becauſe the (cnſes arc nd 


indrance to them in their enioy- 


ng God, for he had neuer had an 


xtaſy,reuelation, or rapt that dg... 
rined him of his fenſes , the 
hich had geuer hindred him. 

Ar another time the ſame man” 

alked with him of ſome ſoulcs. 
r hich artained to great peacc.and 


Dward quietnes rogether with a 


aſliue vnion, and , as itwere,cn- 
dying loue, which God gaue vnto 
aem; Gregory anſwered him thac 
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ſuch as thoſe were good fouls; 
and were ina good way , but tha 


; O 
perfetion and merit is not nM 


much in thoſe workes of enioy-[3 
ing as in thatthke ſoulc of her par(Þ 
endeauoureth with all her might 
ro loue God with the perfectch 
manner and act that she can ; fot 
this is rather todoe rhen to cnioy, 
and the other is rather enioying, 
then working , becauſe the foul: 
that loueth God perfeAly , cannot 1 
tuc him more then $she doth giue 
irs heiekes doth God require any|. | 
thing elſe of her , for hereof dc 
wha 2" all our law aud Pro-? 
phets. þ 
I was once talking with him? 
how gratious in the Ls of Gol 
certaine perſons were Who dot! 
allwaics employ themſclues inþ 
praying for the whole Church 
with a great zeale of Gods ho-|# 
nour and defire of the ſaluation oi 
ſoulcs ; he '{aid that - this was 417 
reat perfection bar ſuch as few! 
Lad attained yato,and that he hal? 
 ynderſto0d 


ld. Las. rind — 
” os 3” 
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ynderſtood that Mother Ifabellde 
la Natiuidad,a nunne of the Mo- 
naſtery of the Conception in Me- 
xico, now deceaſed, had obtained 
ir, who as I thinke for certaine 
knew by reuclation from God, 
that Gregory Lopes allso was 
wholly giuen to this exerciſe ; fot 
in a letter Which she writ, she 
ſaid theſe wordes:I am corinually 
in the office which God hath pur 
me in of praying for the whole 
Church, as my brother allſo doth; 
Sheſaid this by Gregory , and she 
was one free from all falshoad 
and cuen from ſuſpicion, Thinges 
have bin ſaid in this Chaprcr, 
which in the opinion of thoſe 
that treat of prayer and ſpirit , ate 
for confirmation and teſtimony 0: 
great ſanRity, more then miracles; 

ecaule they ate more infallible 
ines. of it thea mizacles, 
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THE XVIL CHAPTER, 


VL 
LO 


Of ſome other manneys of Prager | 


which be vſcd. 


N O lefle wonderfull height of. | 


perfection and ſanity 1; 
rock, by other kindes oforapce 


wherin this admirable man® 
( though |his continuall emploi- # 
nent was| to exerciſe that act of 4 
lone rowardesGod and his ncigh-? 


bour , and in this worke he ytc4 3 
all his ſtrengrh ) employ el h 11m 


ſelf , withour diverting his mind 


but rather allwaics tncreafi ing 
the vnion we ſpoke of. 


Whea any inward combates| | 
reſcated rhemſelues, he was very | 
willing to fight them, for the loue | 


ofGod;and after he "had ouer-| 


COMme, he offerred him in ſacrifice} 


the victory and all the ſpoiles ot! 


of that war, and therfore by rea-Þ 
fon that he was wont often 19 
curercom?, and through the great 
io 
F 


FF 


u » 
by 
14 
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"WMeonfidence which hehad in God, 
»  FWhe rcioviced when he ſaw whote 


Wrroupes of temprati6scome againſt 


ay MFhim , as huntſmen doe when they 
Wee their pray that they may ſee 
it on thett Maſters table, and he 

it of WMdid not only offer yp in ſacrifice 
y 15 Fvnto God, the victories and the 
Jr, Fſpoilesof his combares,but alſo the 
man Fei'rs and ſtrengea wherwith God 


lo!- Fdil enrich and adorne him , mak - 
+ of Ming an offering of them vnto his 


1oh- God and giuer with a very hum- 
viel bleprayer and, acknowledgment, 
11m- Fwhcrin he confeſſed him ro be 
nind Mrhe chiefe good and fource of all 
ſing WFgood , and therfore moft worthy, 
Fo whom all thinges which we 
Dates Whaue recceiued should be offered, 
very [fo that Gregory as ſoone as here- 
 loue Meeiued any fauour or gift, preſently 
Duct: vith a more cleare knowledge 
rifice Wnd feruent charity direted it to 
es of Wis Lord, without ſtaying on it 
rca- Wiraſelf , becauſe he defired all 
-n 10 Wrhatſocuer he receined, shou!ld be 
great Wis. Such was: his — and loye 
17 ij 


: 
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cowardes God ; and 1n theſe times 
he Was vſcd to repeate that ſen- 
rence of the wiſe man : you shall ® 
find many mercifull bur a faith. | 
full man who will find 2 

He was aliſo wont to offer yp 
vato the Etcrnall Father the lite, Z 
Paſſion and death of Icſus Chriſt, ? 
his ſon and our Redeemer, This 
oft-riag , ſometimes he made for 3 
the whole world , othertimes for 3 
particular perſons, or intentions, 
according as he vnderſtood that 3 
it was the will of God ; he made 
ſuch account of this Sacrifice or 
ſpirituall Maſle , that one day ral. 
king with me abour it, he told me 
thar God had thouſands of prielts 
11 the world , who made this of- 
fcring ſpiritually many times 1a 
theday and that he did frequent | 
ewo kinds of fpitituall commu- |? 
nions both coulſilting in ardent |! 
deſires , the one of recciuing Sa- 
cramentally our Sauiour Chriſt, 1? 
the other , of . receiving Withiu 


himfſclf the Father , the (on and 
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mes Þ and holy Ghoſt, making himſelf a 
2 living and pure remple of theBlet- 
hall FF (:4 Trinity, and giving ir actually 
ith \'F caterrainment in his heart, where 
T ic might come and allwaics tc- 
VP "IF maine. 

litc, F tiasked him one day how he 
riſt, IF did exerciſe vhe lone of God and 
his = his neighbour ; ke anſwered me, 
to! IF that he onely repeated ſome yerſt«. 
to: F cles of Dauid, ſuch as theſe: Praiſe 
Ns, T yceour lord all nations, praiſe yee 
that SY him all people ; Allche workes of 
1ade MF our lord, bleſſe yee our lord , praiſc 
- 0: Mycc him and glorify yee him for 
ral- Meyer, Let all the carth o Lord 
1m: WF adore thee and bleſle thee. Wher- 
jeits with I remained not onely (aris- 
of- | Wkied, bur allſo well affetted ro tha 
s 12 | WFmanner of praving which coa- 
zent | Wraineth (o muchin ir. 

mwu- \F He was allſo very carefull to 
acn! ray for our holy Mothet the 
S2- MC hurch, for her increaſe, and for 
rilt, | FMhe exaltation of our holy Catho- 
thin | Mick faich throug hout all kindo- 
and Fes. He did pray yety carneſtly 

| $ jij 
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for choſe that were in (in, and he 
faid that this prayer was very 
pleaſing vnro God, relating vpon 
this occaſion that which had paſ. 
ſed berwixt our Saviour and faint 2 
Cathcrine of Siena, who pray- Þ 
ing ynto him inſtantly for thoſe Þ 
thatare in morta]l ſin, heard from | 
his diuine mouth: I intreat thee 
ropray vnto me forthem ; and he 


» 


3 


was wont to repcate thoſe wordes # 
with much tendernes and commi- 
ſeration , when there was occa- * 
=_ ro talke of thoſe that are in ® 
fn. 
To the ſame purpolc he related? 
an exemple , which ſaint Denys 2 
_—__ his cighthEpiltlc 
to Demophilus affirmerth thar he'? 
had hear from the mouth of ſaint? 
Carpus the Bishop , ro whom by? 
reaſon ofhis cleanenes and fiyce. |! 
rity of heart God renealed many? 
thinges; and it was this : the F:id 7 
ſaint Carpus vnderſtanding fot'” 
certame that an idolater had per- ? 
uerted a Chriſtian and made him 7 
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0 

| he 8 forſake his faith, was fo incenſed 
cry IF againſt both, as that he inſtantly 
pon Þ _— God to rake them away 
paſ. FF fromthe face of the earth , nor 
2int FF being able to endure that ſuch 
ay. IF wicked men $hould live ypon it, 
hoſe WE fince that they peruerred the way 
:om I of God ; and looking vp towardes 
hes i heauen he ſaw therin Teſus Chriſt 
d he I fitting ctuironned with innume- 
rdes 3 rable Angells and faints , then 
\mi- FF looking downe into the earth as 
ca. it were by the mouth of a well, he 
e in 3 aw hell and its rourments , andin 

X the very brinke of the well were 
ated WF thoſe ewo wicked men, whom he 
enys & had curſed , ſtaggering and ready 
iſtle | Fo fall, and trembling in pitri- 
t he\ Wfull manner , becauſe thoſe hel- 
aint WFish fſerpents ſought: ro catch 
m by|? hold and pull them in. Carpus 
gee-\® Fas told, that he would doe well 
aany 9 Pray for them |, that they 
£4 Wight be freed from thoſe grie- 
| fot Wous paines, but he would nor, yea 
per- J ic prayed vnto God to let them 
him ® Il into that well, and lifring yp 

| $ uwj 
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his cics apaigexrowardes heauen |! 7 
he ſaw L'Þ molt mercitull Icſus, 
who moued wnh compaflion roſe © 
vpand offercd thera his hand that | 
they mighr eſchape, (ene his An. 
gells allſo to help them , and tru- 
aing to Carpus faid ynto him : oh Þþ 
Carpus I am ready to ſuffer againe þ 
for mens ſake; fee whether it Þ 
would like you to be' for cucr in| 
this hell and liue amongſt thoſe 
{erpents ,depriued of the fight of 
God and the company of his An-F 
gells and faints. He made vſt of 
fuch cxamples to praQtiſe himſelf 
and teach others the ſpirit of Ichi? 
Ckriſt. 418 
He did amorouſly and earneſt 
importune God 1u his prayers ol 
draw ynto him all countries an(ſÞ 
nations,coucrting them,and mak: 
ing them enter into the lap of the 
Church, and to reduce the [ewes 
and hererikes to the holy Catho-W 
hkefaith. This he did without cue! ® 
deſiſting from that at of loueing 7 
God which we ſpoke of, , L 
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The chiefe ſcope of his prayer 
for his neighbours , was that the 
will of God might be fullfilled in 
them on carth as it is in heauen , 
and he tooke occaſion from all  / 
thinges to make thatprayer. If he 
heard mcn ſay how the king for 
his great power and iuſtice was 
feared and reucrenced,and that he 
enioyed his kingdom in peace, he 
preſently turned to God and (aid * 
thou art allmighty ad juſt 6 Lord, 
Ict all feare thee , and reucrence 
thee; and poſleſle & Lord all this 
thy kingdome in peace. 

When he heard that a father for 
his gpoodnes was loned by his ſons, 
he preſcatly ſaid vnto God «© © Fa- 
cher and fountaine,ofall good , let 
all thy ſons loue thee, When he vn+ 
derſtood how a gardiner cndea- 
uoured to make all his trees yeeld 
fruir, he preſently turned to. the 
Creatour of all,ſaying : ler none of 
thy creatures be loſt ,;oh Lord , ler 
them yecld their fruit in their pro- 


per {caſon, When he heard of greatr 
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watres and shedding of bloud, he 
lifted vp his heart vate God, ſay. Þ 
ing : your ſons and my brethren, !? 
whom you command me ſo much | 
ro louc, behold 6 Father how they 
behaue themſclues ; and to (ay in | 
briefe, all rhe goods and cuills of | 
the world were yato him motiues | 
of prayer. 

Sometimes he told me that he 
ſaw in God all wharſocuct was is 
the world, as it were, gathered in- 
ro one point, withour any diſ- 
courſe ; rhe which ir might be was 
by ſome great light of conrempla- 
tion,which he recciucd in certainc 
oceaſions, wherby we may gather 
ſomething of the excellence of his 
prayer, and how clexated his ſoulc 
was andlike vnro God , ſince that 
he had the whole world abridged 


in his vaderſtanding , and with i 


ſuch particular light reduced to an |? 
vniry, that he might offer it yaro \ 
God. 

He deſired much that his neigh- 
bours should acyer cecaſc to pray 
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ynto God cuen in their exteriour 
workes ; hecauſe, as one well ex- 
: FF pericnced, he knew the great good 
that 1t containes, and he was wont 


they XZ to praiſe the Machabes for that 


iy in |F vertuc, who intheir greateſt bat- 
s of PF railes, as is relatedin their hiſtory, 
lucs FS did at the (anic time fight with 


their handes , and pray iu their 
: he PY hearts. 


S186 7 He vſcd another manner of 
lin- FF praying worthy the learning and 
diſ- imitating, for whenſocuer he was 
was I'S to (ſpeake anſwer or aske any 


pla- Þ thing ; he firſt fixed his mind on 

= God by menrall prayer, imploring 
his diuine affiſtance, To this pur- 
pole he wasw or to rell tharwhich 
befell Nehemias with Artaxerzes, 
as 1s writren in the ſecond Chap- 
ter of the ſecond of Efdras;for this 
great Monarch asking of Nehe- 
mias his cupbearer, what it was 
thar hedeſired, the text ſaith ; that 
before he began to ſpeake he made 
his prayer yntothe God of heauen, 
wherby he obtained of the king 
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all whatſoeuer he asked. 

He was much deuotcd to rhe 
Patey noſtey becauſe it was taught | 
him by our Sauiour, and he rea. | 
ped much profit by it : in moſt of | 
thePetiri6s he'pur in thoſe wordes. 
As in heaucn ſo ypon catth ; as 
When he faid ; Hallowed be thy 
name, he added : as in heauen, (0 
on,carth ; for hereby he $shewed 
the defire that he had of Geds glo- 
ry;andallthough many (eruants of 
God, to induce men to good, and 
draw them to the ſeruice of God, 
doe write letrers and rake in hand 
great iourneyes, and doe other 
thinges,, yer Gregory inſteed of 
theſe, when he defired ro help his 
ie nm and relicuc thcir ne- 
ceſhities, had preſently recourſe vn - 
ro God by his prayers , knowing 
thar all good was to proceed from 
himz and, by this meanes hc 
wrought admirable eftets ; and 
ypon this occaſion he would ſome- 
times tell me:it is far berrter nego- 
tiating With God th:n With Mcn. 
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But to thofe that askicd him coun- 
ſaile by word or writing , he gaue 
anſwer acconding as be thoughr 
was neceſlary for their good and 
God his honour, to whom he gaue 
des. | thankes, becaufe hehad perſonages 


jn his Church thar dia allſo afhit 


; as If 
thy ['S their neighbours by ſuch outward 
,, ſo ÞF mcanes, 

wed 

lo. ÞY THE XVIII. CHAPTER, 
3of 

2nd | Of his habitation or manſion 
od, BY in Goa, 

and ÞÞ | 

her IE T Have differred as much as I 


| of could poſlible, to write the ma- 
hi; FE ner how Gregory d14 live in God , 
1c- | & Þbccauſe I was allwaies in hope of 
© a greater light from his divineſpi- 
T7 1t), that I might be better able co 


n | 

2 F declare a thing of (ach importace, 
be {This manner was not by cxraſlics 
ind \ Yor rapts, becauſc his ynion ſcemed 


Zallwaics vnro me, immediate fince 
Zthat hiswill free form all other af- 
Þc<ctions tended yery ſtrongly onc- 


4 
| 
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ly vnto God; and this manner of 
yaion might be ſcen by its great 
fruirs that allwaies remained in 
him. 

T his manſion, IT thinke cannot 
be otherwiſe tearmed berter then 
a trasformation iuto God, becaulc 
the ſoule in this eſtare is wholly 
beſides herſelf, and wholly in God, 
according to that of the Apoltle, 
I live , bur now nor I , becauſe 
Chriſt liuveth in me. And thus the 
matter 1s , for ynto vs that hauc 
looked into his life and conuerſa- 
tion, heallwaics ſcemed a pout- 
trait of Chriſt , and therfore we 
called him, a man truely crucificd 
into the world , for he onely re- 
garded the fpirituall life , of which 
when ſpirituall perſons did talke 
with him , he inuited them to this F 
transformation ſaying vnto them | 
thoſe wordes of S. Iohn: God gauc | 
them power to be made ſons of 
God to thoſe thar belecue in his 
name , who now are not borne of |? 


flesh and bloud nor of the will of 
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Eman ; bur God himſelf; and I am 
TE ecrraine that this transformation 
of Gregory into God, was well - 
V ked of by all the ſpirituall men 
that conuetſed with him, 
hen |F Inthis transformation , which 1 
aule FEcall immediate vnion , there v(eth 
olly FFco be a great (piricuall toy which is 
E called fruition ; becauſe thoſe that 
tle, ÞFare fo transformed, for a long time 
auſe | Fare rather in 1oy then paine , be= 
F cauſe they are caried by God, 
ave FEwithout any labour of theirs, to 
that moſt happy ſtate ; and this is 
Sthar which 1s called the (pirituall 
Foile ; there they are with God as it 
ere onely affndly ,adI callir fo 


re- | Fbecanſe, allthough it be trne that 
ich © he ſoule in thatvnion be allwaics 
lke Fn aQtis yer nor fo much inſecking 
this afrer as in poſſeſſing, for she rather 
em |Fexerciſeth the at of poſſeſſing and 
auc nioying , then the aCt of defi- 
5 of ng. 

his RFI doenot know whetherGrego- 
» of (Ry had this as it were paſſiue ynis, 
| of rem the time that he went into 
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the deſete , for God did in Gich © 
manner mmanicere himſelf yn. © 
to him, as that he eucry day deſi- 
red more, and therfore did not {5 
much catertaine himſelf in enioy: 
ing that which was giuen bis 
as with new deſires to ſee himſelf} 
euery day approch ncarcr vnto 
God, 

S. Denys the Areopagire ſaith, 
that Hierothcus his Maſter had 
the ſtare of (pirituall reſt and fri. 
tion Which we haue ſpoken of at. 
he purrerh it downe Þr the high. 
eſt perfeQion that is in this lie, 
and all the conremplartiues arc ot 
the ſame opinion, and this is the 
only reaſon , why the ſirname 0f| 
Dtuine was given to Hierothens; 
for this vnion maketh the ſoulc to 
be the ſame! with God and ycry/ 
likerthe diuine nature , the which © 
doth not exerciſe its opcrarions 
with paiae and toile but ioy.I haue 2 
told vporrdtuerſe occafions this (v7 
common opinzon vato Gregory, 


fifceca yearcs before his death; 3 


and 


: 
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ſich Wand though he relied allſo to 7 
£ vn. 0 for he knew it very well) yet he 
def. Reſtecmed it was berter for himſelf 
20: {} Yeo be in action, and allwaies loving 
2ioy. God and his neighbour, labouring 

hin, |Ecrcin both day and night. An 
(1; {herfore he embraced this cſtate 
- ynro | F8e more willingly,for he ſaid that 
od had giuen him that exerciſe 
CGaith [$5 being the beſt, and that he was 
r h:iþ $0 cndeauour with all his ſtrength, 
| fr. Þ©t to leaue jt off for any ioyor 


T4 14146 1t10N w hatſocuer , for he could 
high. @or concciue , how in this life that 
s lik hould be moſt perfect , which 
arc of 9d leaſt merir:3d that eniOying is 


is the Þot of ſo much mctic as taking of 
me otf arncs 1s :but I will leaue this doc- 
hens, PE for wiſe men to determine , 
ule 18 d will proſecute myantent. 

1 ycryl Gregory his transformation into 
hich hriſt, which I percejued in him, 
arions WF 45 2n ardent loue and defire to 

I haue? llow him in his life and imitate 

this (0 b Slabours andCroſle,for it 1S MA- 
cory, L eſt that the moſt holy life of 
leath 38 Sauiour telus Chriſt was a 

and * 9, T 
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liacly patterne for. ys all to imitate, 
in fullfillog the will of his eternal! 
father, and (o he ſaith : I came no! 
to doc my will, but my fathers 
and in another place:it bchoouetl 
meto doc the worke of him tha 
ſent me, whule it is day. 

Itis allſo well knowne, that the! 
life of our Sauiour Chriſt from hi 
birth till his death was a cotinual 
bearing of the croſle of our ſinns, 
working therby our redemprion 
ſo as all his life was a ſufftcring 0 
troubles ; in theſe therfore Gre- 

ory defired , and allfo did imitate" 
Chriſt ; wherfore jn his life th:1t * 
was but little fruition and toy , an | 
much care and trouble , (o as it 
ſcemes thar this want of ſcnlibl * 
ioyes may be elteemeda priviledy: * 
and particular guift of God , {in} 
that without theſe fauours, his d+7 
uine Maicſtic beſtowed ypon hin? 
that which he is wont togiuett? 
others that haue them , as may? 
ſcen in the knowledge , wiſedon'? 
fortitude, perfeucance , and alli** 
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OT | other diuine gifts - WP, «. 

endued, Hereby allo it is ma- 

__— nifeſt, that God direQted him in 
Eywaics propcr to men ; for fiis di- 


m_ | wine Maicſty doth for the moſt 
Fparr giue thoſc ioyes to his friends 
ariel ny ——_ of their conuer- 
»m hill mot 98 they begin to dy to 
tinual, £ world and live in Gcd, then ke 
Grnne ringerh them into his ccllar, ro 
nGt Five them a caſt : & 
prion F Fhem > : then he giveth 
ing of Wieg ome light and joy as a 
"e118 _—_ carnc{t of that which is 
-nicad Þ - "97am make themwalke on 
Ne t on and perſcueracc; but 
Sb cer my haue one and ate 
© as i veuet ws , he lguiteth them 
ſc ofidi y \ iS eſt degree of charity , 
wwileg: bad 1 to ſuffer and dy for their 
d lint} þ ; we haue examples of 
ns 1 in the holy Apoſtles : and 
, his 1" Whoſoeuer shall haue read with 
pon hu Wtcntion th 9442s 
o give ll ri JR which is aboue 
may ” aeren, Will alſo COMmie to ſee,thar 
Les agar cy 
d allt$ maketh one ſuffer and dy 


: his beloued, was the whole lifo 
; T i) 


 . 
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of this holy man,for it was a thing 

well knowne to vs all that did 

conucrſe withhim, that this ſo ye. 
hement an exerciſe of louing God 
with all his ſtrength , was the 

cauſc of all his weakneſles, paine | 
and ſickneſles , and he perceiving 
this, went on pining away ioyfully 

for his beloued. Vpon this occa-| 
hon , relating ſometimes vnto mc 
the great paines which he had en: 

durcd , he ſaid vato me: the ma- 
reriall martirdome of whips, 
hookes of iron , fire and {word þ: 
it neucr (© grear , durcth but for 
a Shore time : bur beſides rheſe,! ? 
God hath in heauen ſpirituall mar.! ? 
tirs 1n a yery high degree, He dil 
tell the hues of many ſaints wor- 
thy of great honour, thar confirm: 
this verity;amongſt others he t9l. 
of Paphgurius the hermir , that 
he was led in chajnes for beinga3 
Chriſtian, and thoſe thar led him, 
threatned him with great rormer 8 
vnlcs he would forſake rhe faith o: 8 
Chiſt, he laughing at his ror 
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hind cours ſaid vato them : we hermits 
© did FF yſe ro endure theſe torments in 
o ve-| F the deſert, Bur becauſe it is a thing 
God | F molt cerrain both ro me and to 
s the 'Fothers that knew Gregory, that 
aines | F he did excell in f(pirituall marrir- 
1ui0g [YE dome, I will not ſpeake more 
ytully | Fhereof confidering the ioy wher- 
occa-| Fwirh he receined his death, when 
to m:} Fwithout any fearz' he beheld ir 
id cn-} Meare at hand, yea with far 'more 


e ma-F Feontentment then wordly | men 
1p7s, | Wfeele 1n the middeſt of their plea- 
rd d!} Mares, honours and paſtimes, ſaying 
ut for} with the Apoſt'e,ro mee Chriſt is 
theſc,} Wife and death againe. 

|| mat! F Gregory his delight therfore 
He did) vas to (affer for Chriſt , and his 
; wot") F&0tent and glorywas in the croſle, 
nfm Maying with $. Paul : Far be ir from 
ac 10.1 FWMme to glory in any thing bur in 


he crolſe of my Saniour Ieſus 
>cing4 FT brit; and with che Prophet Da- 
4 him, Wid who'ſcing himſelf {o enriched 
or Wih the benefirs and fauours 
aithos* Which God had beſtowed vpon 
ror lun 10 his laſt daics , he began to 

3 Hs T uj 
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conſider it and to ſay : What te- * 
compence $Shall I make vato God * 
for all the fauours that he hath 7 
| done me ? and fixing his cies ypon Þ { 
{] allwhatſocuer he had, he foundno Ba 
' orherrecompence but only to ſay; Fw 
I will take his cup and call vpen | Þ a 
his name, as if he should fay: I wil | F b 
defire inwardly to dtinke of the} Fin 
 cupof his Pafhon, the which I ſee} Fro 
l | and know well by the ſpirit off Fh: 
' Propheſy. This therfore was thef Fpe 
Il ſpirit of Gregory, in this way God} For 
did guide him , this is the doctrine! Fsh 
which was taught him by out $:.| Fth 
uiour Chriſt, in whoſe paines and IWw: 
death he found ſuch fpirituall de. Fi 
light, thar he neuer defired anyo- Fdi1 
ther, as is ſaid;and he was wont to Fta! 
ſay , that perfe ſpirituall men are | 
diſpleafed with thoſe delight; ! 
l which beginners doc willing! 8 
Wt |}, embrace,for a man taketh as atc-'! 
| proach to be offered a bunch 0? 

W || grapes or an apple wherwith th: | 
Wl | child is much taken; he added mo- PÞ® 


reouer , that this preſentlife is uw $9 


K: 
|S 
Wo. | 


| 
I 
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- Ffor 10y and reit, bur ſorrow and 
d Þ trouble. 

h # Finally this his refuſing , even of 
n Þ ſpirituall delights, proceeded from 
o Fa perfe@ pouerty of ſpirit which 
y: F was ginen him by God, wherunro 
n | F appertaineth , ro deſire nothing 
1l | # but God for his owne ſake, wher- 
he] Fin conſiſterh true chariry , and the 
e} Frop of Chriſtian perfe@ion ; fo as 
of She that loueth God moſt , is moſt 
hef Fperfe&, be it with thoſe delighrs 
od} For no, for if the cobler mending his 

ne} Fshooes should loue God more 
2.) Fthen a contemplative man, he 
nd Ewould be more perfe& in Chri- 
le. Fftian life then he ,notwithſNtan- 
0- Fding the fruition that he hath ar- 

e £0 tained, 

art $ With this ſpirit, did Gregory 
ht; Echieflly attend to the increaſe and 
olf Zpurityof charity,defiring allwates, 

-c, an his life and labours to imitate 
{Four Sauiour Chriſt , whom he all- 

the Wrvaies looked vpon as on a good 

no- Farerne,by which he might learne 

no Bow he ought to labour , ſaying 

T iu 
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with Dauid : my cies are allywaicy * 


' 
ypon our lord :and to this pur- #4 
pole he was wont wiſely to vſc #1 
that (cnrtence: the wiſe mans e125, $1, 
arc in his head, meaning that th: WF} 
wiſe man hath his cics allwaics #y 
vpon Chriſt who is his head ; for Fr 
(aid he the foule touched with Be 
the lou of God, is like the mati. Se] 
ners necdle, which by reaſon that IC; 
it is touched with a loade-ſton: 
allwaics inclineth to the north; at 
and that fpirituall men_ ought 9 th: 
haue this maruailous property, 2s, tt 
in what place or bufines focui! Fo 
they arc, to be allwaics incline! he 
and deſire to haue their cies a!l- For 
waics fixed on our SauiourChrilt Fan 
He tooke great contentment 1 of 
ſce men doc { ; for once four: 
men, very ſpirituall, and great («1 a 
uants of God; being come to vi: an: 
kim and fitting with him at th Tall 
eable, ir ſo fell out, that they wer: Wa 
all barcheaded : he looked io Wet 
fally on them and ſaid : God i © 


praiſcd; for that all we rhar fit 


| of Gregorie Lopes, 
© this table, hauc our head bare, He 
- ſpoke ſpiritually , and his meaning 
was , that they were all ſpiritually 
$looking vpon Chriſt , who is our 
: X head, andat that time was bare 
© vnto them all: and by reaſon of 
®the tokens that we ſaw, I hold for 
®certaine,that he ſaw the hearts of 
11- thoſe that were preſcnr, for, as is 
hat Maid, Gud hath oftentimes done 
nc, Shim that fauour , and conſidering 
th; Mhe vertuce and good ſpirit of thoſe 
t to ®bis gueſts, ir may be thought thar 
as, Rthcy were in that diſpoſition , as 
cud Fo haue their cies ypon God, This 
ne! holy man , as I was allwaies of 
all- Opinion , heuer loſt ſight of God, 

ri, and cherfors God neger went our 

it 1) of light from him', according to 

ou: Ro that of Iob: God will ncuecr 

(cr: Fhauc his cies off of the iuſt man, 

vii: and by meanes of this fight , God 


c the Sallwaics' preſerved him in ſuch 
wer Manner from falling into all the 
i0) Wets and ſnares whatſocuer the 
d b my laied for him, as that he 
fit 4 


ſled _ them frecly and 
ly , as is Shewed, 
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THE XIX. CHAPTER. 


Of the effetts of his prayer. | ] 


I haveallwaiesthoug ht, that God 
hath wrought {tranges effects 
through his prayers ; and though 
he out of his humility ncuer rc- 
uealed any of thoſe great effec; 
for he neuertold me any in that 
kind rhough I was fo familiaty 
with him, yer I am certaine ; that 
he knew of Wonderfull thinges 
Which God had done by his 
prayers, of the which I will here 


relate for the greaterglory ofGod, 


ſome , which I came to know by 


other meanes, 


In the yeare 1579, being ar our! 
Ladies of Remedies he was vili- 
red by a prieſt, who was much. 


troubled in mind, becauſe he did 
not perſeucr in the ſeruice of God, 


but fell inro great inconueniences 


through ſach occaſions as offered 
themſelues, Therfore he inſtant!) 


[1 


| 


['Y 
£ 


4 
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# bcſought him to pray for him, and 
> ro aduiſe him what he should doe, 
# for afluredly he would doe it 
| 3 whatſocuer it were, though itwere 
! ro goe vnto a montaine and be an 
þ hermite , ſince that his (aluation 
is |} was not a buſines of ſmallimpor- 
0 | 3 tance. Hereunto Gregory an{we- 
*-| 7 red only theſe wordes:you hall 
is | be an hermite in Mexico for this 
| yeare. He vnderſtanding it as it 
| ought to be ynderitood , cndea- 
gourcd to change his life, and li- 
ued With much profit of his ſoule. 
This pricſt therfore walking 
| through he ſtreetes of Mexico 
d,| 3 { for he emploicd himſelf in wor- 
by, 7 kes of charity towardes his neigh« 
| hour) had aninward calling,with- 
ur} 2} our refleCting at that time on that 
1- } Which the holy man had ſaid ynto 
ch # him, yet hiscalling was confor- 
14 #F mable thereunto, which was that 
d, Z heshould obſerue inward recol- 
cs Þ lection, and at the ſame inſtanr 
cd Þ there was given him, through the 
' Giuince metcy, ſuch courage and 


»—- 
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ſtrength ; as that he Walked 
through all the ſtreetes and py. 
blick places , inwardly recollec. 
red and praying, in ſuch ſort, as 
that no buſines, hinderance or 
noiſe was of force to divert him 
from that excrciſc , as if he had 
bin fifty yeares exerciſed in prayer, 
He became a new Man, and(o 
different from what he was , as 
that at that very inſtant, he rai- 
ſed his thoughts from the earth, 
an1 fixed them on heauen. H:+ 
left off all complements and viſits 
( for this it was that did enda- 
mage him) and atl his conuerſa- 
tion and delight was ro be recol- 
Ieted in mind, and treating with 
God of his ſaluation. Then he be- 
gan to walke fo'itary, if charity 
did not oiherwiſe require ; the 
people were no more hindrance 
to him , then if they had bin rrss, 
or craggsof a montaine; he began 
to vſe faſtings , diſciplines, haire- 
Shirts and God exerciſed hiny with 
greater remprations , then cucr he 
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So 
"rt 
\ 
z | q 
LS V 


1 


of Gregory Lopes. zon 
had in all his life time before, ſome 
of them were inward , others out= 
ward, and Withall he gaue him 


[3 ſrengrth to defend himſelf, as if 


he had bin an old beaten (ouldicr 

or ancient hermite. nec began all. 

foro live in pouerty, and, through 
| Gregory his prayers, God framed 
# in him the heremaricall life fo en- 
$ tircly and perfectly , as if he had 
ſpent many yeares in the deſert; 
| and leaft there Should be wantiug 
# vnto him any of thoſe thinges 
# that are wont to happen vnto her- 


. | mites , he was allmoſt all thar 


| F yeare tempted vifibly by rhe di- 
{© nells. The yeare exprired, he went 
{to ralke with Gregory who was 
* then 1n Gualſteca'; he gaus him 
an account of his lifc , as he had 
} done at other times at our Ladies 
of Remedics , and haucing bin 
| eight daies in his company , he 
tX vnto him; now the yeate is 
*paſt wherin I was to be an her» 


| 


, | mite, what muſt I doe from hence 


C 


iforwards, he anſwered only theſe 


_ 
4a 
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wordes : Loue God and yout | 
neighbour , and herewith they ([S 1 
parted. The pricſt therfore takin 
his toutney towardes Mexico A, 
being come to an vahabired place | « 
which is in the way , began to | | 
thinke ypon- thoſe wordes , andjFt 
becauſe he had ſtudied the tradt of Þ Þ 1c 
Charity , he thought he kncw[3 rc 
thar allready , apd herewith he | F re 
went on With little mind to that Þ $t! 
exerciſe towhich hewas counſai- | 3O! 
led, but,then remembring himſelf, 
how much good oy his for- 
mer aduiſe had done him , he he. | 
gan to humblc himſcy, and ima- | ? 
gine that thoſe wordesmight haue | 
ſome deeper miſteric then that | 

which he vaderſtood ; he deter-| 
mined to pray for. the vaderſtan- | ? 
ding of them, and to beſceech God 
os vnto him that which lay (7 
hidden vader thoſe wordes, and 
not to hauc regard to his arro> 
ues and pride ; and preſently 2 

e heard God ſpeake inwardly | Y 
vato him yery diſtiaQly , ſaying: #4 


p 
's o 
- F 


q 


| 
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if thou deſireſt to loue God , thou 


T muſt ſtrip thy (elf out of thy (elf 

# and all what(ocuer thou haſt , and 

# be dead toall worldly thinges, He 

# offcred himſclf with all h:s hearr 

# herunto , that he might receiue 
| that fauour from the Diuine Ma- 


iclty ; preſcatly found in himſelf, 


E chat nakednes, Which God did 
| require , and withall was cloa- 


thed and bathed in the ointment 


2 of the loue of God , which was ſo 


'2 
F 


| - that neither bis vaderitany 


ing was able ro comprehend it, 
nor his heart to receiuc it, {o as 
he did cucn melt away into this 


Zpreat gift. Hereby the prieſt vn- 


» 


 ; 
l 
* © 
d 
e 


adcritood the depth and perfeion 


df Gregory his counſaile, and thy, 


fticacy of his prayer. He cndea- 
Þourcd to cleanſe his heart, thar- 


4 


kc might receiue that fauour , and 


\made firme purpoſes to follow the 


n 
- 


and and will of God which way 
ucr he was pleaſed to lead him. 
This at of lone dured for the 


w_ ſpace of ſcaucn howers ; God 
A 
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” $ghcwed him the vertues and their Þ 
beauty,and made him haue a triall 
of them, as it were cuen touching 
and poſlefling them. There re. | 
mained with him, after this fa. | 
uour, a great aftcion , which | 
was ſuch as that for fix yeares Þ 
ſpace, he continued in this ſame Þ 
loue , being allmoſt allwaics iP 
actuall excrciſc of it , and pradti- 
ſing thoſe yettues which God hal 
raught him; and cacu till this day, 
which is now more then thiryÞ 
yeares, it hath bin his prop andſ} 
ſtaffe in all his tribulations and | 
eroubles,perſcucring couragious\P. : 
in the way of God. And he half, 
reccjued many other fauouts { 4 
which I will not here relace , bj 
cauſc this alone is ſufficient te" 
Shew, how pleaſing this holy hs 
his prayers were in the fight oil, 
God eucn Whilcit hc lived in thi, 
exile. "to 
A ceftaine perſon intreatino Wis 
Gregory yery carneſtly to ynder- nc 
take to direct him in the ſpirituWeo 
waly 


WK 
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e anſwered him : goe brother for 
eſus Chriſt is your Maſter,and he 

FSreſcntly found the truth hereof 

in his (oulc,and perceiued-1t in his 
yorkcs , for he began to. proceed 

Swich ſuch difference in his ſpirit, 

2s there is , betwixt ſting , and 

Dciog blind;afterwardes God gave 

| Fkim the knowledge of 'his owne 
"| Þciog ons; and of Icſus Chriſt 
Ki truth ſo clearely , that he be- 
Fame atiother man, acknowledy - 
ge this great good had be- 
nc him through Gregory his 
ee Since that time he hath 
't many extafies and raps, 
"Fherby his ſoule hach gor much 
AW mility and ſtrengrh. 
A religious woman of great yer- 
"rae and ſpirit, receined' an inward 
{Warning that a great misfortune 
uld befall her. She was much 
bled hereat for 'the ſpace of 
hr months , fearing leaſt thar 
is misfortune were ſome of 
cc of God ,-and therfore .she 

mmended herſelf to 'the 


> 4 
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prayers of all the ſecuants of i God, 
This, religious Woman haut 
communicated vpon the feaſt k 
our Ladies Natiuiry , had a parti. 
cular inſpiration whileſt she wa | 
at her prayers, to intreat Gregory 3 
Lopes, who wasthen in Santafe, YN 
co pray for her. She. intreated al 
gentlcman;thar came te viſit her, WF i 
and now is a religious Man , w/ay1 
poe and deſire him to recommend |a84 
cr vnto.God. The holy man Jer 
J 
C 
py 


bo 
3 


4 


* 


cciuing the meſlage , anſwercaf 
him: I will dog (o, fee her truſt uf 
God and fcare nothing, for | 
Shall gox offend him. . HerewilÞ® 
She became as quiet in mind, uf? 
if She had bin roldſo by an Ange!l2? 
from heauen ; and fo it fell ons 
Gregory had (aid , but this gent Fa 
leman, going to Santafe to ca) RP! 
the meſſage, by the way wept int a 
the Conuent, of faint Domimck y 3 
Mexico,.to.intrcat a ecrraine It 
gious, man, of great ſandty 17 
pray for this religious woman \ e 
P) 


ghoſtly chuld, The day following ; 


& | 


d 
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X rhe ſaid celigious man being at his 
o |S praycrs, was rapt infſpirit , and 
, 7 Gw holy Gregory kneeling an tte 
1. preſence of God and praying for 
a; FF her , and. thatihis diume Machy 
a accepted his Iaycrs. with muc 
content ; and told him that, his 
2 ſcruanc Gregory was very mind 
full of her in his prayers. The: re- 
0 | ligious mag rold this with great 
od | feeling and many tearcs; and (aid, 
|S that in that vitton he came to 
of Fknow Gregory, for that before he 
nþ did nor know him z the religious 
kJ Ewoman became; thencefotward 
bWznuch deuorcd ro! this holy man, 
1 Fvy ho, at the day of his death , re 
el WTcquired her : for she, nor know. 
145 ang of it, had for the ſpace of foure 
nt- WMdaics of hoe +: very ſpeciall ap.. 
a) "Aprchenſion of God his goodnes, 
nit and of how much she was bound 
, « Wpeato him, and withall a diſcoue- 
«7 xy of the worlds deccit; and she 
; © Facld a8 yndoubted,, thar he had 
ke Wecaued thar fayour from God 
033 I) Gregory his meanes, for tha 
3X. "TER? V 1 


| p. x 
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he was in heaven cnjoying the | 
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fig hr of God. 

There was a prieſt that wi 
much aidiacd to this holy man, 
and followed alltogether his 
counſaile and dodrine in his man- 
ner of praying. He having allrez- 
dy recciucd (ome fauvurs of God 
ao0ke ſuch content in 'them 2x 
onlyto cnioye them , he did no: 
eake any care to walke any tar 
ther in the ſpirituall way; Gregory, 
fei1g his manner of wbcecdidy: 
rected that (ſentence of Ifaias, 
thou haſt found life in thy hand;, 
therfore thou haſt not asked. 
ncrewith God did much illemi- 
vartc him , that ſo he might walk: 
with more poucrty of ſpirit , and 
eaſt himſelf into tha infinite 
depth of God , without relying 
ypon his owne waics , nor cnc! 
ypon thoſe fauonrs , wherwitk 
at orher times God had drawa 
tim on ; for he endeauoured to 
ſtrip himſclf wholly , that h: 
Bight be in moe -readines, vp) 


| 
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all oceafions, to accomplish the 
will of God and not ro make any 
top in the (pitituall way, pro- 
ficing herewith both huraſclt and 
others. 

Ayoung man yery yertuous.and 
deſirous , to doe W-ll , went avout 
very much diſquicted in mind , fr 
the (ſpace of foure or five mont:: ;, 


and the greateſt cauſe of his an- 


guish was, becauſe he did noe 
know, what ſtate of life ro make 
choice of for his owne fſaluation. 
He acquainted herewith certain 
holy and deuourt perſons , defiring 
them to pray for him, and percci- 
rivg that none of theſe meancs 
was {ufficicat to rid him of thar 
yaquictnes,he remembred himſclf 
of Gregory Lopes, and went to 
Santafe to viſit him, and though 
he was a, young man otherwaſc 
bold enough, yer atthe yery fight 
df Gregory , his heart was to Par 

ed with feare and reverence, as 
har, allchough Gregory was of 
an humble demeanour ad in poore 
v ii 
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artire, he ſaid that he had newer 
ſcen in his lifea man, that bal] Þ 
Ktroken into him ſuch a renerence, Þ 
both inwardly and outwardly, and |"? 
that it ſcemed vnto him, that he \ © 
£iiv in him the coucenance of on: 
more then a man. He intreated 
Him ro beſecch his diuine Maicſty 7 
to give him light, that he might | 2 
chooſe rhe citare, wherin he! © 
should doc him moſt feruice ; and 
Gregory only ſaying vyuto him: | 
trouble nor your {cIf, for I will re-| 
commend you ynto God, his (1. 
rit was quietcd , and the (aid 
trouble ncuer came to him againe, 
the which he attributed ro (4 ho- 
Iy Man his prayer, and choſe the 
eſtate of Prieſthood, and died with 
an cſteeme of yercue and ſanity ; 
he afirmed with an oath, that at 
other times he acquainted Grego- 
ry with ſ:ndry temptations char | 
he had,and allwaics recurned with 
great (atisfation and comforr, 
Another perſon very deyour yn- 
to Gregory, went yato the place 


: 


"where he was , and the firſt nigh 
© ſuſtzined many vety griegous te 
” cations of which he told him « 
* hext morning zand he anſwered:I 
* did forget my (elf laſt night, it 


_ Of the reſdeft which he ſtroke into 
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be 


$shall not beſo hereafter, and the 
nighes followin he found himſelf 
more at eaſc and with more deuo- 


tion: the which he did hold for 
certaine , befell him through Gre- 


gory his prayers. 
THE XX. CHAPTER, 


thoſe that did looke 


vp on him 


T T is a thing worthy of obſcrua- 
tion , that a poofe man folitary 
and viknowne, cloathed only in 
grey ſackcloth; allwaies barchea- 
ded, and in a manner an 'our-caſt 


reverence into thoſe that looked 
vpon him , that allthough they 
were ttien vſed ro wordly. congers 

n&_ 
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ſation,yet ſome $should nor be ably 
to {pcake a word vanto him : tryel 

yettue and ſandityought to beyho. 


noured and reuerenced, euen by | ®; 


thoſe thar doc nor follow it , be- 
cauſe that which is good doth all 
waics {ceme well, and ſince that 
through our finnes + is ſo rare in 
the world, no matruaile if it cault 
admiration and feare, 

A certaine Man of good account 
and very vertuous, came Witha 
great defire ro ſce the holy man, 
and to talke with him about a by- 
lines of importatice, which did 
trouble his mind, atd made bim 
allwaies Mclancholly ; and as 
ſoone as he came into his pre- 
ſence , he was fo troubled and 
tongue=ticd , that he conld not 
ſpeake a word ; being in this 
trouble, and Gregory allwaies ex- 
pe Jing when he would declare his 
neceſſity ynto him, he ſtood a long 
time ſilent, at length the holy man 
lifted vp his cies, and fora while 
lookcd ypon him (peraduenturehe 
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was praying for him ) andaftet- 
wardes he freed him from that 
trouble, anſwering his doubts and 


* ſatisfying him in all that he would 
* haucasked, if he hat not become 


dumbe ; wherar 'he became more 
confounded and amaſed , percet- 
uing that he had ynderſtood his 
mind and thoughts by the light of 


© praycr, and going forth he told 


* this accident to another vertuous 


ma that came with him, and being 


” asked what was the cauſe of thar 


his trouble, he anſwered, it was 
the bcholding of ſuch a venerable 
countenance, ſo great morrtifica. 
tion , and ſo holy a recolleQion 
of mind, and that he departed afſ- 
ronied becauſe he had given ſucha 
particular. anſwer. to all that he 
had in his mind, he not propouns» 
ding his bulines, 

There came to ſee him a young 


| man that was a ſtudent, and be- 
*fore the holy man ſpoke cuer a 


word ynto him, his mind waspoſ- 
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ſement, as that he preſently pur- 
poſed ro change his life, and wa; 
afrerwardes a pricſt of a very te- 
tired and exemplar life, and came 
often to confer with Gregory, in 
thoſe ftue yeares that he lived. 

A certaine gentlemans ma came 
ynto him wi a meſſage, from hi; 
Maſter; and as ſoone as he came 


Into his -preſence, he was fur 


priſed with ſuch a feare and 
trouble , as that he could no 


ſpeake ; and going forth he aid: | 


It is one thing to ſpeake ynto 
theſe men of God, and another to 
; pee with men of the world; 1 


d nor thinke thar the ſighr of 3 
any man could baue troubled me, * 
Some daies after,comming againe | 


with the like meſſage, and havc- 


ing delivered ir vnto me , I asked: 
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him , if he would got in and deli- | 


her it himſelf vnto Gregory ; he 


anſwered me : no fir, I pray dot © 


you tell him, for I darenor. 
Another perſon came from fat 


vo viſit him in this yillage of $21 
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= rafe, and hcaring much commen- 
& dations of his PnQiry,be Was a- 
# fraid ro come in his preſchce ; birt 
7 being come to ſee him, he felt ſuch 
* inward ioy, as that nor being able 
* tococeale it, he told the holy man 
*Z what had hapned vnto him,wher- 
® unto he anſwered;give God than« 
* kes for it. This ioy laſted rwo dales 
to the great profit of his ſoule , he 
= ſaid that to him it ſeemed that he, 
F7 had (cen an Apoſtle, and that, in 
' FF thatoccaſion God had gen him 

# ſuch a feeling , as that he could 
© not poſſibly. cxpreſle it ; and he 
# affirmed , thatthe ſecond time 
{* that he ſaw him, he found him- 
ſelf inwardly ſatisfied of his 
© + > doubts, onely by looking ypon 
* | him without asking him any 
y thing, for,as is ſaid, God had be- 
- ſtowed this fauour ypon Grego- 
e il ry. 
et What IThauchererelated is not 
* the moſt admirable that ig 

' | # knowneof his workes and mira» 

© culous life; forir Vere to vyuder- 
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take 2a thing far aboue the or. 
dinary — of mans Wit , to 
thinke of finding the height of 
the gifts , favours, and riches 
which God beitowed ypon this 
his ſeruant , whoſe life might 
ynto vs be inſtced of a light and 
patcrne to imitate , that 4 if it 
be the will of God , we might at 
length find out that placc of ante 
laffing peace and quictnes, which 
we lccke atrer Amen, 


